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How to draft a
Data Management Plan (DMP):
purpose, advantages and support



• You know what a Data Management Plan (DMP) is 
and gain a general understanding of its purpose 
and advantages.

• You know where to find material and support at 
ETH Zurich to draft and complete your own DMP.
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Learning Goals
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• Key criteria: 
completeness and 
plausibility

• Updating the plan as 
the project progresses

• Making data FAIR: 
• Findable
• Accessible 
• Interoperable
• Re-usable

What is a Data Management Plan?

• A brief document 
describing how you intend 
to handle research data 
within your project

• Offering a long-term 
perspective by outlining 
how the data will be:

• Generated

• Collected

• Documented

• Shared / Published

• Preserved
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• Planning and documenting
the life cycle of data
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FAIR image (4.9.2018) by Sangya Pundir / CC BY-SA 4.0

Illustration CC-BY, Andres Bucher

https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bestand:FAIR_data_principles.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


How a DMP looks like (I)

ETH Library 4

A list of data types (1., 2., 3.)

Descriptive information on data
formats and file types

Information on amount of data
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Key criteria: completeness and plausibility

2.3 Are there any necessary limitations to protect sensitive data?

The project does not involve usage of any sensitive data. Therefore, no 
special limitations to data use or reuse are necessary.

How a DMP looks like (II)
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A statement on what the project does not include (e.g., sensitive data)....

… can complete an open question!

However: It gets more complicated when dealing with STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL research data
(e.g., patient data or personal income data).
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Advantages of writing a DMP
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Adressing
challenges in 
research data
management
(RDM) early on

Documenting
decisions in 
RDM (just as
methods and 
research design)

Enhancing 
findability, 
citability and 
reusability

Helps to secure
funding

Advantages of writing a DMP
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• SNSF information on Open Research Data, including FAQ:
http://www.snf.ch/en/theSNSF/research-policies/open_research_data/

• SNSF’s explanation of the content expected in a DMP:
http://www.snf.ch/SiteCollectionDocuments/DMP_content_mySNF-form_en.pdf

• Guidance for ETH researchers on completing SNSF DMPs:
https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/guidance-snsf-dmp

− Includes: explanations per question, examples from DMPs, contacts and links 
specific for ETH Zurich

• RDM requirements within Horizon Europe: factsheet of the EU GrantsAccess-
Office
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Support: Funder-specific guidance

http://www.snf.ch/en/theSNSF/research-policies/open_research_data/
http://www.snf.ch/SiteCollectionDocuments/DMP_content_mySNF-form_en.pdf
https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/guidance-snsf-dmp
https://www.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/eu-grantsaccess-dam/documents/Repository/GeneralInfo/EUGA-HE-Factsheet-OpenAccess-ResearchDataManagement.pdf


Support: How do I find what and where at ETH Zurich?
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https://library.ethz.ch/en Data management planning
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https://library.ethz.ch/en
https://library.ethz.ch/en/publishing-and-archiving/data-management-and-policies/research-data-management/data-management-planning.html


Support: How do I find what and where at ETH Zurich?
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https://library.ethz.ch/en Data management planning

https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/display/DD/Instructions+and+downloads

Funder-specific guidance: SNSF

• Tailored to complete an SNSF DMP

• Explanations per question

• Examples from DMPs

• Contacts and links specific for ETH Zurich
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https://library.ethz.ch/en
https://library.ethz.ch/en/publishing-and-archiving/data-management-and-policies/research-data-management/data-management-planning.html
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Support: How do I find what and where at ETH Zurich?
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https://library.ethz.ch/en Data management planning

https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/display/DD/Instructions+and+downloads

General guidance for ETH Zurich researchers

• Good practice for any data-driven research project

• Includes a blank DMP template

• Instructions / explanations per question

• Example answers

• Contacts and links specific for ETH Zurich

• Supporting resources and solutions specific for ETH Zurich
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https://library.ethz.ch/en/publishing-and-archiving/data-management-and-policies/research-data-management/data-management-planning.html
https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/display/DD/Instructions+and+downloads
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Contact & Support
Dr. Julian Dederke
Research Data Management
Consultant
julian.dederke@library.ethz.ch

ETH Library
data-management@library.ethz.ch

Data Management Planning
https://library.ethz.ch/en
 Data management planning

Coffee Lectures
www.library.ethz.ch/coffee-lectures

Services and further training
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What we offer:

 (individual) training on data management planning
(check www.library.ethz.ch/courses)

 consultation on data management planning
 review of DMPs

mailto:julian.dederke@library.ethz.ch
mailto:data-management@library.ethz.ch
https://library.ethz.ch/en
https://library.ethz.ch/en/publishing-and-archiving/data-management-and-policies/research-data-management/data-management-planning.html
http://www.library.ethz.ch/coffee-lectures
https://thenounproject.com/term/incognito/582405/


Thanks for your attention!

ETH Library

Reusing data from the Research Collection for 
research, publication analysis and more
1 December 2021,  Webinar via Zoom
www.library.ethz.ch/coffee-lectures
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