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Protecting Yourself from 
Fraudulent Publishers



New knowledge in 10 minutes:
- You are aware of the problems of predatory 
publishing. 
- You know criteria to recognize predatory publishers 
and journals.
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• Definition: “Predatory journals and publishers are entities that prioritize self-interest at the expense 
of scholarship and are characterized by false or misleading information, deviation from best 
editorial and publication practices, a lack of transparency, and/or the use of aggressive and 
indiscriminate solicitation practices.” 

Grudniewicz, A. et al. (2019), Nature 576, 210-212, 10.1038/d41586-019-03759-y 

• Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing by COPE: https://doi.org/10.24318/cope.2019.1.12 
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Definition: What are we talking about?

https://www.doi.org/10.1038/d41586-019-03759-y
https://doi.org/10.24318/cope.2019.1.12


Scale of the problem

"Garbage in." Economist, May 30th-June 5th 2020, p. 81.
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Moher, D. et. al (2017), Nature 594, 23-25, 10.1038/549023a 

https://doi.org/10.1038/549023a
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Categorization

G
rudniew

icz, A. (et al.),N
ature 576, 210-212 (2019) 10.1038/d41586-019-03759-y 

Kyle Siler (2020), https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/05/13/there-is-no-black-and-white-definition-of-predatory-publishing/ 

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-03759-y?utm_source=fbk_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf225811440=1
https://www.doi.org/10.1038/d41586-019-03759-y
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2020/05/13/there-is-no-black-and-white-definition-of-predatory-publishing


https://w
w

w
.im

edpub.com
/asian-journal-of-plant-science-research/ 
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https://www.imedpub.com/asian-journal-of-plant-science-research/editors.php
https://www.imedpub.com/asian-journal-of-plant-science-research/


Publication Speed:
Peer Review Time:
Mailings:
Pictures on website:
Impact Metric/Indexing:
Editorial board members:
Editorial Services:
Publishing Practices:
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Predatory Publishers & Journals: Characteristics

low
long
none or few
ok
DOAJ, WoS, Scopus, Medline
verified, renowned scientists
professional
high quality

high
short
aggressive, soliciting
blured, unauthorized
Index Copernicus Value, etc.
unverified, unknown
none
deceptive



Hijacked Journals 

“Hijacked journals are a form of cybercrime in which a malicious third party creates a cloned website to 
impersonate a legitimate publication. [...] The purpose of a hijacking is to generate money quickly by 
charging illegitimate article-processing fees to unsuspecting researchers.” 
(Ryan, J. (2024), Nature. https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-024-02399-1) 
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https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-024-02399-1
https://journals.lub.lu.se/scandia/index
http://scandia.lub.lu-se.org/index.html


Library recommendations

• Journal selection:
− Indexing: Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)?
− Membership: OASPA (the Open Access Scholarly Publishers Association) or COPE (the Committee 

on Publication Ethics)? 

− Finish Journal Evaluation site: www.julkaisufoorumi.fi/en

− More tips: http://thinkchecksubmit.org

− Journal’s website

• Peer Review: No  Waste of time

• Ask the library fo a second opinion (e-publishing@library.ethz.ch) 
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http://www.doaj.org/
http://oaspa.org/
http://publicationethics.org/
http://publicationethics.org/
http://www.julkaisufoorumi.fi/en
http://thinkchecksubmit.org/
mailto:e-publishing@library.ethz.ch


Monitor your publication record

1. Search your name and affiliation online to ensure you are not on editorial boards of predatory journals 
or conference committees.

2. Check for unconsented acknowledgements, which misuse your name or imply your endorsement of 
the content.

If anything turns up, contact the publisher or the corresponding author, reach out to the Integrity Office for 
advice (integrity@ethz.ch).

“These check-ups aren’t cure-alls for predatory publishers, deceptive practices, unheeded reviews or 
simple mistakes. Think of it like cleaning up a beach: more litter will wash in, but the more that’s 

removed, the cleaner the beach is and the more pollution is discouraged.”
 Cabanac, G. (2021). Nature, 598 (7882), 541, https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-021-02901-z
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mailto:integrity@ethz.ch
https://doi.org/10.1038/d41586-021-02901-z


Thanks for your attention!

ETH Library

See: www.library.ethz.ch/coffee-lectures for program details! 

Next Coffee Lecture: 

Coffee Lectures will be back in February! 
Wednesdays 3.15 p.m.

http://www.library.ethz.ch/coffee-lectures
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