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E-Publishing Office

What the hell is a 
postprint?
Green OA Publishing in a nutshell 
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Goals:
- Meaning of the different denominations like pre-
and postprint, accepted author manuscript and 
more

- Differences of these versions with regards to 
Open Access expense 
ta



09.09.2020Dr. Rainer Rees 4

Graphic Source: Dr Melodie Garnier (CC BY 4.0)

Preprint:
Main publication
place: Preprint
server

Accepted Manuscript/ Postprint:
Main publication place: Repositories

- Institutional (Research Collection)
- Disciplinary (PubMed Central)
- Multidisciplinary (Zenodo)

Version of
Record/ Publisher 
Version:
Main publication
place:
- Publisher’s

website

https://unlockingresearch-blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=1872
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.de
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://zenodo.org/
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https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000397384

Preprint:
• Simple layout
• No journal info
• No publisher info
• (Arxiv No.)

https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000397384
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https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000325949

Accepted Version/Postprint:
• Simple or no layout
• Statement
• Journal info
• Link to publisher version

Where to get it:
• Your harddrive/ server
• Journal Submission 

System: 
https://openaccessbutton.o
rg/direct2aam

Why this version?
+ Peer-reviewed
+ Fulfills funder requirements

for EU and SNSF projects

https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000325949
https://openaccessbutton.org/direct2aam
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https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000054365

Publisher Version/ 
Version of record:
• Layout
• Volume and issue
• DOI
• Copyright info

https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-b-000054365


How to publish open access

Green Road

How does it work?

• Green Road OA means Self-archiving «subscription content» 

− Step 1: Publish in a «conventional» closed subscription journal/ conference proceedings/book
− Step 2: Deposit a peer-reviewed open access version (accepted manuscript) of your paper in a 

repository
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Green Road OA publishing

 Subscription publishers usually require authors to transfer copyright or 

grant them an exclusive license to publish their work

 But: They also usually allow some sort of self-archiving

 After a certain period of time (embargo)

 If you do not upload the publisher verison but the accepted version/postprint

(no publisher layout & logo)
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Green Road: copyright issues

 Where to look up the regulations?

 SHERPA/RoMEO Database: http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

 Publisher/journal website

 Copyright transfer agreement / publishing contract / license to publish
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http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
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https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ Tutorial

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo
https://youtu.be/QSW_VOuB7QU
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Information provided:
• Version
• Costs yes/no
• Embargo period
• Where

• Repository types
• Authors website
• etc.

• License
• Statements
• …



ETH Zurich’s repository: Research Collection
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• Publication directory /
university bibliography

• Open access repository

• Research data repository

www.research-collection.ethz.ch

http://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/


Upload fulltexts / add organisational code / suggest edit
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https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/display/RC/Add+full+texts

 Full texts have to be uploaded by the 

copyright/rights holder or an 

authorized representative (exception 

CC licenses).  https://www.research-

collection.ethz.ch/terms-of-use 

 No reason to worry about embargo 

periods for researchers  we take 

care

Video tutorial

https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/display/RC/Add+full+texts
https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/display/RC/Add+full+texts
https://www.research-collection.ethz.ch/terms-of-use
https://youtu.be/sMgcvo7tTQI


Thanks for your attention!

Data Management Plan (DMP) for the 
SNSF: what does it mean for me?
26 September 2020, Webinar via Zoom
www.library.ethz.ch/coffee-lectures

Next Coffee Lecture: 



Dr. Rainer Rees
E-Publishing Office
rainer.rees@library.ethz.ch

ETH Zürich
Library
HG H31.5
Rämistrasse 101
8092 Zurich

www.library.ethz.ch/coffee-lectures

http://www.library.ethz.ch/coffee-lectures
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