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The University of Southern Denmark is partner in co-creation with the University of Southern Denmark, The region of 

Southern Denmark and two media houses in connection with the Citizen Science project ”A Healthier Southern Denmark”

In short: Five health research projects with researchers from the region hospitals, are chosen in January 2022 –

and in the month of May a campaign is running on the two media houses .

The researchers compete for the share of 2 million danish kroner, and the decision is made by SMS votes from 

the regions citizens. The Final is on 18th of May.

The project was held in 2019 and 2020

Due to Covid-19 The project was postponed to 2022.



In Parallel, a high school panel was established, in 2019 as a pilot project (with two high 
schools and three classes).

In 2022 it is a formal project, with six high schools and nine classes. 
The project is revised and expanded and a survey on scientific literacy is added.

It seems that the project with libraries – CS and highs schools is unique.
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The high school project



The 2022 high school project:
Basic part and poster Competition

Basic part
o Week 9 and 10: Introduction and Online Survey 1 (SL) for all classes
o Week 9 to 14: Lessons from a SDU Libguide 

On 4 Themes with Videoes – Texts - Dilemmas
 Citizen Science
 The danish health sector
 Inequality in health and society
 Medias and source criticism

o Week 14: Online Survey 2 – three classes proceed to the poster competition

Poster competition week 16-18:
o Collection af data and interviews
o Meeting the researchers
o Visiting the media houses
o The grand final: exhibition and pitching posters



Meeting the researchers: Presentations and interviews.
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The posters 

Students collects data (based on 

questionnaires interviews and 

literature searching), and produces a 

Conference poster on one of the 

subjects from the main project. 

The posters are exhibited,  pitched  

and judged by a jury.

The winner posters from the pilot project in 2019



It is an obvious part of their curriculum, as high school students must incorporate  subjects as 

democracy, digital literacy, scientifique literacy, creation of knowledge and source criticism, 

now in a university environment. These are core tasks for a library. 

The SDU library: arouse the students interest and engagement in science and give them an 

insight and experience with the multiple opportunities Citizen Science offers.

They might even become "young fellow co-researchers”.

The educational level i.e. high schools, is chosen by the partners of the main project:

1. high school students are on an appropriate level of scientific knowledge

2. CS projects could encourage students to the health scientific field 

and increase pro-science attitudes.

Why is the university library involved in  high school projects?



Skills and experiences

Berits work task and roles: 
Collaborating, coordinating, planning and many, many meetings (mostly online) 
with teachers, principals, journalists, researchers and colleagues.

Thomas, head of communcations: 
Coordinator and collaborating with the parties, and researchers in the main project. 

Skills needed: 
• Knowledge on high schools curriculum (not mandatory)
• Common skills as a librarian
• Mediator of different groups of citizens
• Systematic approach, logistics and practicality (e.g. bookings)
• Communication on several levels, and with different target groups
• Multitasking
• Linking and bridging between citizens and researchers

For me: It is a good and educational experience!
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