
 

Open Access in H2020 
Please make sure you are using the most up-to-date version of this Factsheet 
Be aware that this Factsheet is not a legal document but shall give you helpful guidance and advice 
 
 

Open Access (OA) means providing the user with free of 
charge and reusable online access to scientific information. 
In the context of R&D, open access to 'scientific 
information' refers to two main categories: 

• Scientific publications 

• Scientific research data 

Costs related to OA can be charged to H2020 projects. 

Publications 

It is mandatory and a contractual obligation in all H2020 
projects to provide OA to all peer-reviewed scientific 
publications relating to the project’s results. If you breach 
this obligation, your grant may be reduced. 

HOW TO? Follow all the steps 1-3 

Step 1: Deposit a machine-readable electronic copy of the 
published version in a repository. 

Step 2: There are two possibilities to give OA to the 
publication, select one: 

a. “gold open access” (i.e. via the publisher AND via 
the repository): you publish directly in an OA 
journal 

b. “green open access” (i.e. via the repository only): 
within 6 months after publication. Choose either 
an established repository in your scientific domain 
or the institutional repository (see contacts below) 

Step 3: Ensure that the publication can be identified as an 
outcome of an H2020 project.   

Research Data 

The H2020 Open Research Data Pilot aims to maximise 
access and reuse of research data. For this, each project 
has to establish a Data Management Plan (as a 
deliverable). The participation in the pilot is voluntary. 

 

 
What is data management plan (DMP)? 
A DMP describes the data management life cycle for the 
data to be collected, processed and/or generated by a 
Horizon 2020 project. As part of making research data 
findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable (FAIR), a 
DMP should include information on the following:  

a. handling of research data during and after the end 
of the project;  

b. data will be collected, processed and/or 
generated; 

c. which methodology and standards will be applied;  

d. whether data will be shared/made open access 
and  

e. how data will be curated and preserved (including 
after the end of the project 

 

https://www.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/eu-grantsaccess-dam/documents/Repository/GeneralInfo/EUGA-H2020-Factsheet-OpenAccess.pdf
https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/


Where you can find support 

ETH Zürich: ETH Library 

Mail: e-publishing@library.ethz.ch 

Mail: data-management@library.ethz.ch 

Phone: +41 44 632 72 22 

ETH Open Access Publication 

ETH Research Data Management  

University of Zurich: Main Library, Date Services & 
Open Access 

Mail: oai@hbz.uzh.ch 

Phone: +41 44 635 41 62 

UZH Open Science 

Further information 

H2020 Online Manual on Open Access and Data Management 

mailto:e-publishing@library.ethz.ch
mailto:data-management@library.ethz.ch
https://library.ethz.ch/en/publishing-and-archiving/publishing-and-registering.html
https://library.ethz.ch/en/publishing-and-archiving/data-management-and-policies/research-data-management.html
mailto:oai@hbz.uzh.ch
https://www.openscience.uzh.ch/en.html
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-data-management/data-management_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-data-management/data-management_en.htm
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