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ASEAN 
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Association of Southeast Asian Country 
(ASEAN)  and Its Multilingualism 
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Languages of SE Asia 

         

Southeast Asia  
Population  628,360,000  
Languages 1,247 (Institutional  78, Developing 212,  Vigorous 434,  In 
trouble  410, Dying 113
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Asian-ASEAN Education Quality 
http://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/asian-university-rankings/2016 

Countries	 QS University Ranking in Asia and ASEAN 2016 	
( Within 50 Ranking) from 350 top universities)	

1. 	 National University of Singapore 	

2. 	 The University of Hong Kong    	

3. 	 Nangyang Technological University of Singapore	

4. 	 The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology	

5. 	 Tsinghua University	

6	 Korea Advanced Institute of Science and Technology	

7. 	 City University of Hong Kong	

8.	 The Chinese University of Hong Kong 	

9.	 Peking University	

10.	 Seoul National University 	

27	 University of Malaya	

45	 Chulalongkorn University (Thailand)	
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ASEAN Three Pillars: Economic Development,  
Socio-Cultural Evolution, and Political Stability  

•  Population  625 million,   
•  Area  4.5 million sq miles,  
•  GDP  2.3 trillion,  
•  Total trade 2.5 trillion,  
•  Total export and 
    Import 25% of Asia 
                       (asean.org, 2013)   

Multilingual 
Single 

Market 
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Asian/ASEAN  Leading  strategies  

Manufacturing - China 
Call Centers  -  Philippines 

Software Outsourcing –India                        Smart Island  -  Singapore 

   Semiconductors  - Taiwan 

					ASEAN MTI – Thailand  
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1.  Removal of trade barriers to reduce cost and time   
through   expansion, agreement  and  technology 
collaborations. 

 

 

Liberalization and Facilitation (Trade)                    Multilingual Single market     



Objective         Recommendation          Analysis          Implementation 

•  Trade, Industry

 Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RCEP)  

• Trade, Industry

Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) 

•  Trade, Industry …………

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 

•   Fresh, Diverse, Comprehensive New Resources Market to Global 
Economy 

ASEAN Single  Market 

Liberalization and Facilitation 
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The Belt and Road 
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Socio-Economic Routes  
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2.  Removal of communication barriers  to expand 
markets through  Multilingualism via  a new breed of  
translators and interpreters. 

 
Notes: ASEAN Charter: English is the working language. 

                Practically  including all the languages used  

                in ASEAN countries including less spoken languages  

                and languages for the disables. 

 

Liberalization and Facilitation           
communication  Barriers 
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PART 2 

ASEAN MTI  
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ASEAN Three Pillars: Economic Development,  Socio-Cultural 
Evolution, and Political Stability                        Peace Building 
 

Multilingual 
Single 

Market 

Peace Building

Notes:  STEM and STEAM 
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ASEAN Center for Multilingualism, 
Translation and Interpretation (ASEAN MTI) 

•  ASEAN Center for Multilingualism, Translation and Interpretation 
(ASEAN MTI) is the Center initiated by Association of Asian 
Translation Industry (AATI). AATI established in 2012 is currently 
composed of 11 member countries/states, namely, Cambodia, 
China, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam and 6 associate countries:  Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand, Switzerland, U.K. and U.S.A.  As the Center 
will belong to ASEAN community, the establishment is to seek 
formal approval or acknowledgement from ASEAN Cabinet. The 
Center is in the approval process by the Thai government as its 
host country. 
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The Establishment of ASEAN Center for 
Multilingualism, Translation and Interpretation 

“ASEAN is the most dynamic - geopolitical world focus.” 
“To sustain the ASEAN three pillars: Economic Development,  

Socio-Cultural-Educational Evolution and Political 
Stability.” 

“The three pillars cannot be sustained without 
understandable communication and the peace building.” 

“Through Multilingualism, Translation and Interpretation, 
ASEAN will be sustained.” 
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For the three ASEAN Pillars:  Sustainable Political stability, Economic 
growth, Socio-cultural evolution and Peace building 

 
1.  Development:   Advancement with awareness of our root, our 

history… 
2.  Sustainability:  Sufficiency economy philosophy 
3.   Collaboration:  Alone fast; together far 
4.  Peace building:  Talk to mind; not to ear. 

 	
  
																														
	In Progress 
 

ASEAN  MTI  Vision and Mission 
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Translators and Interpreters as Peace Builders. 
How can Science and Technology help with the world disaster?  
The more the world developed, the more crisis we have? 
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ISO-Canada, EUDG-Belgium 
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Brussels: DG-I&T 
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EUDG, CIUTI 
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International Translator’s Day  
(Deputy Prime Minister- Thailand) 
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India-Malaysia (Lan Online courses), Cambodia (ITD 
2014) 
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Nepal, Vietnam, Thai, Japan, Cambodia-AATI / Training 2015 



Objective         Recommendation          Analysis          Implementation 

Vietnam   (ITD 2015),   
Laos – Deputy Ministry of Culture 2016 
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ASEAN MTI Summit 26-28 October 2016, Bangkok, Thailand https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZJ8MOzTK9oM 
Preview YouTube video AATI-ASEAN Summit 26-28 October 2016 AATI-ASEAN Summit 26-28 
October 2016 
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ASEAN MTI Group  

Analysis	

ASEAN

ASIA

ASSOCIATES	
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Looking for more Collaborations and Ideas 
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Association of Asian Translation Industry 
(AATI) - ASEAN MTI 

   International Translator’s Day 

    November 2017, Hanoi, Vietnam 

 
           “ASEAN Multilingualism, Translation and Interpretation: 

   Elixir to Global Communication” 
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To know language superficially is to insulting it as language is a valuable 

treasure of mankind  
and culture of any nation.   

Why we do not treasure language like culture?   
We use it without honoring it?  

 

 
 maneerat@cpe.rmutt.ac.th 

 

     THANK YOU. 


