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Q: Can I make changes to papers included in my cumulative thesis? 
 
Generally, each paper included in a cumulative thesis should correspond exactly to the latest 
version as received or published by the publisher.  
In other words: 

• to the published version in case of a published paper 
• to the accepted version in case it is accepted but not yet published and 
• to the latest submitted version in case it is only submitted.  

 
However, in certain cases it may be necessary to make minor modifications for inclusion in 
the thesis document (see examples hereunder).  
In all such cases, differences between the published/accepted/submitted version and the one 
included in the thesis document must be declared explicitly in your thesis document. Ideally, 
you produce a corresponding note at the page where the respective contribution starts. 
 
Instances for slight modification are: 

• If, for legal reasons, you cannot use the final version of a document (including 
typesetting and formatting). 
In that case, please make sure to obtain or verify permission from the publisher to 
include pre-print or post-print, and clearly indicate in the thesis that it is a pre-print or 
a post-print. (For clarification of terms, please see 
https://documentation.library.ethz.ch/display/RC/Cumulative+doctoral+thesesl 
 

• If, for formatting reasons like different layout, fonts, etc., you chose to include a pre-
print or post-print of the paper instead of the published version.  
This is acceptable, if allowed by the rules of the respective publisher. However, a 
remark on the thesis document must clarify that it is a pre-print or post-print of your 
paper. Additionally, please mention the differences with respect to your published 
paper (e.g. “This is a post-print of N.N. et al. (2018), differing from the published 
paper only in terms of layout and formatting.”) 
 

• If your paper is only submitted (not yet accepted) and you include 
corrections/modifications without resubmitting.  
Please indicate that this paper is a pre-print of a submitted paper. Additionally, denote 
the Journal/Conference and specify the changes explicitly (e.g. “figures: graphical 
presentation improved; typos corrected in text and equations”). 

 
• If your paper has been accepted or published, changes – including notation or 

terminology – are no longer allowed.  
However, an errata sheet listing corrections to the paper can be included in the thesis 
document or, alternatively, additional explanations can be given in a separate chapter 
or in an appendix to the thesis. Please make a remark on the first page of the 
respective paper in order to prompt the reader of your thesis to that additional 
material. 
 

Further library link: https://library.ethz.ch/en/publishing-and-archiving/publishing-and-
registering/publishing-in-the-research-collection.html 
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