
Checklist before Aptitude Colloquium (AC) 
 

1. Doctoral Plan received 1 month before AC? 

2. Check: Content of Doctoral Plan in line with Parts 1-4 of template? 

3. Result sheet received from Dr-Admin D-BAUG? 

(2-3 weeks prior to AC) 

 

4. AC Committee Members as in Stipulations? 

• Thesis Supervisor  
• Second Advisor  
• Independent Additional Member: A University professor outside ETH 

Zurich, not a co-author involved in the thesis project and not a participant 
in the doctoral project.  
 

• D-BAUG allows up to 4 additional experts of the field (provided they are 
officially nominated beforehand). These experts are also allowed to 
evaluate the candidate’s performance. 
 

 
 

Note: Result sheet shows final composition of AC Committee. 
(No pop-up people allowed!) 

 

https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/associates/students/doktorat/files/Doktoratsplan_Template_2022.pdf
mailto:doctorate@baug.ethz.ch
https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/main/doctorate/files/Detailbestimmungen_Dep/2022-01-27_Detailbestimmungen_BAUG_EN.pdf
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Guidelines for Chairperson of Aptitude Colloquium (AC) at D-BAUG 
 
(adapted to original version by Prof. I. Hajnsek, 2015/2018, initially for Doctoral Examinations) 
___________________________________________________________________ 

Legal Basis:    Art. 11 – 17 of ETH Ordinance on a Doctorate 

 

Welcome 

• welcome doctoral student 
• welcome external committee member(s) 
• welcome thesis supervisor 
• welcome 2nd advisor 

 

Introduction of chairperson 
• chairperson presents himself / herself  
• confirms having checked doctoral plan regarding fulfillment of requirements in 

Art. 11 of the Doctoral Ordinance 
 

• checks presence1 of all compulsory attendees in accordance with Art. 6 of 
the BAUG Detailed stipulations regarding doctorate, i.e.: 

o doctoral student  
o thesis supervisor  
o 2nd Advisor 
o minimum of 1 external, independent university professor, 

(i.e. outside ETH, not a co-author involved in thesis project, not a participant in the 
doctoral project)  

 

Explanation of different colloquium phases: 
1) presentation by doctoral student: max. 30 minutes 
2) questions of min. 30 minutes 
3) doctoral student leaves room 
4) all committee members evaluate Aptitude Colloquium 
 
Chairperson:  Any questions surrounding these phases? 

 

 
1  The physical presence of the aptitude committee at the aptitude colloquium is not mandatory. (see section 4.1 of RSETHZ 
340.311en, Rector’s Implementation Provisions for the ETH Zurich Ordinance on the Doctorate, version: 01.01.2022). 

https://rechtssammlung.sp.ethz.ch/Dokumente/340.31en.pdf
https://rechtssammlung.sp.ethz.ch/Dokumente/340.31en.pdf
https://rechtssammlung.sp.ethz.ch/Dokumente/340.311en.pdf
https://rechtssammlung.sp.ethz.ch/Dokumente/340.311en.pdf
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Phase 1: 

Doctoral student gives presentation (max. 30 minutes). 

 
Phase 2:   

Min. 30 minutes of questions by the committee members, to be raised in the following 
order: 

o 1st:  external expert 
o 2nd: 2nd advisor 
o 3rd:  thesis supervisor 
o 4th:  additional experts, if any 

 

Phase 3:  

 Doctoral student closes laptop and leaves room with her/his mobile phone.  

Evaluation / discussion by the entire aptitude committee: 

o Comments by the members of the aptitude committee 
(same order as questions posed in Phase 2) 

o Each committee member should clearly state whether, in his / her 
opinion, the doctoral student passed the aptitude colloquium. 
 

Phase 4:   

Outcome of the colloquium: See different options on result sheet.  
 
Note: A Report by the Chairperson, with input from each member of the AC 
committee, is only required if a unanimous agreement on the result of the AC could 
not be reached. 

 
Please tick relevant box on result sheet as this info is needed by the Central Doctoral 
Administration for further processing, i.e. for confirmation of definitive admission. 
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Annex 1

Supporting Documents for the Compilation of the Doctoral Plan

ETH Zurich Ordinance on the Doctorate and Rector’s Implementation Provisions
D-BAUG Detailed Stipulations) 

The German version is legally binding, though. 

Doktoratsverordnung   (Ordinance) 

Art. 11

Ausführungsbestimmungen   (Implementation Provisions) 

Auszug aus Art. 3

D-BAUG Detailbestimmungen   (Detailed Stipulations D-BAUG) 
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Annex 2

Supporting Documents on the Aptitude Colloquium

ETH Zurich Ordinance on the ETH Doctorate and Rector’s Implementation Provisions
D-BAUG Detailed Stipulations)

The German version is legally binding, though.

Doktoratsverordnung (Ordinance)
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Ausführungsbestimmungen   (Implementation Provisions)



Doctoral Plan and Aptitude Colloquium 07.2022 page 5 of 5

D-BAUG Detailbestimmungen   (Detailed Stipulations D-BAUG)
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D-BAUG 
Dept. of Civil, Environmental & Geomatic 
Engineering 
Doctoral Administration D-BAUG 
ETH-Hönggerberg 
CH-8093 Zürich 
Tel. +41 (0)44 633 31 12 
studiensekretariat.doktorat@baug.ethz.ch 
www.baug.ethz.ch 

 

Aptitude Colloquium  (AC) 
 

Doctoral Student: Name 

Degree: Bish_titel;  Schule 

Date of Colloquium: EK_datum_lang_en                  (final deadline: Frist_EK) 

Time: EK_zeith to EK_zeit_bish 

Place: ETH Zurich, Hönggerberg, EK_ort 
EK_hinweis 

 

Title of Doctoral Plan: Titel_Doktoratsplan 

 
Result: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 passed successfully 
 
 no unanimous agreement on the result;  

Doctoral Committee D-BAUG to decide within 1 month 
 

 failed; repetition within 3 months from date of 1st AC, 
provided thesis supervisor is in favour 

 
 failed; no repetition foreseen  

requirement: unanimous agreement by AC Committee 
 

 repetition successful 
 
 repetition failed 
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Chairperson: Vorsitz_EK 
 
 
                                                                  -------------------------------- 
                                                                            Signature:  

Thesis 
Supervisor: 

Dissertationsleiter_titel,  
D-BAUG 

2nd Advisor:  Zweitbetreuer_titel 

Independent 
Member of AC: 

EK_Mitglieder_Liste 

additional 
member of AC 
# 1: 

 

additional 
member of AC 
# 2: 

 

 
 
A Report by the Chairperson, with input from each member of the AC committee, is only 
required if a unanimous agreement on the result of the AC could not be reached. 
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