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1. Aim 

The Master’s thesis completes the Master’s degree programme. It verifies the student’s ability to work in 
an independent, structured and scientific manner.  
 
 
2. Admission 

Students are only permitted to commence the Master’s thesis if they have 

a. completed the Bachelor’s degree programme; 
b. fulfilled all additional requirements for admission to the Master’s degree programme in Spatial De-

velopment and Infrastructure Systems, if any such requirements were imposed; 
c. acquired at least 90 credits in the Master’s degree programme, including the required credits for 

compulsory subjects and for interdisciplinary project work. 
 
 
3. Supervision 

The Master’s thesis addresses one of the three specialisation areas and is supervised by an ETH pro-
fessor from the corresponding discipline. 
 
 
4. Organisation 

Work on the Master’s thesis is carried out over 18 weeks1 and is concluded within this period with a writ-
ten report, a two-page executive summary and an oral presentation. At least 2 – 3 interim discussions 
between the student and the supervisor are recommended during this period. The supervisor is respon-
sible for organising the presentation. It should, if possible, be given in the second-to-last or the last week 
of the thesis period. For the presentation and for the exhibition of Master’s theses at the degree ceremo-
ny, a poster in A0 format must be prepared by the student. 
 
The Director of Studies determines the start and submission dates (see point 10). If substantial reasons 
are supplied in written form, the Director of Studies may on request grant an extension of the working 
period or a postponement of the Master’s thesis unit as a whole. His/her decision is final. Extension re-
quests are processed only for extensions of more than five working days. 
 
Students may attend other courses while carrying out their Master’s thesis. 
 
 

 
1 16 weeks of work plus 2 weeks of compensation for holidays, sick days and other brief absences. 
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5. Assessment 

The Master’s thesis is graded. The supervisor determines the assessment criteria and lists them in writ-
ing when thesis work commences; he/she enters the final grade in eDoz when the thesis is concluded.  
The Master’s thesis is passed if it receives a grade of 4.0 or higher. A successful Master’s thesis com-
prises 20 credits. 
 
 
6. Group work 

The Master’s thesis may be undertaken as a group project, provided that the individual efforts of each 
group member can be assessed. The efforts of each group member are graded individually. Undertaking 
the thesis as a group project requires the previous written approval of the Master’s thesis supervisor. 
 
 
7. Repetition 

A failed Master’s thesis may be repeated once. If it is repeated, a new theme must be addressed. The 
repetition may be supervised by a different supervisor than in the first attempt. A Master’s thesis which 
has already received a pass grade cannot be repeated. 
 
 
8. Enrolment 

Students may view a variety of themes on the degree programme website. It is also possible to define a 
topic individually in consultation with the respective professor.  
 
Students must enrol for the Master’s thesis electronically in myStudies before starting work. It is the su-
pervising professor’s responsibility to check enrolment and confirm supervision in eDoz before 
the student starts working on the thesis. The student must not start working on the thesis before enrol-
ment and confirmation. 
 
 
9. Master’s thesis at another university 

The Director of Studies can grant permission for the student to work on the Master’s thesis at another 
university, e.g. as part of a student exchange programme. However, all the aspects mentioned above still 
apply. In particular, an ETH professor working in the area of the thesis must be involved as co-
supervisor, adequate supervision at the host university must be assured, and the thesis must be submit-
ted at ETH. The ETH professor is responsible for grading the thesis and for ensuring that the level and 
the quality of the work meet the requirements of ETH. A form for the confirmation of written work at part-
ner universities with exchange programmes can be found at www.sd-is.baug.ethz.ch/exchange.  
 
 
10. Deadlines 

Start and submission dates:  
see www.sd-is.baug.ethz.ch/dates  

 

http://www.sd-is.baug.ethz.ch/exchange
http://www.sd-is.baug.ethz.ch/dates

