
Vitamin B12

Vitamin B12, the chemically most complex of the vitamins, is amongst the most 
intriguing molecules of life, fulfilling numerous biological functions. 
Discovered in 1926, its chemical structure determined in 1956 by x-ray 
analysis, it took until 1972, when the research groups of Albert Eschenmoser 
(ETH Zürich) and Robert B. Woodward (Harvard University) succeeded in 
accomplishing its chemical synthesis. The achievement stands as a 
masterpiece of synthetic chemistry.

The Department of Chemistry and Applied Biosciences has a long tradition of
outstanding research, recognized by several Nobel Prizes. The 1000 members
of our Department are exploring the molecular basis of nature and are making
compounds and materials for a better life.
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