
2023 Activity Report
COPL General Assembly

28 September 2023

Dr. Mathias Beck
Scientific Programme Manager

Centre for Origin and Prevalence of Life



28 Sep. 2023Centre for Origin and Prevalence of Life (COPL) – copl.ethz.ch 3



28 Sep. 2023Centre for Origin and Prevalence of Life (COPL) – copl.ethz.ch 4



Memberships

Centre for Origin and Prevalence of Life (COPL) – copl.ethz.ch 1928.09.2023

Department # of Members, i.e., Group Leaders Change

D BIOL 5 -1
D BSSE 1
D CHAB 4 / 2* 0 / +2*
D ERDW 18 -1
D ITET 0 / 1* 0 / +1*
D PHYS 9 / 2* +1
D USYS 2 -3
PSI* 5 +3
Total 44 -1



Scientific Steering Committee

• 4 Meetings since the last General Assembly

- 07 December 2022 - virtual

- 08 February 2023 - virtual

- 13 April 2023 - virtual

- 19 September 2023 – in person
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Active Programmes
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NOMIS–ETH Fellowships 

Research Projects 

Short-term Visitors 

Seminars 
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Documentation
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NOMIS–ETH Fellowships – 2023 Cohort
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NOMIS–ETH Fellowships – 2023 Cohort
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A warm welcome to Craig !

How to find Craig:

Email: craig.walton@erdw.ethz.ch

Office: NW D 88.2 …
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NOMIS–ETH Fellowships – 2024 Cohort
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Applications by 10 November 2023

Up to 3 fellows selected …

Announcement in February 2024

Start in September 2024

Please spread the word !
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NOMIS–ETH Fellowships – 2024 Cohort
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https://ethz.ch/en/research/young-researchers.html



NOMIS–ETH Fellowships – 2024 Cohort
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https://ethz.ch/en/research/research-promotion.html



Active Programmes
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Research Projects

• Call open from 28 April to 26 May 2023

• 10 projects submitted

• 1 rejected for formal reasons – requested 

funding significantly too high

• 3 reviewers per projects

• Selection Committee

- Didier Queloz (chair), Paolo Arosio, Jérome 

Faist, Jörn Piel, 

Maria Schönbächler, Mathias Beck 

(secretary)

• 3 projects selected for funding

- 443 kCHF - 400 kCHF budgeted

- announcement on 07 July 2023
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Research Projects
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Research Projects
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Short-term Visitors

• Call open from 28 April to 02 June 2023

• 4 applications submitted

• Selection Committee

- Didier Queloz (chair), Sascha Quanz, Roland 

Riek, Cara Magnabosco, Mathias Beck 

(secretary)

• 4 visitors selected for funding

- 11 kCHF - 10 kCHF budgeted

- announcement on 16 June 2023
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Short-term Visitors
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Short-term Visitors
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Short-term Visitors
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Seminars
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HIT F 23.2 NO D 45
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Seminars
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HIT F 23.2 NO D 45

28.09.2023

During the semester: every 2nd Friday 12:30 –

light lunch from 12:00, please register



Seminars – past
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Seminars – confirmed upcoming
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Seminars – departments, institutes, research groups
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Please inform 

me in advance 

about relevant 

seminars.



COPL Infrastructure
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Managing Office - copl.management@sympa.ethz.ch
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COPL Infrastructure – HIT F floor
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COPL Common Room
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COPL Infrastructure – HIT G floor 
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COPL Infrastructure it is all yours
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Everybody is welcome to   USE
Simply contact us …

• Visitor desks

• Shared desks

• Video conferencing

• Meetings with a small number of participants

• Informal discussions

• Workshops

• Seminars

• Lectures
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Communication
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Communication

• Website

• Emails

• Newsletter

• Social media: X f.k.a. Twitter, LinkedIn

• Contacts with Hochschulkommunikation

- Marianne Lucien, Anna Maltsev – International and Swiss Media

- Corinne Landolt – contact point for COPL

- Meeting 11 October 2023 to kick start communication approach / plan 
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Website
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Website – statistics since 1 June 2023
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Website – News channel
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Website – Opportunities
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Newsletter
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1st edition : July 2023

Plan: Quarterly editions
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Social Media
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Social Media - LinkedIn
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Social Media - LinkedIn
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Please follow COPL !



Origins Federation

Centre for Origin and Prevalence of Life (COPL) – copl.ethz.ch 6828.09.2023



Origins Federation
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Yearly conference

2024: Cambridge, UK

2025: Chicago, USA (TBC)

2026: Zurich, CH (TBC)

2027: Cambridge, USA (TBC)

…

28.09.2023
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Thank you !

Questions ?


