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Dr. Madhushree Sekher is Professor & Chairperson, Centre for Study of Social Exclusion and 
Inclusive Policy, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. She has a Masters degree and PhD in 

Political Science. She teaches in the areas of state, democracy, and public policy at the Post-

Graduate level, besides guiding research scholars. Her main areas of research interest are 
institutions, governance and development, mainly centered on processes of governing at the sub-

state/local level, the State-society interrelationships and the nature of user/citizen involvement in 

the process through participatory partnerships, and the institutional aspects involved 
 

Dr. Sekher has more than a decade of expertise in researching the multi-dimensional issues of 

‘governance’ in India, related to natural resource management, delivery of public services, or 

betterment of weaker sections. Her research and writings emphasize the fact that political issues 
cannot be understood without considering the wider socio-economic factors and the ground level 

power equations. She has been the recipient of many fellowships and research grants. This 

includes a Ford Foundation PhD Fellowship through Institute for Social & Economic Change, 
Bangalore; the International Foundation for Agricultural Research (IFAR) Fellowship; the Indo-

Dutch (IDPAD) and Shastri Indo-Canadian fellowships; Sir Ratan Tata Trust (SRTT) Capacity-

building small grants; and research grants from the International Food Policy Research Institute 
(IFPRI), Washington DC. She was a recipient of the World Bank Robert S. McNamara 

Fellowship for her post-doctoral research on ‘indigenous institutions and community resource 

management in India’. She was a visiting scholar at University of Amsterdam, University of 

Alberta, Indiana University, University of Sydney and University of Hohenheim, Stuttgart, 
Germany.  

 

Her current research is on improving governance and gender equity in rural services, and role of 
institutions for food security in rural India, vulnerabilities and ethnic politics. She has authored a 

number of articles and research reports on related subjects, which have been published nationally 

and internationally.  

Some of her recent publications include: 
A. Books 

 

 Co-author, 2013 (with Bill Pritchard, Anu Rammohan, S. Parasuraman and Chetan Choithani). Feeding 

India: Livelihoods, Entitlements and Capabilities. Earthscan Publishers, UK. 

 
 Co-author (2010). Gender and Governance in Rural Services: Insights from India, Ghana, and 

Ethiopia (Agriculture and Rural Development Series). World Bank and International Food Policy 
Research Institute, Washington DC.  

 
 Co-author (2009). Guideline for Planning and Implementation of Watershed Development 

Program in India. Global Theme on Agro- ecosystems . International Crops Research Institute for 
Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) and Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, New 
Delhi:pgs 95 

 
 Co-authr, 2002 (with Abdul Aziz, N. Sivanna, M.Davendra Babu, and C.C.Nelson ). Decentralized 

Governance and Planning in Three Southern States: A Comparative Study. Macmillian Publishers, 
New Delhi. 328 pp. 

 

B. Articles in Journals / Contributions to Books 
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1. Pritchard, B., Rammohan, A., & Sekher, Madhushree. (2013). “Food security as a lagging component of 
India’s human development: A function of interacting entitlement failures”, South Asia: Journal of 

South Asian Studies, Vol. 36, No. 2, pp 213–228.  
 

2. Katharina Raabe, Regina Birner, Madhushree Sekher, K.G. Gayathri Devi, Amrita Shilpi and Eva 

Schiffer (September 2012). ‘Overcoming the Governance Challenges of Implementing MGNREGA? 

Insight from Bihar Using Process-Influence-Mapping’, in Ashok Pankaj, edited, Right to Work and 

Rural India: Working of the Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. SAGE 
India, New Delhi. 

 
3. Sekher, Madhushree (co-author with Regina Birner and Katharina Rabee), April 2012. Reforming the 

Public Administration for Food Security and Agricultural Development: Insights from an 
Empirical Study in Karnataka. IFPRI Discussion Paper 01175, International Food Policy Research 

Institute, Washington DC. (Web Link- 
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ifpridp01175.pdf ) 
 

4. Sekher, Madhushree and Geetanjoy Sahu (2011). Community-Based Environmental Governance and 
Local Justice. In: Global Civil Society 2011: Globality and Absence of Justice, edited by H.Anheier, 
M.Glasius, Mary Kaldor, Gil-Sung Park, and C.Sengupta. Palgrave Macmillan, UK. Pgs: 108-119 
 

5. Sekher, Madhushree, Manoj Kumar and Lakhan Singh (2010). Governance and Service Delivery in 

Urban Local Communities: The Case of Urban Governance in Orissa, Vikalpa: The Journal of 

Decision Makers, IIM, Ahemdabad, 35 (1), p.93-96. 
 

6. Sekher, Madhushree (co-author with Katharina Rabee, Regina Birner). April 2010. How to Overcome 

the Governance Challenges of Implementing NREGA: Insights from Bihar Using Process-
Influence Mapping. IFPRI Discussion Paper 963, International Food Policy Research Institute, 
Washington DC. (Web Link-  http://www.ifpri.org/publications/results/taxonomy%3A468 ) 

7. Sekher, Madhushree (co-author with Katharina Rabee and Regina Birner). July 2009. The Effects of 

Political Reservations for Women on Local Governance and Rural Service Provision - Survey 
Evidence for Karnataka. IFPRI Discussion Paper 878, International Food Policy Research Institute, 
Washington DC. (Web Link- http://www.ifpri.org/pubs/dp/ifpridp00878.asp.)  

 
8. Sekher, Madhushree (2005) ‘Keeping Our Cities Clean: Urban Solid Waste Management in Karnataka’, 

Journal of Social and Economic Development, Volume 6, No.2: 159-175. 

 
9. Sekher, Madhushree (2003). ‘Creating Alternative Institutional Arrangements: Role of User-group Self-

initiatives’, in Alka Dameja (edited) Contemporary Debates in Public Administration, Prentice-Hall 

of India Private Limited, New Delhi: 352-369. 
 

10. Sekher, Madhushree (2002). ‘Crafting Institutions for Decentralized Rural Governance in India: The 
Tamil Nadu Experience’, Indian Social Science Review, Sage Publishers, Vol 4 (2), 2002: 325-363.  

 
11. Sekher, Madhushree (2001). ‘Organised Participatory Resource Management: Insights from Community 

Forestry Practices in India’, Journal of Forest Policy and Economics, Elsevier Science, The 
Netherlands, Vol 3/ 3-4: 137-154. 

 
12. Sekher, Madhushree (2001). ‘Organizations for Participatory Common Property Resource 

Management’, in Bhaskar Vira and Roger Jeffrey (edited) Analytical Issues in Participatory Natural 

Resource Management, Palgrave Publishers, Hampshire:  73 – 89. 

 
13. Sekher, Madhushree (2001). ‘Tackling society’s ‘detritus’: Stakeholder partnerships and urban service 

delivery in India’, Asian Journal of Political Science, Singapore, Vol 9, No.2, December: 54-77. 
 

14. Sekher, Madhushree (2000). ‘Status of Panchayats in Tamil Nadu’, in B.K. Chandrasekhar (edited) 
Panchayati Raj in India: Status Report 1999. Task Force on Panchayati Raj, Rajiv Gandhi 
Foundation, New Delhi (March). 

 
15. Beukering, Pieter van, Madhushree Sekher, Reyer Gerlagh and Vijay Kumar (1999). Analyzing Urban 

Solid Waste in Developing Countries: A Perspective on Bangalore, India. CREED Working Paper 
Series, No. 24, International Institute for Environment and Development, London: 36 pages. 
(http://www.iied.org/creed) 
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16. Sekher, Madhushree (1998) ‘Panchayat Reforms in Tamil Nadu: A Historical Perspective’, Journal of 

Rural Development, Vol. 17, No.1, January – March:77-97  
 

17. Sekher, Madhushree (1997). ‘Organizations for Sustainable Common Property Resource Development’, 

Review of Development and Change, Vol. 2, No. 1, January-June: 134-156.   
 

18. Aziz, A., and Madhushree Sekher (1997). ‘Development Planning: The Contours that ISEC has 
Traversed’, in P V Shenoi (edited) Contours of Social and Economic Change, Concept, New Delhi: 
76-89 

 
19. Sekher, Madhushree, B. Vijay Kumar and C.K. Shyamala (1997). ‘Role of Voluntary Organizations’, in 

Abdul Aziz (edited) Industrialisation, Socio-Economic Externalities and State Policy, Concept 

Publishers, New Delhi: 207-220. 
 

20. B.S.Bhargava and Madhushree Mallik (1996). ‘Participatory Approach to Rural Development: The 
Organizational Perspective’, in V.S. Mahajan (edited) Agriculture, Rural Development and 

Panchayat Raj (Vol. II), Deep and Deep Publications, Jaipur (India): 155-178. 
 

21. Sangita, S.N., Madhushree Sekher and N. Jayaram (1992). ‘Politics, Administration and Social Forestry 
on Common Lands: Experiences from India’, Indian Journal of Administrative Science, Vol. 3, No. 1 

& 2, January-December: 107-123. 
 

C. Working Papers 

 Report on the Asia Regional Workshop on Compensation for Ecosystem Services. Working 

Paper 35.  Nairobi:  World Agroforestry Centre. 2007. (Co-author: with Raju, KV, S. 
Puttaswamaiah, and Rachel Rumley). 

 

 Criteria and indicators for ecosystem service reward and compensation mechanisms: 

realistic, voluntary, conditional and pro-poor.  Working Paper 37. Nairobi:  World Agroforestry 
Centre. 2007. (Co-author: with Van Noordwijk, Meine, Beria Leimona, Lucy Emerton, Thomas P. 

Tomich, Sandra Velarde, Mikkel Kallesoe, and Brent Swallow).  www.worldagroforestry.org  
 

 Organization and Governance for Fostering Pro-Poor Compensation for Ecosystem Services.  

Working Paper 39. Nairobi:  World Agroforestry Centre. 2007.  (Co-author: with Bracer, C., Sara 

Scherr, Augusta Molnar,)  www.worldagroforestry.org  

 
 Indigenous Institutions and Forest Conservation: User-Group Self-Initiatives in India, ISEC 

Working Paper Series 140, Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore, 2004. 

 

 Tackling Society’s ‘Detritus’: Stakeholder Partnerships and Urban Service Delivery in India, 

ISEC Working Paper Series 101, Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore, 2002. 

 

 Local Organizations and Participatory CPR Management: Some Reflections, ISEC Working 

Paper Series 61, Institute for Social and Economic Change, Bangalore, 2000. 

 

 Analyzing Urban Solid Waste in Developing Countries: A Perspective on Bangalore, India, 

co-author with Pieter van Beukering, Reyer Gerlagh and Vijay Kumar. CREED Working Paper 
Series, No. 24, International Institute for Environment and Development, London, 1999.  

http://www.iied.org/creed  
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