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Press Release 
Zurich, 25 November 2021, 10am 

KOF Healthcare Expenditure Forecast: pandemic causing 

sharp increase in spending this year 

Healthcare expenditure will increase by 7.3 per cent this year owing to the pandemic. The 

growth rate will then fall significantly to 1.3 per cent in 2022 and 1.2 per cent in 2023. These are 

the key findings of the KOF Healthcare Expenditure Forecast, which was prepared with the 

help of a research contribution from comparis.ch. 

 

KOF is forecasting an increase of 7.3 per cent in nominal healthcare expenditure for the current year, which 

is mainly caused by the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. According to KOF’s forecast, growth rates 

will subsequently fall back to 1.3 per cent in 2022 and 1.2 per cent in 2023. Healthcare expenditure grew by 

2.9 per cent in 2020, according to KOF’s calculations. However, the trajectory over the forecasting period 

will be not insignificantly determined by the past and expected evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 

average annual increase over the entire forecasting period (2020 to 2023) is 3.2 per cent, following 3.0 per 

cent over the 2010s and 4.0 per cent over the years 2000 to 2009. 

 

Healthcare expenditure rising in absolute terms and relative to GDP  

 

The ratio of healthcare expenditure to gross domestic product (GDP) is expected to rise again this year 

from 12.0 per cent to 12.3 per cent and then to fall back slightly in 2022 (12.0 per cent) and 2023 (11.8 per 

cent). Here, too, the evolution of the forecasting period is partly being determined by the pandemic. Over 

the entire forecasting period (2020 to 2023) the ratio of healthcare expenditure to GDP averages 12.0 per 

cent, following 10.8 per cent over the 2010s and 9.7 per cent over the years 2000 to 2009. During the fore-

casting period, KOF expects to see healthcare expenditure of CHF 84.8 billion in 2020, CHF 91 billion in 

2021, CHF 92.3 billion in 2022 and CHF 93.4 billion in 2023, as shown in the table below.  

 

COVID-19 tests causing higher government and household spending 

Analysis of the financing of healthcare expenditure shows that the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 and, espe-

cially, 2021 caused the government to make historically very high contributions to growth. This can be at-

tributed to the Federal Council’s swift decision to bear the cost of a large proportion of diagnostic COVID-19 

tests and the supply of vaccines to the population. This trend will be reversed in 2022 and 2023 provided, of 

course, that the pandemic does not require the government to make an even greater financial commitment 

in the healthcare sector.  

 

The second striking feature is the strong contribution to growth made by households’ self-financed 

healthcare expenditure in 2021. The cost of COVID-19 tests, which is not borne by the federal government, 

is likely to be largely responsible for this. Self-payments will increase significantly this year owing to the new 

testing regime in place since autumn 2021. Over the coming years, however, the privately paid cost of tests 

should decline again – assuming, at least, that the pandemic does not bring any further unpleasant sur-

prises. 
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Healthcare expenditure for 2020 to 2023 

 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Expenditure (CHF million) 82,472* 84,850 91,037 92,250 93,384 

Growth rate 2.8%* 2.9% 7.3% 1.3% 1.2% 

*Figure according to BFS 1 

 
 
 

 

About the study 

The forecast compiled by KOF Swiss Economic Institute at ETH Zurich on the levels of Swiss 

healthcare expenditure over time is published annually and supported by a research contribution from 

the internet comparison service comparis.ch. 

 

 

 

 

 

You can find the detailed study (in German) on our website:   

https://kof.ethz.ch/en/publications/kof-studies.html→ 

 

 

 

You can find further information on the KOF Healthcare Expenditure Forecast here: 

https://kof.ethz.ch/en/forecasts-and-indicators/forecasts/kof-forecasts-of-swiss-health-car-expendi-

tures.html→ 
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