Larval stage of the Mexican bean beetle, Epilachna varivestis (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae).
(Photo: Hannier Pullido)
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Exploring the role of chemical signaling in ecology, which has practical relevance for sustainable food )
production and other pressing societal challenges.
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Contribution to the WFSC

The Biocommunictaion and Enotomology group explores
the role of chemical signaling in mediating ecological
interactions among species, with a particular focus on
characterizing olfactory cues and signals and their role
in information transfer. Most of the work focuses on
multitrophic interactions among plants, insects, and mi-
crobes, and on the interactions of insect disease vectors
with their plant and animal hosts. The diverse empirical
techniques employed range from molecular biology and
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