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3CSS Annual Report 2022 Foreword

The “Bulletin 2022 on Swiss Security Policy” focused, 
among other things, on Switzerland’s cooperation with 
its partner states in the field of security and defense 
policy, the military use of drones, and the priorities of 
Switzerland’s UN Security Council membership. 

The authors of the publication series “Strategic Trends” 
focused on relations between China and  Russia, 
 hypersonic technology as a political instrument in 
great power competition, the future of the nuclear 
arms control regime, and the reorganization of the 

“Indo-Pacific”. 

This year, the annual “Studie Sicherheit” conducted a 
follow-up survey in response to the war in Ukraine to 
assess, among other things, the impact on neutrality 
as a guiding political principle in  Switzerland.

This annual report provides an overview of our activ-
ities and is intended to encourage reading of our pub-
lications. Our publications are available online on our 
website www.css.ethz.ch. If you would like to receive 
regular updates on CSS publications, you can sign up 
for our monthly newsletter here, www.css.ethz.ch/
en/center/css-newsletter.html, or follow us on Twit-
ter (@CSS_ETHZurich), Facebook (@CSS.ETHZurich) 
or LinkedIn.

I wish you a stimulating read.

Prof. Dr. Andreas Wenger
Director, Center for Security Studies (CSS)

Foreword

Russia’s war in Ukraine, which began on February 24, 
2022, dominated national and international  security 
policy debates last year. The Russian invasion of 
Ukraine has already claimed thousands of lives, and 
the destruction of the country by military escalation 
is massive. On a political level, the war also has pro-
found consequences for Europe and international re-
lations: Defense, security and foreign policy, NATO, the 
system of nuclear control and cooperation between 
states are confronted with new realities. These im-
plications for the security architecture also affect 
 Switzerland, which is located in the heart of Europe.

An important focus of the CSS’ work has therefore 
been to analyze and classify the current situation, its 
medium- and long-term implications, and to devel-
op recommendations for the strategic direction and 
further development of Swiss foreign, security, and 
defense policy.

At the same time, the consequences of the rival inter-
ests of the great powers have continued to intensify. 
Geopolitical conflicts, the competition for technologi-
cal supremacy – especially between the United States 
and China – as well as the uncertainties in global sup-
ply chains that became apparent not least during the 
Coronavirus Pandemic and the upheavals on the Asian 
continent in view of China’s rise pose enormous chal-
lenges for the international community. 

The articles in the CSS’ annual publications have 
therefore addressed these important issues and 
changes in depth. 

“Our mark of distinction: 
Linking academia and  
political consultancy.”

Prof. Dr. Andreas Wenger,  
Director, Center for Security Studies (CSS)

http://www.css.ethz.ch
http://www.css.ethz.ch/en/center/css-newsletter.html
http://www.css.ethz.ch/en/center/css-newsletter.html
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Russia’s War in Ukraine

On February 24, 2022, the Russian attack on Ukraine began. Armed Russian  
troops invaded Ukrainian territory across the country’s borders. Since then, the 
Ukrainian army has been fighting against the Russian invaders. CSS Researchers 
helped to frame the situation with contributions to national and international  
media, background analysis, publications and CSS dialogue platforms.

Publications

In numerous CSS Analyses and Policy Perspectives, 
CSS Researchers have analyzed the global implica-
tions of the Russian war in Ukraine. Contributions to 
the Bulletin on Swiss Security Policy and Strategic 
Trends 2022 have also taken a closer look at the 
consequences of this military confrontation.

Media Contributions
CSS Researchers’ analysis, commentary, and interviews on 
Russia’s war in Ukraine in 2022 have been featured in national 
and international media nearly 500 times. 

ETH Workshop on Security Policy: 
“The Impact of the War in Ukraine”.
On June 3, 2022, the CSS hosted an  
ETH Workshop on “The Impact of the  
War in Ukraine”. High-level panels  
discussed the dynamics of war and 
conflict management, the medium- and 
long-term global and regional impacts, 
and the implications for Swiss security 
and defense policy.

© 2022 Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich 1

No. 303, May 2022

CSS Analyses in Security Policy

Russia’s War in Ukraine: 
China’s Calculus
China confronts difficult choices in responding to Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. The war presents China with several risks, but China  
continues to view Russia as a valuable partner. China remains  
cautious about supporting Russia in ways that would incur heavy 
costs, such as helping it to evade sanctions, but it is likely to continue 
providing rhetorical support and resisting calls to rein in Russia.

By Brian G. Carlson

Russia’s war in Ukraine will serve as an im-
portant test for the China-Russia relation-
ship. In recent years, a shared desire to re-
vise the international order and to reduce 
the power of the US has drawn the two 
countries together. Russia has set aside 
concerns about a potential threat from 
China, calculating that China’s rise dis-
tracts the US from Europe and thereby in-
creases Russia’s room for maneuver. Simi-
larly, China perceives benefit from Russia’s 
antagonism with the West, which limits 
US ability to focus on China’s growing 
power and ambitions in Asia and beyond.

Despite the potential advantages to China 
of Russia’s confrontational posture toward 
Europe and the West, the Russian war in 
Ukraine places China in a difficult position. 
Russia’s blatant aggression against Ukraine, 
a country with which China has long en-
joyed friendly relations, is clearly at odds 
with longstanding principles of Chinese 
foreign policy, including the inviolability of 
state sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
China’s close association with Russia, which 
now faces widespread international con-
demnation for its actions, threatens China 
with reputational damage and increased in-
ternational hostility. Economic ties with 
Russia now also potentially expose China 
to secondary sanctions. The risks associated 
with continued support for Russia have led 

to calls, including from some domestic Chi-
nese critics, for China to distance itself 
from an increasingly erratic partner.

However, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and the top Chinese leadership are unlikely 
to abandon Russia. For China, the worst-
case scenario would be an outright Russian 
defeat in Ukraine and the fall of President 

Vladimir Putin’s regime from power. Such 
an outcome might usher in a new Russian 
government that was less favorably dis-
posed toward China, leaving China in-
creasingly isolated.

Friendly relations with Russia offer several 
advantages to China. These include a se-
cure strategic rear, support from a like-

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping at a summit in Beijing, China on 
February 4, 2022. Sputnik Photo Agency / Reuters

© 2022 Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich 1
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CSS Analyses in Security Policy

Russia’s War in Ukraine: 
India’s Balancing Act
New Delhi’s refusal to condemn Russia’s war in Ukraine complicates 
its foreign policy maneuvering. How India positions itself in an  
increasingly polarized competition for global dominance will become 
more important. It will continue to leverage conflicting partnerships 
to secure its own rise. 

By Boas Lieberherr

India has become the US’ counterweight of 
choice against China and an indispensable 
partner in European Indo-Pacific strate-
gies. Against the backdrop of an increas-
ingly assertive and ambitious China, India’s 
relations with the West have witnessed a 
remarkable strategic convergence over the 
last decade. In Europe and the US, this has 
led to the misperception that India is now 
aligned with the West. However, India has 
so far abstained on all UN votes condemn-
ing Russia’s aggression in Ukraine and has 
not joined the multilateral sanctions re-
gime against Moscow. This has raised ques-
tions about its reliability as a strategic part-
ner for the West. 

India’s refusal to join international con-
demnations of Russia does not appear to be 
to its detriment. Since the start of the Rus-
sian invasion, India has been courted by the 
US, China, Russia, and Europe to influence 
its position. This reflects India’s growing 
strategic importance at a time when eco-
nomic, political, and military weight is 
shifting further toward Asia. India could 
assume the role of a global swing state that 
might determine the balance of power. For 
the US, New Delhi’s support would give it 
an edge in its competition with China.

India shifts allegiance depending on issues. 
It is pursuing a vision of a multipolar world 
rather than following the US’ lead. Its for-
eign policy of “strategic autonomy”, as de-

fined by New Delhi, is based on cultivating 
relationships with relevant actors beyond 
geopolitical polarization. However, Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine forces India to per-
form a balancing act between its long-
standing strategic partner Russia and the 
increasingly important relationship it culti-
vates with the US. From India’s perspective, 
antagonizing Moscow is not an option as 
this might drive Russia closer into China’s 
ambit. An isolated and weakened Russia 

complicates India’s strategic environment. 
New Delhi therefore hopes that the war 
will end as soon as possible. Until then, it 
will likely continue to follow a middle path 
to minimize its strategic losses. 

India-Russia Relations
India’s foreign policy mantra of “non-align-
ment” and its long-standing relationship 
with Moscow offer an explanation for its 
current stance over Russia’s war in Ukraine. 

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin attends a meeting with India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 
New Delhi on 6 December 2021. Mikhail Klimentyev / Kremlin via Reuters
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CSS Analysen zur Sicherheitspolitik

Der Krieg in der Ukraine – 
erste Lehren
Russlands Krieg in der Ukraine hält an und viele Aspekte des Konflikts 
stehen noch auf der Kippe. Aber unabhängig vom Ausgang lassen  
sich schon jetzt erste militärische und politische Lehren ziehen. Diese 
deuten absehbare Herausforderungen an und können in die zukünftige 
Politik gegenüber dem Kontext einfliessen.

Von Niklas Masuhr und Benno Zogg

Die russische Invasion der Ukraine am 
24.  Februar  2022 kam für viele überra-
schend. Bis zuletzt hielt man diese für das 
Worst-Case-Szenario, aber rechnete eher 
damit, dass Russland begrenzt in die Gebie-
te um die Krim und den Donbass eindrin-
gen könnte oder sich die Feindseligkeit gar 
auf das diplomatische Parkett und militäri-
sche Drohgebärden beschränken könnten. 
Zwar leistete die Ukraine starken und ent-
schlossenen Widerstand und verhinderte so 
schnelle Erfolge der Invasion, musste jedoch 
bereits schwere Verluste bei Kämpfenden 
und Zivilpersonen hinnehmen. Der Westen 
reagierte schnell und umfassend, insbeson-
dere mit Sanktionen und Unterstützung der 
Ukraine mit militärischem Material und ge-
heimdienstlichen Informationen. 

Man spricht wegen diesem Krieg von einer 
Zeitenwende mit globalen Auswirkungen. 
Die europäische Sicherheitsordnung liegt in 
Trümmern. Der Ausgang des Kriegs – so er 
auf die Ukraine beschränkt bleibt – ist wei-
terhin offen. Verschiedene mögliche Szena-
rien lassen entsprechend unterschiedliche 
Schlüsse zu. Die weitere Entwicklung hängt 
von den militärischen und politischen Inter-
aktionen nicht nur der Ukraine und Russ-
lands ab, sondern wohl auch vom Verhalten 
Pekings, Brüssels und Washingtons. Es ist 
demnach wichtig, sich der Grenzen unseres 
derzeitigen Wissens bewusst zu sein. 

Es lassen sich jedoch bereits Lehren zie-
hen, die auch längerfristig Gültigkeit besit-

zen unabhängig davon, ob morgen ein um-
fassender Friedensvertrag geschlossen 
würde oder ob blutige Kämpfe noch meh-
rere Jahre andauern. Diese Lehren im Mi-
litärischen und Politischen umfassen An-
nahmen darüber, wie Kriege geführt 
werden; Faktoren, die zahlenmässig unter-
legene Verteidiger stärken; düstere Aus-
sichten auf Stabilität und kooperative Si-
cherheit; und Einschätzungen zur 
Geschlossenheit des Westens und zu 
Sanktionen. Diese Lehren können in poli-

tische Massnahmen zum Konflikt, zu Ost-
europa, europäischer Sicherheit, zur Ein-
dämmung und Abschreckung Russlands 
sowie in Verteidigungs-, Sicherheits- und 
Wirtschaftspolitik im Westen und darüber 
hinaus einfliessen. 

Offensive mit Schwächen
Nach über einem Monat anhaltender 
Kämpfe kam der russische Vormarsch 
weitgehend zum Stillstand. Auch wenn der 
Ausgang des Kriegs offen bleibt, wurde 

Ein zerstörter Panzer inmitten des russischen Einmarsches in die Ukraine in der Region Kiew am 
20. März 2022. Pressedienst der ukrainischen Bodenstreitkräfte via Reuters

Als sich die Staats- und Regierungschefs der Konfe-
renz für Sicherheit und Zusammenarbeit in Europa 

(KSZE, heute OSZE) im November 1990 in Paris einfan-
den, erklärten sie den Kalten Krieg für beendet. Mit der 
Unterzeichnung der «Charta von Paris» verpflichteten sich 
die KSZE-Mitgliedstaaten, eine neue Ordnung zu errich-
ten. Sie lehnten jegliche neue Trennlinien in Europa ab 
und bekannten sich zu Demokratie, Menschenrechten und 
Grundfreiheiten. Konflikte unter den 
Staaten Europas sollten friedlich gelöst 
und die entsprechenden Mechanismen 
dafür geschaffen werden. Alle Staaten 
sollten allfällige Bündniszugehörigkeiten 
frei wählen können; die Sicherheit ande-
rer Staaten im KSZE-Raum sollte da-
durch aber nicht beeinträchtigt werden. 

Der Geist von Paris ist tot. Mit sei-
nem Angriffskrieg gegen die Ukraine hat 
die russische Führung alle Illusionen zer-
stört, dass sich in Europa zusammen mit 
Russland ein kooperatives Sicherheitssys-
tem errichten liesse. Russland wurde für 
sein Verhalten scharf verurteilt und das 
Land mit umfassenden Wirtschaftssank-
tionen belegt. Die USA, Grossbritannien 
und weitere Staaten unterstützen die Uk-
raine mit Waffen in ihrem Abwehrkrieg 
gegen die russische Armee. Auch wenn 
derzeit noch unklar ist, entlang welcher 
Fronten die Armeen den Kampf einstellen 
werden, so ist es doch höchste Zeit, sich 
Gedanken darüber zu machen, wie eine 

neue europäische Stabilität erreicht werden kann und wel-
che Rolle Russland im Rahmen einer europäischen Sicher-
heitsordnung spielen soll. 

Was will Russland? 
Russlands Angriffskrieg gegen die Ukraine sollte das 
Nachbarland vollständiger russischer Kontrolle unterstel-
len. Präsident Putin und sein Regime sprechen der Ukrai-

Sicherheitsordnung nach 
Moskaus Ukraine-Invasion
Russland ist auf absehbare Zeit nicht in ein kooperatives  
Sicherheitssystem in Europa integrierbar. Der Westen muss die 
Ukraine unterstützen und Russlands militärische Macht  
eindämmen. Doch Russland bleibt für die Stabilität von Europa 
wichtig. Die Frage ist, welche Rolle das Land in einer künftigen 
Nachkriegsordnung spielen soll.

Von Jeronim Perović

Schlüsselaussagen

 Russland ist militärisch geschwächt und derzeit weit davon entfernt, 
die Ukraine vollständiger russischer Kontrolle zu unterwerfen. Doch 
Russland dürfte die bisher eroberten Gebiete kaum ganz aus der 
Hand geben und wird für die Zukunft der Ukraine eine Rolle spielen.

 Die westlichen Sanktionen schaden der russischen Wirtschaft zwar 
massiv, eine Änderung der russischen Politik ist jedoch nicht zu 
erwarten. Russland bleibt dem Westen gegenüber antagonistisch 
eingestellt und wird versuchen, seine Beziehungen zu China und 
anderen nicht-westlichen Staaten auszubauen.

 Der Westen muss die Ukraine unterstützten, auch mit militärischen 
Mitteln. Gleichzeitig kann die Schwächung und vollständige 
Entkoppelung Russlands von Europa nicht im europäischen Interesse 
sein. Denn ein isoliertes, wirtschaftlich angeschlagenes und 
militarisiertes Russland ist ein noch gefährlicheres Russland, mit 
dem sich Sicherheit in und mit Europa nicht wird erreichen lassen. 

Policy Perspectives
Vol. 10/5, Juni 2022
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CSS Briefing Paper: Switzerland’s Security and Defense  
Cooperation in Europe: Possibilities for Expanded Cooperation 
At the request of the DDPS, CSS Researchers wrote a CSS Briefing Paper 
that impacted the supplementary report to the Federal Council’s Security 
Policy Report. This supplementary report was published on September 7, 
2022. CSS Director Andreas Wenger participated as an expert in a hearing 
on the 2021 Security Policy Report before the Security Policy Commission 
of the National Council (SiK-N) on January 17, 2022, and presented the CSS 
Briefing Paper to the Security Policy Commission of the Council of States 
(SiK-S) on October 24, 2022.

Evaluation of the Crisis Manage-
ment of the Canton of Graubünden 
in the Coronavirus Pandemic

Contributions to the Further  
Development of Swiss Foreign,  
Security and Defense Policy

With a series of publications and various activities in the field of 
policy advice, the CSS made significant contributions and valuable 
inputs to the further development of Swiss foreign, security and 
defense policy in 2022.

Capability Message: Planning 
Scenarios and Variants of the 
Orientation of the Armed Forces

CSS Director Andreas Wenger advised and 
supported the Chief of the Armed Forces, 
Lieutenant General Thomas Süssli, and his 
staff in the development of the capability 
message with his expertise in several 
briefings and meetings. 

AVIS Review 22

CSS Researchers actively supported the FDFA’s 
AVIS Review 22 Process:
• June 27, 2022: Participation and keynote presen-

tation by Sophie-Charlotte Fischer on the geo-
political dimension of technology supply chains 
at “Workshop 2: How Much Economic, Financial, 
and Technological Unbundling Do We Need to 
Prepare For?”.

• August 12, 2022: Participation and keynote 
speech by Andreas Wenger at “Workshop 5: 
Europe’s New Strategic Situation – Implications 
for CH Foreign Policy”.

• September 5, 2022: Participation of Andreas 
Wenger in the meeting of the Sounding Board 
at the von Wattenwyl House at the invitation of 
Federal Councillor Ignazio Cassis.

• September 29, 2022: Participation of Andreas 
Wenger in the online meeting of the Sounding 
Board. 

RISK AND RESILIENCE REPORT

Evaluation des Krisenmanagements 
des Kantons Graubünden  
in der Coronavirus-Pandemie
Jan Thiel, Andrin Hauri 

Zürich, September 2022
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich

On June 24, 2022, the CSS 
hosted an ETH Workshop on 
“The Future of Swiss Crisis 
Management”. Four high-level 
panels discussed the role of 
the Confederation in Switzer-
land’s crisis management, 
cantonal crisis management, 
international cooperation in 
crisis management, and the 
topic of science and crisis 
management.

On September 8, 2022, the 
CSS Risk and Resilience 
Report of the same name was 
published. The focus of the 
evaluation is on the further 
development of the cantonal 
crisis organization regarding 
the entire spectrum of haz-
ards in the canton as well as 
cantonal cooperation with the 
federal authorities and other 
cantons.
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“Maintaining rule-based orders and respecting international law 
are fundamental for Switzerland.” Interview with President  of 
the Swiss Confederation Ignazio Cassis

In an interview for the Bulletin on Swiss 
Security Policy 2022, President of the 
Swiss Confederation Ignazio Cassis talks 
about the changing European security 
architecture in an increasingly multipolar 
world, increased security cooperation 
between Switzerland and the EU and 
NATO, and the role of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation (OSCE) and the 
UN. While the OSCE, according to Cassis, 
can currently hardly fulfill its role due 

ICRC Course Series 

The CSS Cybersecurity Team has developed a 
full-week course for 15 staff members from the 
International Commitee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and 
other humanitarian organizations on “Cybersecurity 
policy, geopolitics, and strategy”. The course covers 
cybersecurity topics relevant to security policy, 
including what capabilities military actors have, the 
role of intelligence agencies, how political attribution 
works, and what international norms exist in cyber-
space. In 2022, the course has been successfully 
held twice at ETH Zurich, and will continue to be held 
in 2023. As part of the “EPFL/ETHZ/ICRC Engineer-
ing Humanitarian Aid Partnership”, the course aims 
to improve the impact of humanitarian actors by 
promoting specific knowledge and skills.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has neither 
exposed the international system of nu-
clear control as toothless, nor brought it 
to the brink of collapse. The history of the 
global nuclear order shows how resilient 
it is in the face of unscrupulous actions 
by great powers. Alexander Bollfrass 

Journal Article:  

The War in Ukraine and Global Nuclear Order

Alexander Bollfrass, Stephen Herzog: The 
War in Ukraine and Global Nuclear Order
In: Survival, Taylor & Francis, 2022

and Stephen Herzog argue that nuclear 
targeting, threats to deter, and related 
efforts to mitigate risk are hardly new 
phenomena. Rather, the consequence of 
war has been to raise public awareness 
of the often unpalatable role nuclear 
weapons play in international politics.

to Russian aggression, the UN Security 
Council continues to function. Accord-
ingly, Cassis is positive about Swiss 
membership in the Security Council for 
2023 to 2024. He sees this mandate as 
an opportunity to bring Swiss strengths 
to bear and, in the process, make an 
important contribution to ensuring that 
the Security Council remains as capable 
of action as possible, even in times of 
heightened geopolitical tensions.

The IT Army of Ukraine
The IT Army of Ukraine was created ad hoc and 
without a clearly structured or proven plan. Born out 
of necessity, the IT Army has subsequently evolved 
into a hybrid construct that is neither civilian nor 
military, neither public nor private, neither local 
nor international, and neither lawful nor unlawful. 
This CSS Cyberdefense Report by Stefan  Soesanto 
provides the 
first comprehen-
sive analysis of 
the structure, 
missions, and 
ecosystem of the 
IT Army.

The article has been downloaded nearly 
20,000 times and remains the No. 1 hit 
on Google in a search for “IT Army”. 
It has been picked up by national and 
international media and has attracted 
government-level attention, including the 
German, French and Dutch Cyber Com-
mand and various ministries of defense 
and foreign affairs, among others.

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14650045.2021.1940538?src=
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CSS Core Theme

New Technologies:  
Geopolitics and Governance

News

Presentation by Sophie-Charlotte Fischer 
on the Geopolitics of Technology Supply 
chains as Part of the AVIS Process, June 2022

In June 2022, Sophie-Charlotte Fischer gave a presenta-
tion on the geopolitical dimension of technology supply 
chains at a workshop of the AVIS Process. She pointed out 
that the effects of technological decoupling between the 
US and China will also have an impact on Switzerland and 
formulated some policy recommendations to counter them 
at an early stage.

New Publications

Taylor Grossman, Norms vs. Realities: Cyber at the UN,  
CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 313.

Sophie-Charlotte Fischer, France: A European Pioneer in the Geopoli-
tics of Technology, CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 302.

Sophie-Charlotte Fischer, US-China «Tech Decoupling»: A Swiss Per-
spective, CSS Policy Perspectives, 10/10.

Doctoral Theses

Sophie-Charlotte Fischer, Mobilizing Technology Companies:  
How America Competes with China for Technological Supremacy,  
ETH Zurich (completed).

Tobias Pulver, Technological Competition in an Interdependent World: 
How States Shape Commercial Economic Networks in Pursuit of 
Power, ETH Zurich (ongoing). 

Other Activities

Quotes in the Media: Im Ukraine-Krieg mischen die  
grossen Tech-Konzerne aktiv mit. Das ist gefährlich
This NZZ article by Lukas Mäder with comments by CSS 
Researcher Mauro Gilli is about the involvement of large 
corporations like Microsoft or Elon Musk’s Starlink in the 
Ukraine war and the problematic implications for all sides.

Online Article: The China Factor in Tech Export Controls 
Against Russia
Sophie-Charlotte Fischer looks at the technology export 
controls imposed on Russia by the U.S. and its allies and 
partners in response to the invasion of Ukraine in this Dip-
lomat article. She argues that China will not undermine the 
export controls because of its own economic interests.

Quotes in the Media: Folgen von Huawei-Verbot in den USA 
schwer abschätzbar
Julian Kamasa addresses the consequences of banning 
new devices from Huawei and other Chinese manufactur-
ers in the U.S. to SRF in a piece by Dario Pelosi.

Blog Post: Chip Shortages in the Light of Geopolitics and 
Climate Change
Julian Kamasa explains in his CSIS Strategic Technologies 
blog post that in addressing the current chip shortage, 
policymakers would be well advised to consider factors 
such as regional geopolitical power dynamics, the impact 
of climate change, and specific industrial needs.

The geopolitical dimension of new technologies, their applications in the military 
sphere, and the resulting governance challenges form a core theme of the CSS’ work. 
The focus is on the use of geo-economic instruments in the competition of great pow-
ers for technological supremacy, the increasing importance of non-state actors in 
security policy, the influence of new technologies on warfare, and their limitation by 
possible state prohibitions of certain military applications.
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CSS Core Theme

The Asian Order in Transition
Against the backdrop of China’s rise, Asia is increasingly gaining political, 
economic, and military influence. CSS Researchers analyze how the regional 
order in Asia is changing because of the “Indo-Pacific” concept promoted by 
Japan, Australia, the United States, and India. The focus is on the associated 
competition between the U.S. and China, the closer cooperation between Bei-
jing and Moscow, India’s rise in importance, and the challenges and opportu-
nities for smaller and medium-sized Asian states.

News

Indo-Pacific: The Reconstruction of a Region  
in: Strategic Trends 2022

Boas Lieberherr and Linda Maduz discuss the extent to 
which the Indo-Pacific represents a new conceptualiza-
tion of Asia. The Indian Ocean region and the Asia-Pacific 
are understood as a coherent strategic space. They show 
that the transition from the previously used “Asia-Pacif-
ic” to the “Indo-Pacific” is associated with four trends: 
the shift from an economic to a security agenda, from 
bottom-up to top-down regionalism, from multilateralism 
to minilateralism, and from the inclusion to the exclusion 
of China.

Other Activities

Media Article: Der Indopazifik: Auf dem Schachbrett der 
amerikanischen Geopolitik taucht eine neue Region auf
The central arena of strategic competition between the 
United States and China is the so-called Indo-Pacific. 
Behind it lies a new geopolitical concept. It is likely to fun-
damentally change Asia, argue Boas Lieberherr and Linda 
Maduz in a NZZ article.

Interview: Machtkampf um Taiwan – Noch verhindert die 
Abschreckung einen Krieg im Pazifikraum
Commenting on the goals and ambitions of China and the 
United States in the Pacific region, Brian Carlson argued in 
an interview with SRF against the backdrop of current mili-
tary maneuvers that at the moment neither side would risk 
an armed conflict over Taiwan. However, the probability of 
a Chinese attack is likely to increase in the coming years.

Short Presentation: Was steckt hinter dem Begriff der 
«regelbasierten Ordnung»?
At the State-of-Asia conference of Asia Society Switzer-
land, Boas Lieberherr spoke about the diverging views on 
the concept of rule-based order. In the conceptual ambi-
guity could be the benefit of the concept from the point of 
view of the proponents. It remains unclear whether this 
will lead to a better common understanding of the central 
rules, norms, and institutions of the future international 
order. 

New Publications

Linda Maduz, Névine Schepers, Seoul’s Bolstered Defense Ambitions, 
CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 311.

Boas Lieberherr, Russia’s War in Ukraine: India’s Balancing Act,  
CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 305.

Niklas Masuhr, Névine Schepers, AUKUS: Below the Surface,  
CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 300. 

Brian Carlson, China-Russia Relations and Asian Security,  
in: Strategic Trends 2022.
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CSS Core Theme

Perspectives on  
Euro-Atlantic Security
This thematic area focuses on developments in the field of Euro-Atlantic 
security structures relevant to Swiss foreign, security and defense policy. 
The focus is on security organizations such as NATO and the OSCE,  
military cooperation within the EU and arms control. Also covered are  
relations between Russia and Europe as well as challenges facing  
Europe with regard to North Africa and the Middle East.

News

Strategic Shifts and NATO’s new  
Strategic Concept
NDC Research Paper, June 2022

This NATO Defense College article, co-authored by CSS 
Researchers Mauro Gilli, Nina Silove, and Max Smeets, 
analyzes the systemic changes taking place in the 
Alliance’s broader strategic landscape and emphasizes 
the need for NATO’s new strategy to fully reflect these 
changes. As part of the project, a workshop was held in 
Rome with high-level participants from NATO.

Other Activities

Television Appearances: SRF News spezial Eskalation im 
Ukraine-Konflikt / Krieg in der Ukraine
On February 22, 24 and 28, the head of the CSS Think Tank, Dr. Oliver 
Thränert, appeared as an expert on SRF News spezial. The broadcasts 
focused on the consequences of the Russian invasion of Ukraine for 
European security.

Quotes in the Media: Menace nucléaire: que cherche Vladimir Poutine?
By putting deterrent weapons on heightened alert, Putin is distancing 
himself from Russia’s doctrine. CSS Researcher Névine Schepers com-
ments on the president’s actions in this regard to Le Temps.

Lecture: Swiss Ambassadors Conference
In August 2022, on the annual Swiss Ambassadors Conference, Benno 
Zogg gave a presentation on the impact of the war in Ukraine on the 
countries “in between” and the role of Switzerland.

Quotes in the Media: Wie sich die Schweiz auf eine mögliche nukleare 
Eskalation vorbereitet
Switzerland is comparatively well prepared for a nuclear escalation, 
but even the legendary Swiss bunkers are not enough in the event of a 
large-scale nuclear war. Stephen Herzog assesses for SWI swissinfo 
which scenarios would be conceivable and how Switzerland’s infra-
structure is equipped for an emergency.

New Publications

Oliver Thränert, Russia as a Nuclear Power,  
CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 312.

Eemeli Isoaho, Niklas Masuhr, Fabien Merz, Finland’s 
NATO Accession, CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 310.

Henrik Larsen, NATO’s Strategic Concept: Tempered  
Ambitions, CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 309.

Dominika Kunertova, European Defense Policy: Zeiten-
wende, Ltd., CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 304.

Névine Schepers, Russia’s War and the Global Nuclear 
Order, CSS Policy Perspectives, 10/6.
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CSS Core Theme

Mediation and Peace Promotion
The CSS aims to study, develop, and promote effective forms of mediation in 
armed conflicts. The focus is on mediation support in peace processes, medi-
ation in conflicts with a religious nature, and ceasefires in peace processes. 
Further, the role of local mediators, gender perspectives, the issue of envi-
ronment and peace, and peacebuilding in fragile contexts are explored.

News

Mediation Space: Addressing Obstacles  
Stemming from Worldview Differences to  
Regain Negotiation Flexibility  
CSS Mediation Resources 
Jean-Nicolas Bitter, Simon Mason,  
Emanuel Schaeublin, Angela Ullmann

In many intra-state conflicts, the respective communities 
are highly polarized along ideological divides and have 
different views on what kind of society and state should 
be built. Such issues can deeply divide societies and 
block political processes and mediation efforts. This CSS 
Mediation Resources, developed in collaboration with the 
Swiss FDFA, proposes a method to address such block-
ages by having the authors analyze the main challenges 
that can arise from ideological differences in conflict and 
conflict transformation.

Other Activities

Television Appearance: Research for Peace
In this SRF Einstein episode on the topic of peace research, 
CSS Researchers Simon Mason and Eemeli Isoaho present 
part of their mediation training. In a simulated negotiation 
situation, participants experience first-hand how compli-
cated and lengthy a mediation can be.

Workshop: Mediation for Peace Certificate Program
Katrina Abatis, together with the Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs (FDFA), trained 16 young diplomats from 
the member states of the Organization of Islamic Coope-
ration (OIC). The training was part of the “Mediation for 
Peace” certificate program organized by the Diplomatic 
Academy of the Turkish government. Participants learned 
about Track 1 mediation and process design.

New Publications

Simon Mason, Olivia Lazard, Klimawandel und Friedens-
mediation: Die Natur in Verhandlungen einbeziehen,  
in: Bulletin 2022 on Swiss Security Policy.

Christine Eriksen, Andrin Hauri, Joane Holliger,  
Simon Mason, Fabien Merz, Benno Zogg, The Climate 
Change – Security Interface, CSS Analyses in Security 
Policy, No. 315.

Fritz Brugger, Joane Holliger, Simon Mason, Triple Nexus 
in Fragile Contexts: Next Steps, CSS Policy Perspectives, 
10/9.

Corinne Bara, Govinda Clayton, Your Reputation Precedes 
You: Ceasefires and Cooperative Credibility During Civil 
Conflict, in: Journal of Conflict Resolution, Sage 2022.

Govinda Clayton, Håvard Mokleiv Nygård, Håvard Strand, 
Costs and Cover: Explaining the Onset of Ceasefires in 
Civil Conflict, in: Journal of Conflict Resolution, Sage 2022.

Allard Duursma, Peacekeeping, Mediation, and the  
Conclusion of Local Ceasefires in Non-State Conflicts,  
in: Journal of Conflict Resolution, Sage 2022.
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CSS Core Theme

Military Doctrine and  
Arms Procurement
Issues of military security and defense are increasingly gaining political 
relevance as great power rivalries continue to intensify. We identify trends 
in military doctrine, force structures, and arms policy. We monitor ongo-
ing conflicts and their impact on defense debates at home and abroad. 
Furthermore, we study the influence of new technologies and analyze the 
defense and deterrence strategies of small states.

News

The Vulnerabilities of the Drone Age: 
Established Threats and Emerging Issues 
out to 2035
The NATO Science for Peace and Security 
Programme
James Rogers, Dominika Kunertova

The Vulnerabilities of the Drone Age (VDA) 
project team, led by James Rogers and CSS 
Researcher Dominika Kunertova, has gathered 
insights from three strategic foresight  analysis 
workshops funded by the NATO Science for 
Peace and Security (SPS) program to analyze the 
global proliferation of drones to hostile states 
and non-state actors. 

Other activities

Project Documentation: ROBOST Factsheets: “Robotics  
in the Armed Forces”
As part of a commissioned project on “Robotics in the 
Armed Forces” for armasuisse/Science and  Technology, 
Michael Haas prepared individual fact sheets on the  
countries Australia, Estonia, France, Germany, Israel,  
PR China, Russia, Turkey, United States of America, and  
United Kingdom.

4+4 Discussion: Drones 
In August 2022, a 4+4 discussion took place with represen-
tatives of the defense group of the DDPS, in which Andreas 
Wenger, Niklas Masuhr, Dominika Kunertova and Constant 
Despont participated on behalf of the CSS. Among other 
things, the military use of drones was discussed.

Conference Talk: What is the impact of different types of 
conventional major weapons on recent battlefields?
In this session organized by SIPRI at the 2022 Stockholm 
Security Conference, Dominika Kunertova discussed the 
role of new technologies in defining future battlefields, 
drawing on the initial experience of the war in Ukraine.

Radio Interview: BBC World Service The Inquiry: Why is 
Russia’s Invasion Plan Failing? 
In a BBC radio documentary, Niklas Masuhr discussed 
flawed military planning assumptions made by the Russian 
leadership after its failed initial invasion of Ukraine in early 
2022. 

Journal Article: Why is Russia being so brutal in Ukraine?
In a May 2022 article for Political Violence At A Glance, 
Julia Friedrich (Global Public Policy Institute, Berlin) and 
CSS Researcher Niklas Masuhr examined the structural 
causes of the Russian armed forces’ brutal actions against 
Ukrainian civilians. 

New Publications

Constant Despont, Dominika Kunertova, Niklas Masuhr: 
Militärische Drohnennutzung: Erfahrungen, Technologie und 
Schweizer Optionen, in: Bulletin 2022 on Swiss Security Policy.

Constant Despont, French Defense at a Crossroads,  
CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 307.

Constant Despont, Understanding Capability-Based Planning, 
CSS Analyses in Security Policy, No. 298.

Dominika Kunertova, The Ukraine Drone Effect on European 
Militaries, CSS Policy Perspectives, 10/15.

Dominika Kunertova, New Hypersonic Weapons: Same but 
Different, in: Network for Strategic Analysis, Policy Report 20.

Antonio Calcara, Andrea Gilli, Mauro Gilli, Ivan Zaccagnini,  
Will the Drone Always Get Through? Offensive Myths and 
Defensive Realities, in: Security Studies, 2022.
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CSS Core Theme

Cyber Security Politics
Over the last decade, cyber incidents have become more costly, more 
damaging, and also more political. We focus on two interlinked prob-
lems: first, the use and misuse of digital technologies in politics, society, 
and business; and second, the ongoing negotiation processes among 
the state, society, and the private sector regarding the definition of 
roles, tasks, and rules of conduct in cyberspace.

News

DDPS Workshop on Information Warfare
Policy Consultancy

Lennart Maschmeyer spoke as an external expert on  
the topic of influencing activities and disinformation at  
a workshop organized by the DDPS with high-ranking  
 representatives from the General Secretariat of the 
DDPS, the Defense Group, the Federal Armaments 
 Agency armasuisse, the Federal Intelligence Service  
and the Federal Office for Civil Protection.

Other Activities

Policy Consultancy: Presentation at the DDPS on the topic 
of “Cybercommand”
Based on his CSS Policy Perspective, “What it Takes to De-
velop a Military Cyber-Force”, Max Smeets gave a presenta-
tion to the leadership team of the Swiss Cyber Command.

Blog Post: Hack Global, Buy Local: The Inefficiencies of the 
Zero-Day Exploit Market
The market for zero-day exploits is considered thriving, 
global, and ubiquitous. In this Lawfare blog post, Max 
Smeets explains that this market is prone to market 
failures due to the large information asymmetries between 
sellers and buyers.

Blog Post: The Challenge: Cyberspace and Security in the 
Indo-Pacific
In this blog post for FACTS Asia, Miguel Gomez provides 
an overview of the challenges the EU must consider as it 
pursues its cybersecurity agenda in the region.

Workshop & Report: Cyber Operations During the 2022 
Russian Invasion of Ukraine: Lessons Learned (so far)
What key lessons can we learn about the role of cyber 
operations in military conflict from the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine? How do Russian cyber operations in wartime 
differ from those in peacetime? And what cyber activities 
can we expect in the coming months? These and other 
questions were discussed in the workshop organized by the 
European Cyber Conflict Research Initiative in Tallinn. The 
results are summarized in a report by Monica Kaminska, 
James Shires, and CSS Researcher Max Smeets.

New Publications

Max Smeets, No Shortcuts: Why States Struggle to Develop a  
Military Cyber-Force, Hurst Publishers, 2022.

Max Smeets, What it Takes to Develop a Military Cyber-Force,  
CSS Policy Perspectives, 10/7.

Lennart Maschmeyer, Myriam Dunn Cavelty, Goodbye Cyberwar:  
Ukraine as Reality Check, CSS Policy Perspectives, 10/3.

Kevin Kohler, Cyberneutrality: Discouraging Collateral Damage,  
CSS Policy Perspectives, 10/1.

Max Smeets, A US History of not Conducting Cyber Attacks, Bulletin  
of the Atomic Scientists, 2022.

Lennart Maschmeyer, A New and Better Quiet Option? Strategies of 
Subversion and Cyber Conflict, in: Journal of Strategic Studies, 2022.

Stefan Soesanto, The IT Army of Ukraine: Structure, Tasking, and  
Ecosystem, CSS Cyberdefense Reports, 2022.

Stefan Soesanto, EU Declarations, DDoS Attacks, and the Erosion of 
Norms and Rules for State Behaviour in Cyberspace, Real Instituto 
Elcano, 2022.

Andrew C. Dwyer, Clare Stevens, Lilly Pijnenburg Muller, Myriam Dunn 
Cavelty, Lizzie Coles-Kemp, Pip Thornton, What Can a Critical Cyberse-
curity Do?, in: International Political Sociology, 2022.
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CSS Core Theme

Socio-technical Resilience 
and Disaster Preparedness
This core theme deals with the security of societies and their critical 
infrastructures under consideration of natural, social and technical risk 
factors. Resilience is studied as a system-specific phenomenon in order 
to understand the dynamic and contextual characteristics of complex 
socio-technical systems and thus contribute to the further development 
of future civil protection.

News

A Comparative Assessment of Mobile  
Device-Based Multi-Hazard Warnings: Saving 
Lives Through Public Alerts in Europe
CSS Risk and Resilience Reports

CSS Researchers Andrin Hauri, Kevin Kohler, and Benja-
min Scharte discuss the advantages and disadvantages of 
different options of electronic public warning systems and 
compare seven multi-hazard warning apps from eight Eu-
ropean countries to make recommendations for the future 
development of the Swiss warning app AlertSwiss.

Other Activities

Radio-Interview: Innovation und Überforderung:  
Das Gespräch mit Andrin Hauri von der ETH Zürich  
zum Bündner Krisenmanagement 
How good was the crisis management of the Canton of 
Graubünden during the pandemic? In which areas is 
there the greatest need for action? How did internal and 
external communication go during the crisis? What was the 
greatest achievement of the Graubünden crisis organi-
zation? CSS Researcher Andrin Hauri answers these and 
other questions in an interview with SRF 1 Regionaljournal 
Graubünden.

Presentation: A Comparative Assessment of Mobile De-
vice-Based Multi-Hazard Warnings
At the Alertswiss community event in Bern on March 31, 
2022, which brought together the practitioners responsible 
for the Alertswiss app and experts at the cantonal and fed-
eral level, CSS Researchers Andrin Hauri and Kevin Kohler 
presented the key findings from their study and discussed 
possible further developments of the Swiss alert chain 
with those present.

Presentation: Coping with Climate Change and Wildfires 
through Gender Equity 
CSS Researcher Christine Eriksen presented her research 
findings on how cultural norms and gender inequalities af-
fect society’s ability to cope with wildfires as part of a side 
event coordinated by the NGO Committee on the Status of 
Women to the 66th session of the United Nations Commis-
sion on the Status of Women.

New Publications

Jan Thiel, Andrin Hauri, Evaluation des Krisenmana-
gements des Kantons Graubünden in der Coronavirus- 
Pandemie, CSS Risk and Resilience Reports.

Christine Eriksen, Andrin Hauri, David Nicolai,  
Adapting Civil Protection to a Changing Climate,  
CSS Policy Perspectives, 10/12.

Christine Eriksen, Andrin Hauri, When Crises Collide: 
Energy, Security, Climate Change, CSS Policy Perspectives, 
10/8.

Billy Tusker Haworth, Scott McKinnon, Christine Eriksen, 
Advancing Disaster Geographies: From marginalisation 
to inclusion of gender and sexual minorities, Geography 
Compass, 2022.



17CSS Annual Report 2022 The CSS in Figures

The CSS has 16,300 followers on Twitter,  

  nearly 110,000 on Facebook   

 and over 23,100 on LinkedIn.

              Among the top ten most viewed websites at ETH Zurich,  
 was that of CSS with  
  626,995 views.

The CSS in Figures

 A total of 886,397 documents were  
downloaded from the CSS website. 
 Most frequently the Russian Analytical Digest (RAD) issues  
    with  
 223,710 downloads.  
  The CSS Analyses were downloaded 145,372 times. 

Honors

 CSS employees published 12 articles   
in Swiss newspapers,  
   were quoted 47 times   
   in Swiss media, and interviewed  
  83 times by Swiss media. 

 CSS employees 
  gave more than 335 lectures  
to academic and non-academic audiences.

  CSS staff contributed   
to 20 different courses  
 at ETH Zurich,  
  reaching 614 students.

 › Allard Duursma received an SNF Starting Grant and will conduct 
research on “Peacekeeping, Peacemaking, and Patronage Politics 
in Non-State Conflicts”. He was also awarded the ISA 2022 ISS Best 
Security Article Award by the International Studies Association (ISA).

 › Govinda Clayton received the International Interactions Award for 
Best Data Paper 2020–21 from the International Interactions Journal 
for his paper, “United Nations peace initiatives 1946-2015: 
introducing a new dataset”.

 › CSS Researcher Christine Eriksen, along with Eliza de Vet, was 
honored with the 2021 Wiley Prize for their article “Untangling 
insurance, rebuilding, and wellbeing in bushfire recovery”, which 
was published in Geographical Research in November 2020.

  In its advisory role,  
 the CSS has entered into dialogue  
  with CSS partners in politics and administration  
more than 115 times  
 in workshops, hearings and other formats.
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CSS Research

CSS research is dedicated to a wide range of  
security policy issues with high socio-political  
relevance. We distinguish ourselves through  
excellent, innovative and high-impact academic  
research; a dialogue with practitioners and the 
broader public about the results of that research; 
and the provision of high-quality teaching for  
academic and practitioner students. Our research  
is theory-driven, empirically grounded, and  
methodologically pluralistic. We are concerned 
with old and new threats to states and their  

“Research at CSS is diverse, 
interdisciplinary and relevant.”

Dr. Myriam Dunn Cavelty,  
Deputy Head CSS Research and Teaching

societies and with the way in which key actors 
organize to address these threats. The analysis 
of causes and consequences of political violence, 
of shifts in security thinking, and of institutions, 
political processes, norms, and policies to mitigate 
insecurity, define us. It is true that we operate in 
an inherently inter- and transdisciplinary field: We 
draw on explanatory approaches from interna-
tional relations, international history, science and 
technology studies, political sociology, political 
psychology, and criminology.

The first cluster on Conflict  
Resolution and Violence Preven-
tion focuses on various forms 
of violence, including civil war, 
terrorism, non-state conflict, and 
urban and community violence. 
We study why, and under which 
conditions, various conflict  
management tools and/or  
violence prevention strategies 
are effective.

The second cluster on Digital Technologies and 
Security Politics focuses on the use of digital 
technologies in security policy contexts and on 
the societal consequences that arise from such 
use. We study interactions between actors and 
how arrangements designed to govern the use  
of digital technologies are formed.

The third cluster on Strategic Competition in an Age  
of Complexity focuses on great power relations in an  
increasingly competitive and complex international  
system. We study the extent to which great powers  
can anticipate, understand and respond to change in  
technology, economics, society and the environment.

The Three Clusters  
of Our Research

Digital Technologies
and Security Policy

Strategic Competition 
in the Age of Complexity
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Selected Books and Book Chapters

Max Smeets
No Shortcuts: Why States Struggle 
to Develop a Military Cyber-Force
2022
Website of the publisher

Over the past decade, numerous states 
have declared cyberspace a new area of 
warfare. They sought to develop a military 
cyber strategy and establish a cyber com-
mand. No Shortcuts provides a level-head-
ed overview of where we are in the mili-
tarization of cyberspace. In this book, CSS 
Researcher Max Smeets bridges the gap 
between technology and policy to assess 
the necessary building blocks for states 
to develop military cyber capabilities. He 
argues that for many states, the barriers 
to entry into conflict in cyberspace are cur-
rently too high. Accompanied by a variety 
of empirical examples, Max Smeets shows 
why state capabilities to develop military 
cyber capabilities might change over time 
and explains the limitations of capability 
transfer by states and private actors. ■

Brian Carlson
China-Russia Cooperation in  
Nuclear Deterrence
In: Russia-China Relations, Springer, 
2022
Online version

Historically, nuclear issues have played 
an important role in the development of 
relations between Moscow and Beijing. 
They have served as a source of both po-
tential discord and emerging cooperation. 
Cooperation between China and Russia to 
strengthen their respective nuclear de-
terrents is already an important factor in 
international security and could grow in 
importance over time. The book chapter by 
CSS Researcher Brian Carlson assesses 
past cooperation between China and Rus-
sia on nuclear deterrence and the potential 
for further cooperation in this area. ■

Rachel Reimer, Christine Eriksen
Leadership in Mountain and  
Wildland Professions in Canada
In: Gender and the Social Dimensions  
of Climate Change, Routledge, 2022
Online version

Seasonal hazards occur in mountains and 
wilderness areas that require risk man-
agement strategies for people to coexist 
safely in these environments. This chap-
ter, written by Rachel Reimer and CSS 
researcher Christine Eriksen, explores 
the intersectional gendered dimensions 
of occupational cultures in mountain and 
wilderness settings. It focuses on the work 
of mountain guides in winter, avalanche 
work, and summer firefighting in the west-
ern mountain provinces of Canada. ■

https://www.hurstpublishers.com/book/no-shortcuts/
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-97012-3
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003089209
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Lennart Maschmeyer
Subversion, Cyber Operations,  
and Reverse Structural Power  
in World Politics
In: European Journal of International  
Relations, SAGE Publications, 2022

The Russian-sponsored influence cam-
paign on the 2016 U.S. presidential elec-
tion highlighted a gap in theories of (cyber)
power. Lennart Maschmeyer argues that 
this campaign demonstrated the impor-
tance of subversion, a hitherto under-re-
searched tool of power. Integrating intelli-
gence science and international relations 
theory, he develops an innovative theory 
of subversion as reverse structural power. 
This theory helps explain two unresolved 
problems in cybersecurity: the capabili-
ty-vulnerability paradox and the outsized 
role of nonstate actors. ■

Corinne Bara, Govinda Clayton
Your Reputation Precedes You: 
Ceasefires and Cooperative  
Credibility During Civil Conflict
In: Journal of Conflict Resolution,  
SAGE Publications, 2022

How does the state’s behavior in negotia-
tions with a non-state group influence the 
behavior of other non-state actors? In this 
article in the Journal of Conflict Resolution, 
Corinne Bara and Govinda Clayton argue 
that the dynamics of different conflicts 
within a country are interdependent and 
that a state develops a certain reputation 
through its interactions with individual 
parties to a conflict. ■

CSS Studies in Security  
and International Relations

The CSS Studies in Security and Interna-
tional Relations focus on historical and 
current security policy issues. Based 
on a broadened concept of security, the 
series presents itself as a forum for 
innovative research. The authors of the 
studies include both CSS Researchers as 
well as scholars from associated partner 
institutes.

In this series the following books have 
already been published:

Myriam Dunn Cavelty, Andreas Wenger 
(Hrsg.)
Cyber Security Politics: Socio-Techno-
logical Transformations and Political 
Fragmentation
2022

Andreas Wenger, Ursula Jasper,  
Myriam Dunn Cavelty (Hrsg.)
The Politics and Science of Prevision 
2021

Stephen Aris, Aglaya Snetkov,  
Andreas Wenger (Hrsg.)
Inter-Organizational Relations in  
International Security
2018

Roland Popp, Liviu Horovitz,  
Andreas Wenger (Hrsg.)
Negotiating the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty: Origins of the  
Nuclear Order
2016

Wilhelm Mirow
Strategic Culture, Securitisation and  
the Use of Force: Post-9/11 Security 
Practices of Liberal Democracies
2016

Aglaya Snetkov
Russia’s Security Policy under Putin:  
A Critical Perspective
2015

Thierry Tardy, Marco Wyss
Peacekeeping in Africa: The Evolving 
Security Architecture
2014

Selected Journal Articles
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Henrik Larsen
Adapting NATO to Great-Power 
Competition
In: The Washington Quarterly, Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, 2022

In this article in The Washington Quarter-
ly, Henrik Larsen writes about NATO’s op-
portunities and risks in the face of current 
challenges and how the Europeans should 
mount the main defense against Russia. 
He argues that growing conflicts among 
the great powers are exacerbating existing 
problems and that NATO needs to rethink 
its role in combating Russian and Chinese 
gray-area warfare and growing influence, 
which will have a long-term impact on the 
alliance’s cohesion. ■

Allard Duursma
Peacekeeping, Mediation, and the 
Conclusion of Local Ceasefires in 
Non-State Conflicts
In: Journal of Conflict Resolution,  
SAGE Publications, 2022

Most studies focus on the impact of medi-
ation and peacekeeping on armed conflicts 
between government and rebels and ig-
nore non-state conflicts between differ-
ent rebel groups or communal groups. 
This Journal of Conflict Resolution article 
aims to fill this research gap. Allard Du-
ursma theorizes how military and civilian 
components of peacekeeping operations 
contribute to the conclusion of local cease-
fires in non-state conflicts involving armed 
opposition groups or communal groups. ■

Antonio Calcara, Andrea Gilli, Mauro Gilli, 
Raffaele Marchetti, Ivan Zaccagnini
Why Drones Have Not Revo-
lutionized War: The Enduring 
Hider-Finder Competition in Air 
Warfare
In: International Security, MIT Press, 2022

Conventional wisdom in security studies 
holds that drones have revolutionary im-
plications for war and world politics. In this 
article, Antonio Calcara, Andrea Gilli, CSS 
Researcher Mauro Gilli, Raffaele Marchetti, 
and Ivan Zaccagnini challenge this theo-
ry by analyzing three conflicts in which 
drones have been used on a large scale. 
They conclude that drones per se do not 
have the revolutionary impact that many 
attribute to them. ■
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 › Jennifer Scurrell 
How Artificial Intelligence Modifies 
Political Opinion Formation – An Experi-
mental Approach to Understand the 
Influence of Political Bots in Online Social 
Networks

 › Claudia Wiehler 
Contagious Escalation: Investigating 
Network Effects Between Community-
based and Militarized Conflict Dyads 

 › Nicholas Bahrich 
Foreign Relations through the lens of the 
Firm: How Policy Risk shapes the Global 
Economic and Security Environment

 › Samuel Lloyd (ISTP Doctorate) 
Urban Policies as Tools for Enhancing 
Informal Social Control Processes and 
Reducing Crime in Public Space

Research Project 
Ceasefire Projekt: Introducing the  
ETH/PRIO Civil Conflict Ceasefire Dataset

The project builds on an ongoing collaboration between 
researchers at the Center for Security Studies (CSS) at ETH 
Zurich, the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), and Uppsala 
University. It is generously funded by the Folke Bernadotte 
Academy (FBA), the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and 
the Swedish Research Council. 

An important contribution of the project was the creation of the 
ETH/PRIO Civil Conflict CeaseFire (CF) dataset. This contains 
information on all ceasefires during civil wars between 1989 
and 2021, and is the first global comparative database on 
ceasefires in civil wars that contains information on the entire 
family of ceasefires, including unilateral, verbal, written, and 
unimplemented ceasefires. It also includes information on the 
purpose, timing, and nature of the ceasefire. The dataset is 
compatible with other conflict datasets, particularly the UCDP 
conflict database. It was featured in a 2022 article in the Jour-
nal of Conflict Resolution.

 › Amos Dossi 
Balancing Scale against Heterogeneity: 
How Military-Technological Complexity 
Influences Optimal Framework Size in 
Armaments Procurement (University of 
St. Gallen)

 › Birke Pfeifle 
Civilian Infrastructure Targeting in War 
and its Humanitarian Consequences: 
Uncovering Spatial Patterns using 
Satellite Imagery

At the heart of the doctoral program of 
the Center for Comparative and Interna-
tional Studies (CIS) is the writing of the 
dissertation. Additionally, the students 
attend – complementary to their previ-
ous courses of study – courses in their 
respective specialties. The following 
dissertations were supervised by the 
CSS in 2022:

 › Tobias Pulver 
Technological Competition in an Interde-
pendent World: How States Shape Commer-
cial Economic Networks in Pursuit of Power

 › Markus Geray 
You Shall (not) Pass: Where, Why, and How 
Armed Groups use Roadblocks in Violent 
Conflicts

Doctoral Program of the Center for Comparative  
and International Studies (CIS)

Research Project 
Remote Monitoring of Armed 
Conflicts: Strengthening early 
warning capacities in armed  
conflicts through AI

The Remote Monitoring of Armed Conflicts (RMAC) 
project aims to automatically detect conflict-re-
lated events using a combination of open-source 
satellite images and machine learning. The goal is 
to facilitate better humanitarian responses from 
organizations working in armed conflicts. These 
organizations currently identify, verify, and docu-
ment conflict-related events manually using satellite 
images. However, due to their labor-intensive 
nature, these processes can only be done on an 
ad-hoc basis. By combining open-source satellite 
images with machine learning, the RMAC project 
has the potential to automate these processes, 
thereby enabling organizations to monitor conflicts 
more systematically and supporting humanitarian 
responses to conflicts worldwide. The project is a 
collaboration between the EcoVision Lab, the Center 
for Security Studies, the International Committee of 
the Red Cross,  UNDPPA, and AAAS and will run from 
2022 to 2026.
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CSS Think Tank

The basis of the CSS Think Tank’s work is its under-
standing of science-based advisory work as part of 
a continuous dialogue between politics, science and 
society. Knowledge production aimed at consultancy 
is not a one-way street. What issues are relevant or 
to be prioritized for politics and society cannot be 
developed by the CSS Think Tank on its own. Rather, 
this can only succeed if its employees are in constant 
dialogue with politics and society. Therefore, the  
CSS Think Tank is in constant and close exchange 
with its strategic partners. The resulting knowledge 
about the needs of politics and society allows for an 
early anticipation of topics.

“Political consultancy thrives 
through constant dialogue with 
policymakers and society.”

Dr. Oliver Thränert,  
Head CSS Think Tank

It also feeds into editorial planning for publications, 
dialogue platforms and policy advice. The feedback 
on the written and oral products forms the basis for 
further topic planning. In short, the dialogue-based 
knowledge production of the CSS Think Tank results 
in needs-oriented advice, which in turn leads to the 
raising of new questions.

CSS Think Tank publications aim 
to transfer knowledge in topical 
areas of interest to national and 
international partners as well 
as the broader public. They offer 
orientation knowledge, but also 
concrete suggestions for future 
political action.

Think Tank Work as a  
Dialogue among Science,  
Politics and Society

Targeted political consultancy is science- 
based support for strategic partners in the 
early stages of policy formulation processes.  
At the same time, it is a means of needs 
assessment and networking and facilitates 
addressee-oriented editorial planning.

The dialogue platforms serve to pass on 
policy-relevant knowledge and to identify 
topics and issues of importance for Swiss and 
international security policy. They also enable 
networking with politicians and experts.

Political Consultancy

Dialogue platforms

Publications
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No. 307, July 2022

CSS Analyses in Security Policy

French Defense at a 
Crossroads
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has resulted in a myriad of new challenges, 
including for French security and defense policies. Demand for its 
defense industries is rising. The French armed forces are now more 
than ever needed since the end of the Cold War to ensure the defense 
of Europe. 

By Constant Despont

France is the world’s third largest weapons 
manufacturer and has one of the most ca-
pable armed forces in Europe. It is a perma-
nent member of the UN Security Council 
and possesses its own nuclear deterrent. 
Therefore, Paris is a key actor for European 
defense policy. France has long had inten-
tions to further develop its armed forces to 
maintain its strategic autonomy and ensure 
its place as a key actor within NATO and in 
Europe. The war in Ukraine will likely push 
France to re-examine its existing plans and 
approaches to European defense. 

Nevertheless, France is already dealing 
with obstacles that jeopardize its ambi-
tions. The constant commitment of French 
forces inside and outside the country has 
overstretched its capabilities. A difficult 
economic climate – namely a global eco-
nomic downturn, high inflation numbers, 
and the lingering aftereffects of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic – also constrains its future 
defense budget. The recent loss of Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron’s absolute major-
ity in Parliament may limit the agility of 
the French government even further. He 
will have to form a coalition government 
with political parties that do not necessar-
ily share his defense policy. As a result, the 
new government may have no other choice 

than to revise its ambitions and carefully 
balance its spending priorities.

Moreover, France’s defense industry has 
suffered various setbacks in recent years. 
French firms are in direct competition with 
those in the US, which is the preferred de-

fense supplier of many European states. 
This may hinder France’s efforts to 
strengthen the European defense industry 
and restrain its own leadership ambitions 
in various joint projects. As a consequence, 
France’s key position in European policy-
making could be weakened. 

French President Emmanuel Macron speaks during a news conference following a NATO summit in 
Brussels, Belgium on 24 March 2022. Gonzalo Fuentes / Reuters
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CSS Analyses in Security Policy

Russia’s War in Ukraine: 
China’s Calculus
China confronts difficult choices in responding to Russia’s war in 
Ukraine. The war presents China with several risks, but China  
continues to view Russia as a valuable partner. China remains  
cautious about supporting Russia in ways that would incur heavy 
costs, such as helping it to evade sanctions, but it is likely to continue 
providing rhetorical support and resisting calls to rein in Russia.

By Brian G. Carlson

Russia’s war in Ukraine will serve as an im-
portant test for the China-Russia relation-
ship. In recent years, a shared desire to re-
vise the international order and to reduce 
the power of the US has drawn the two 
countries together. Russia has set aside 
concerns about a potential threat from 
China, calculating that China’s rise dis-
tracts the US from Europe and thereby in-
creases Russia’s room for maneuver. Simi-
larly, China perceives benefit from Russia’s 
antagonism with the West, which limits 
US ability to focus on China’s growing 
power and ambitions in Asia and beyond.

Despite the potential advantages to China 
of Russia’s confrontational posture toward 
Europe and the West, the Russian war in 
Ukraine places China in a difficult position. 
Russia’s blatant aggression against Ukraine, 
a country with which China has long en-
joyed friendly relations, is clearly at odds 
with longstanding principles of Chinese 
foreign policy, including the inviolability of 
state sovereignty and territorial integrity. 
China’s close association with Russia, which 
now faces widespread international con-
demnation for its actions, threatens China 
with reputational damage and increased in-
ternational hostility. Economic ties with 
Russia now also potentially expose China 
to secondary sanctions. The risks associated 
with continued support for Russia have led 

to calls, including from some domestic Chi-
nese critics, for China to distance itself 
from an increasingly erratic partner.

However, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
and the top Chinese leadership are unlikely 
to abandon Russia. For China, the worst-
case scenario would be an outright Russian 
defeat in Ukraine and the fall of President 

Vladimir Putin’s regime from power. Such 
an outcome might usher in a new Russian 
government that was less favorably dis-
posed toward China, leaving China in-
creasingly isolated.

Friendly relations with Russia offer several 
advantages to China. These include a se-
cure strategic rear, support from a like-

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping at a summit in Beijing, China on 
February 4, 2022. Sputnik Photo Agency / Reuters
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Norms vs. Realities:  
Cyber at the UN
In the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, cyber norms discussions  
at the UN have reached an impasse. Tensions between the US and 
Russia have stalled substantive progress, particularly on issues of 
cyber conduct during armed conflict. Yet, the continued existence of 
the UN working groups is a small but positive sign for the future, as is 
the growth of norm discussion venues beyond the UN.

By Taylor Grossman

Amidst the global expansion of information 
communications technologies (ICT) in the 
1980s and 90s, governments faced new and 
fundamental regulatory questions: How 
should they handle this domain in terms of 
national defense, state sovereignty, criminal 
activity, and other core state prerogatives? 
In these early years, no agreements yet ex-
isted on how to apply international law to 
cyberspace. Many early Internet pioneers 
eschewed state interference. In Switzerland 
in 1996, cyber libertarian John Perry Bar-
low outlined a declaration of independence 
for cyberspace. Others began to wonder 
whether cyberspace would need an entirely 
new set of norms of behavior (See CSS Cy-
berdefense Report: One, Two, or Two Hun-
dred Internets?).

Against this backdrop of uncertainty, the 
UN came to serve as an important focal 
point for cyber norm development. Over 
the past two decades, the UN has helped 
frame ICT within the lens of existing inter-
national norms and law, including its 
founding charter, and has established a de-
gree of continuity of responsible state be-
havior across domains, folding cyberspace 
into the laws that govern state interaction at 
sea, on land, and in the air. In particular, the 
UN has sought to find minimum common 
norms to reduce the risk that cyberspace 
becomes a source of instability, escalation, 
and harm – particularly to civilians. Swit-
zerland has been central to these efforts, 
from its commitment to Geneva as the 
“capital of digital governance,” to its role as 
a chair of previous rounds of UN norms 

discussions, to its interest in neutrality in 
cyberspace (See CSS Cyberdefense Report: 
The Law of Neutrality in Cyberspace).

Yet despite this ambitious premise, the two 
resulting UN-led processes – the six 
Groups of Governmental Experts (GGEs) 
convened between 2004 and 2021, and the 

two Open-Ended Working Groups 
(OEWGs) since 2019 – have led to mod-
est, stilted results. Major powers like Rus-
sia, China, and the US have generally shied 
away from specificity in cyber norm articu-
lation. While China has sometimes worked 
with other state delegations to advance its 
viewpoints, Russia has been central to both 

Portrait of a UN flag on a computer motherboard, October 2022. Designed by Kevin Kohler and generated 
using DALL-E OpenAI
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Since 2006, the CSS Analyses in Security Policy have 
been discussing current foreign and security policy 
developments and their backgrounds in a concise 
form. The topics are often examined with a view to 
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tional audience.
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In the CSS Policy Perspectives, CSS staff 
members analyze current security policy 
issues, sometimes in co-authorship with 
international guest authors. CSS Policy 
Perspectives are produced on an ad hoc 
basis and translate the CSS’ academic 
expertise into policy-oriented analyses and 
recommendations for action. The publica-
tion targets an international audience and is 
therefore mostly written in English. Fifteen 
CSS Policy Perspectives were published in 
the reporting year 2022: 

CSS Policy Perspectives Newsletter 
A newsletter, which provides  
regular updates on the latest issues, 
can be subscribed to at www.css.ethz.
ch/en/publications/css-policy-per-
spectives.html.

All CSS Policy Perspectives 2022

CSS Policy Perspectives

In late 2016, several leaders of the US intelligence com-
munity estimated that more than 30 countries are in the 

process of developing “offensive cyber attack capabilities.”1 
This number has steadily increased, with a wide range of 
countries – including the United Arab Emirates, Nigeria, 
and Vietnam – announcing their establishment of a mili-
tary cyber command since. Despite this proliferation, there 
is still little understanding of the requirements to effective-
ly operationalize a military cyber command.

In No Shortcuts: Why States Struggle to Develop a Mil-
itary Cyber-Force, I analyze the difficulties that states face in 

this area. The purpose of this policy brief is to highlight sev-
eral key aspects of offensive capability development.

Conceptualizing Cyber Capability Development
The nature of offensive cyber capabilities continues to be fre-
quently misrepresented. We often hear that “cyber weapons” 
can be sold or that states have an “arsenal of cyber weapons.” 
Yet, it is often unclear what a “cyber weapon” refers to. Con-
sider a case of an actor gaining access to a computer system 
through social engineering and removing files or directories. 
What is the weapon in this scenario? An offensive cyber ca-

pability refers to an actor’s ability to con-
duct cyber operations. Cyber operations 
are a set of linked activities – bringing to-
gether technology, skill, and organization-
al processes – spanning target acquisition 
to payload delivery and beyond. 

We can break down a cyber com-
mand’s challenges of building an offensive 
cyber capability into five categories. The 
first are the people required to run an effec-
tive cyber operation. Second, a state devel-
oping an offensive cyber capability will 
need to think about how it can exploit vul-
nerabilities in computer systems to gain, 
escalate, and maintain access. The third re-
quirement to develop an offensive cyber 
capability is the toolbox, a set of computer 
programs used to create, debug, maintain, 
or otherwise support other programs or 

What it Takes to Develop 
a Military Cyber-Force 
States often struggle to develop a military cyber-force, as 
the time and resources required for an effective capability 
are much greater than often appreciated. 

By Max Smeets

Key Points

 Offensive cyber capability development encompasses five key 
elements: people, exploits, tools, infrastructure, and organization.

 The most important element of developing an offensive cyber capabili-
ty concerns the recruitment, training, and retention of personnel.

 There are both benefits and risks to organizational integration 
between military and intelligence.

 There is a tension between establishing standard operating proce-
dures to carry out complex routine operations and maintaining 
individual flexibility.

Policy Perspectives
Vol. 10/7, June 2022

Drones alone do not have decisive war-winning capa-
bility. However, the war in Ukraine shows that they 

have become a significant factor in conventional warfare. 
Ranging from persistent eyes in the sky and flying missile 
launchers to small stealthy drone scouts, the qualitative and 
quantitative scale of their use in war is unprecedented. At 
the same time, the effect of drones on the changing charac-
ter of warfare should not be overestimated. Machines are 
still far from replacing human fighting. Drones, however, 
can transform the way humans go about 
warfare. In addition to their use as weap-
ons, drones have brought about an im-
portant evolutionary change in their less 
spectacular supporting roles, especially in 
providing battlespace awareness for small 
teams and even individual soldiers.

Large drones are too easy to de-
fend against to make an independent dif-
ference in air operations, especially in an 
active shooting war in which no side has 
control of the airspace. In contrast, small-
er drones operated by land forces are 
transforming the dynamics in lower air-
space. They empower infantry soldiers to 
spot enemy units and navigate artillery 
fires, which helps to improve precision 
and keeps troops out of harm’s way. These 

are the same tasks that drones performed in the last centu-
ry – yet thanks to their affordability and user friendliness, 
humans just got better at using them.

The main take-away for the European countries 
from drone warfare in Ukraine is drone diversity. Different 
categories of drones have different military effects. For the 
past two decades, European countries have been procuring 
drones designed for the wars of the past. Due to US 
drone-intensive counterterrorism operations executed by 

The Ukraine Drone Effect 
on European Militaries 
The war in Ukraine is the first large-scale, high-intensity 
military conflict in which both sides deploy different types 
of drones extensively and to different military effects.  
European countries should take note to adopt a holistic 
approach on drones and anti-drone defenses. 

By Dominika Kunertova

Key Points

 The war in Ukraine is shaping how the military is thinking about 
drones and normalizing the use of armed drones, as the context 
changes from counterterrorism to conventional warfare.

 European countries should adjust their drone acquisition strategies 
to include a full spectrum of drones, but also better integrate small 
drones serving land forces.

 European countries should invest in their under-developed air 
defenses and, given the changing operational dynamics in the lower 
airspace, acquire effective countermeasures against small drones.

Policy Perspectives
Vol. 10/15, December 2022

 › The Ukraine Drone Effect on European 
Militaries

 › Minsk’s Signals: Belarus and the War in 
Ukraine

 › The China Factor in Russia’s War in 
Ukraine

 › Adapting Civil Protection to a Changing 
Climate

 › Tense Triangle in Asia: The South Korea 
Factor

 › US-China “Tech Decoupling”: A Swiss 
Perspective

 › Triple Nexus in Fragile Contexts: Next 
Steps

 › When Crises Collide: Energy, Security, 
Climate Change

 › What it Takes to Develop a Military 
Cyber-Force

 › Russia’s War and the Global Nuclear Order

 › Sicherheitsordnung nach Moskaus 
Ukraine-Invasion

 › The War Against Ukraine Shapes NATO’s 
Future

 › Goodbye Cyberwar: Ukraine as Reality 
Check

 › Ceasefire Monitoring and Verification 
Technology

 › Cyberneutrality: Discouraging Collateral 
Damage

https://css.ethz.ch/en/publications/css-policy-perspectives.html
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Introduction by the Special Editor Anar Valiyev
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Anar Valiyev (ADA University, Baku)

 ■ The Beginning of a ‘Smart Development Era’ in Azerbaijan: 
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Narmin Ismayilova (University of Passau)
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By Ilya Matveev (Russian Academy of National Economy and Public Administration – 
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The Russian Analytical Digest (RAD) analyzes recent 
events, trends and developments within contem-
porary Russian politics, economics and business, 
foreign policy, security and society. Each issue 
contains original academic and policy relevant 
research articles by authors from across the globe, 
and topical statistical data, graphics and opinion 
polls. The series is produced by a partner network 
that includes the Center for Security Studies (CSS) at 
ETH Zürich, the Research Centre for East European 
Studies (FSO) at the University of Bremen, the In-
stitute for European, Russian and Eurasian Studies 
(IERES) at the George Washington University, the 
Center for Eastern European Studies (CEES) at the 
University of Zurich, and the German Association for 
East European Studies (DGO).

Russian Analytical Digest 

The Caucasus Analytical Digest (CAD) analyzes the 
political, economic, and social situation in the three 
South Caucasus states of Armenia, Azerbaijan, 
and Georgia within the context of international and 
security dimensions of this region’s development. 
The CAD is a bimonthly online-publication jointly 
produced by the Caucasus Research Resource 
Center (CRRC-Georgia), the Research Centre for East 
European Studies (FSO) at the University of Bremen, 
the Center for Security Studies (CSS) at ETH Zürich, 
the Center for Eastern European Studies (CEES) at 
the University of Zurich, and the German Association 
for East European Studies (DGO).

Caucasus Analytical Digest

Caucasus Analytical Digest (CAD) 
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Bulletin 2022  
on Swiss Security Policy

The Bulletin 2022 on Swiss Security Policy once again deals with current topics of 
Swiss foreign and security policy. It opens with an interview with the President of the 
Swiss Confederation and Head of the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), 
Ignazio Cassis. The authors take a forward-thinking look at military drone use, Swit-
zerland’s security and defense policy cooperation in the shadow of Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, priorities for Swiss UN Security Council membership, the cross-connections 
between peace mediation and climate protection, and the role of technology in cease-
fire monitoring. 

Switzerland’s Security and Defense 
Cooperation in the Shadow of Russia’s 
War in Ukraine
In this article, Amos Dossi and 
 Sophie-Charlotte Fischer examine the 
possible implications of the Ukraine war 
for Swiss cooperation strategies in the 
security and defense sector. While Swit-
zerland has established a close-meshed 
and institutionally strong network of mul-
tilateral relations in the field of European 
domestic security policy since the 1990s, 
it limited its defense cooperation to the 
military policy working level, relying 
primarily on bilateral and minilateral 
formats. This model worked well for a 
long time; however, the changed security 
situation and adjustments on the part of 
partner states suggest further develop-
ment and diversification here.

Military Drone Use: Experiences,  
Technology and Swiss Options
In this article, Constant Despont, Domini-
ka Kunertova and Niklas Masuhr discuss 
the military use of drones, which have 
become an indispensable part of military 
operations. At the same time, however, 
it would be an exaggeration to speak of 
a military revolution caused by drones. 
Given the offensive potential of increas-
ing autonomy of the systems, no purely 
technological solution to drone defense 
can be expected in the foreseeable 
future. Accordingly, Despont, Kunertova 
and Masuhr argue regarding Switzerland 
that drones are and will remain a task for 
the whole state.

The entire bulletin, inclu-
ding the interview and 
all five articles, can be 
downloaded as a pdf (in 
German): Onlineversion

Priorities of Swiss UN Security  
Council Membership
In this article, Fabien Merz highlights 
the opportunities and ambitions associ-
ated with the four thematic priorities of 
Swiss Security Council membership for 
the period 2023–2024. He shows what 
Switzerland has to offer in the areas of 
promoting sustainable peace, protecting 
civilians, climate security, and increasing 
the Council’s efficiency. He argues that 
Switzerland’s foreign policy profile puts 
it in a good position to offer added value 
in these areas and to contribute con-
structively to the Council.

https://css.ethz.ch/en/publications/bulletin/details.html?id=%2Fb%2Fu%2Fl%2Fl%2Fbulletin_2022_on_swiss_security_policybu
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Strategic Trends 2022

The Strategic Trends publication series offers an annual analysis 
of important world political developments. The focus is on 
issues of international security. The volumes contain in-depth 
studies of selected key trends and are enriched with numerous 
graphics. The series is published in English.

The chapters in this year’s volume address important trends in 
world politics at a time of rapid change and great uncertainty. 
The authors have looked at events up to April 1, knowing full 
well that the situation may change significantly by the time the 
volume is scheduled for publication in May. Nonetheless, the four 
chapters address key strategic trends that will shape interna-
tional security in the years ahead, regardless of the outcome of 
the Russian war in Ukraine. 

China-Russia Relations and Asian 
Security
In the first chapter, Brian Carlson  
analyzes China-Russia relations and the 
implications for Asian security.

Hypersonic Weapons: Emerging,  
Disruptive, Political
In the second chapter, Dominika Kuner-
tova explains how hypersonic technology 
has become a political tool in the great 
power competition between the United 
States, China, and Russia.

Transatlantic Security and the Future of 
Nuclear Arms Control
In the third chapter, Névine Schepers 
argues that Russia’s war in Ukraine 
significantly complicates nuclear arms 
control efforts, while underscoring their 
necessity given the increased risk of 
nuclear escalation.

Indo-Pacific: The Reconstruction  
of a Region
In the concluding chapter, Boas Lieb-
erherr and Linda Maduz analyze the 
emerging concept of the Indo-Pacific, 
particularly with regard to its strategic 
implications.

On May 13, 2022, the CSS, on the occasion of the publica-
tion “Strategic Trends 2022”, invited to the ETH conference 
“World Political Situation 2022”. Two selected articles were 
published in short form on the same day on a double page 
of the Neue Zürcher Zeitung. The first article was about the 
Indo-Pacific. This is a relatively new regional framework 
driven primarily by the United States, Australia, India and 
Japan. East Asia, the Pacific region, and the Indian Ocean are 
seen as one strategically connected area. The second text 
focused on the future of arms control. In view of new nuclear 
dynamics – not least in the light of Russian nuclear threats 
in the context of Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine – it was more 
important than ever before. In view of difficult political and 
technological contexts, however, it is not easy to give arms 
control the importance it deserves.
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Indopazifik – neue Region auf dem Schachbrett der Geopolitik
Die Bedrohung durch den Aufstieg Chinas wirft althergebrachte Konzepte über den Haufen

BOAS LIEBERHERR, LINDA MADUZ

Seit einigen Jahren steht ein neuer Be-
griff im Zentrum von sicherheitspoliti-
schen Debatten: der Indopazifik. Zum
Ausdruck kommt damit ein geopoliti-
sches Rahmenkonzept, das vornehmlich
von den USA, Australien, Indien und
Japan vorangetrieben wird. Ostasien,
der pazifische Raum und der Indische
Ozean werden nun als ein strategisch zu-
sammenhängendes Gebiet verstanden.
Dieses bildet das neue wirtschaftliche
und politische Epizentrum des Welt-
geschehens. So passieren fast die Hälfte
des globalen Handels und zwei Drittel
des weltweit gehandelten Öls und Gases
den Indischen Ozean.

Die wachsende Verbreitung des Be-
griffs Indopazifik istvorallemimKontext
der aufsteigenden Supermacht China zu
verstehen, deren Machtanspruch begeg-
net werden soll. Zudem soll den Fähig-
keiten und Ambitionen Indiens stärker
Rechnung getragen werden.

Von China abgelehnt

Erstmals wurde die Indopazifik-Idee in
einer Rede des damaligen japanischen
Ministerpräsidenten Shinzo Abe im
Jahr 2007 erwähnt. Australien, Indien
und die USA nahmen den Begriff da-
nach schrittweise in ihr aussenpoliti-
sches Vokabular auf. Gemeinsam mit
Japan gründeten sie auch den «Quad».
Dabei handelt es sich um ein informel-
les Kooperationsformat. Die «Free and
Open Indo-Pacific»-Strategie der Admi-
nistration Trump aus dem Jahre 2017
verhalf dem Konzept des Indopazifiks
zum Durchbruch.

Frankreich, der südostasiatische
Staatenverband Asean, Deutschland,
die Niederlande und die Europäische
Union veröffentlichten seitdem Indo-

pazifik-Strategien. China seinerseits ver-
steht das Konzept als eine gegen sich ge-
richtete Eindämmungsstrategie unter
amerikanischer Federführung und lehnt
es entsprechend ab.

Mit dem Konzept des Indopazifiks
wird Asien neu strukturiert.Allen voran

die USA, Australien, Indien und Japan
bestimmen, wer zur Region gehört,
wo die Machtzentren liegen und wel-
che Themen die Grundlage für regio-
nale Kooperation bilden sollen. Somit
wird das seit mehr als dreissig Jahren
dominierende Konstrukt des ostasia-
tisch-pazifischen Raums als geopoliti-
scher Bezugsrahmen vieler Staaten ad
acta gelegt.

Mit der Fokussierung auf den Indo-
pazifik sind nun vier Trends zu beobach-
ten. Erstens stehen neu sicherheitspoli-
tische Themen im Zentrum regionaler
Zusammenarbeit und nicht mehr wirt-
schaftliche. Aspekte der Kooperation
in Ostasien, vorangetrieben durch die
Asiatisch-Pazifische Wirtschaftsgemein-
schaft und die Asean, waren die Förde-
rung von Wachstum und Entwicklung,
die Stärkung des multilateralen Han-
delssystems und die wirtschaftliche
Liberalisierung.

Der Indopazifik wird hingegen als
ein zunehmend umkämpftes mariti-
mes Gebiet definiert. Herausforderun-
gen wie der Bau künstlicher, militä-
risch genutzter chinesischer Inseln im
Südchinesischen Meer, die Moderni-
sierung der chinesischen Marine, aber
auch die Piraterie würden die wichtigs-
ten Schifffahrtsrouten der Welt bedro-
hen. Der Quad bezweckt entsprechend
mit diversen Initiativen, Chinas Einfluss
in der Region einzudämmen.

Eine unscharfe Idee

Zweitens wird das Indopazifik-Konzept
momentan hauptsächlich von Regierun-
gen, Strategen und Lobbyisten voran-
getrieben, während das ältere Kon-
zept auf eine breitere Unterstützung
von Experten und Akademikern zählen
konnte. Ausgangspunkt waren ähnliche
Visionen und Ziele in Bezug auf Han-

del, wirtschaftliche Liberalisierung und
Regionalismus. Der Indopazifik stellt
vorläufig eine unscharfe Idee dar. Die
Quad-Staaten verfolgen dabei teilweise
unterschiedliche strategische Ziele. Der
Indopazifik gewinnt seine Anziehungs-
kraft in erster Linie durch eine gemein-
same Bedrohungswahrnehmung gegen-
über China und weniger durch gemein-
same Interessen und Vorstellungen hin-
sichtlich regionaler Zusammenarbeit
oder Integration.

Drittens zeichnet sich eine Verschie-
bung von multilateralen hin zu «mi-
nilateralen» Formen der Zusammen-

arbeit ab, also zu Kooperation in kleinen
Gruppen. Solche Formate sind funktio-
nal und flexibel, und die Mitgliedschaft
ist auf wenige ausgewählte Akteure be-
schränkt. Bekannte Beispiele sind der
Quad und die Sicherheitspartnerschaft
Aukus zwischen den USA, Grossbritan-
nien und Australien. Hinzu kommt eine
Vielzahl an weiteren trilateralen For-
maten. Zentrale Antriebsfeder ist die
Kritik entsprechender Akteure an be-
stehenden multilateralen Institutionen
in Asien: Sie hätten – so lautet der Vor-
wurf – im Umgang mit den zentralen
sicherheitspolitischen Herausforderun-
gen in der Region versagt.

Viertens schliesst das Indopazifik-
Konzept China bewusst aus, ja es rich-
tet sich gegen das Reich der Mitte. Dies
gilt, obgleich die Quad-Staaten unter-
schiedlich ausgeprägte Ansätze gegen-
über China verfolgen. Pekings zuneh-
mend aggressive Aussenpolitik unter
anderem gegenüber Indien entlang der
gemeinsamen Grenze im Himalaja so-
wie gegenüber Australien nach dem
Aufruf Canberras zu einer unabhängi-
gen Untersuchung zum Ursprung von
Covid-19 scheint die Auffassung ver-
stärkt zu haben, dass das Verhalten Chi-
nas besser durch Ausschluss statt Ein-
bezug in regionale Formate beeinflusst
werden kann. Daher soll der Zusam-
menschluss verschiedener Staaten im
Rahmen von Indopazifik-Strategien ein
Gegengewicht zu Peking bilden.

Europas Rolle

Für Europa hat die Hinwendung zum
Indopazifik erhebliche Konsequenzen.
Der Wohlstand wie auch die Sicher-
heit Europas sind eng mit Entwicklun-
gen im indopazifischen Raum verknüpft.
Frankreich versteht sich mit seinen 1,5
Millionen Staatsbürgern in der Region
und den dort stationierten 8000 Solda-
ten auch als eine indopazifische Macht.
2019 war es der erste europäische Staat,
der eine Strategie für die Region ver-
öffentlichte. Deutschland, die Nieder-
lande und die EU zogen nach.

In vielerlei Hinsicht stellt jedoch der
neue geopolitische Bezugsrahmen ein
Hindernis für europäisches Engage-
ment in Asien dar. Die EU macht ihren
internationalen Einfluss vornehmlich als
globale Handels- und Wirtschaftsmacht
geltend. Mit vielen weiteren Staaten der
Region hat die EU ihre Handelsbezie-
hungen über die letzten zehn Jahre inten-
siviert und neue Freihandelsabkommen

Angesichts der Bedrohung durch China intensivieren die USA ihre militärische Zusammenarbeit mit anderen Demokratien in der Region. Auf einem Stützpunkt in Honolulu wird ein amerikanisches Transportflugzeug beladen. IMAGO

DieWelt
ist unsicherer
geworden
Der Ukraine-Krieg schürt alte Ängste vor einem
Atomkonflikt, zugleich bleibt China ein zentrales
Problem. Das Center for Security Studies der
ETH Zürich analysiert diese Entwicklungen in der
neuesten Ausgabe seiner Reihe «Strategic Trends»

Der Wohlstand wie
auch die Sicherheit
Europas sind eng
mit Entwicklungen
im indopazifischen
Raum verknüpft.
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Die Atomgefahr macht
Rüstungskontrolle nötig
Der Stillstand in der Diplomatie birgt Risiken

NÉVINE SCHEPERS

Schon vor der russischen Invasion in
der Ukraine drohte Präsident Wladi-
mir Putin mit einem Atomwaffenein-
satz, sollten die Nato oder einzelne ihrer
Mitgliedstaaten intervenieren. Nach wie
vor besteht die Gefahr einer nuklearen
Eskalation. Dies verdeutlicht, wie wich-
tig Mechanismen sind, die das Risiko
eines beabsichtigten oder unbeabsich-
tigten Kernwaffeneinsatzes begrenzen.

Eines der wichtigsten Ziele der Rüs-
tungskontrolle ist die Herstellung von
Stabilität durch gemeinsame Vereinba-
rungen oder informelle Übereinkünfte,
so dass Atomkriege verhindert werden.
Dies zu erreichen, ist heute schwieriger
als während des Kalten Krieges. Damals
fanden ungeachtet der Konfrontation
Verhandlungen zur Rüstungskontrolle
statt, die sogar Durchbrüche bewirk-
ten. Anders heute: Wenige Tage nach
der Ukraine-Invasion wurde der Dialog
zur strategischen Stabilität zwischen den
USA und Russland auf Eis gelegt.

Dieses Format war nach dem Putin-
Biden-Gipfel in Genf im Juni 2021 neu
belebt worden, um Verhandlungen über
einen Nachfolgevertrag für das Abkom-
men New Start den Weg zu ebnen. New
Start ist der einzige Vertrag, mit dem die
Bestände der strategischen Atomwaffen
der USA und Russlands sowie die ent-
sprechenden Trägermittel begrenzt wer-
den. Er läuft 2026 aus.

Es braucht auch China

In den kommenden Jahren sind kaum
Fortschritte bei der Rüstungskon-
trolle auf bilateraler oder multilatera-
ler Ebene zu erwarten, ebenso wenig
bei Fragen von Nichtverbreitung oder
Abrüstung. Der Atomwaffensperrver-
trag und die meisten anderen multilate-
ralen Mechanismen, um die herum die
Bemühungen um Nichtverbreitung und
Abrüstung organisiert sind, stützen sich
auf funktionierende amerikanisch-russi-
sche Beziehungen. Diese sind praktisch
völlig zum Erliegen gekommen.

Darüber hinaus muss China an der
Rüstungskontrolle beteiligt werden,
wenn diese von Bedeutung sein soll.Chi-
nas wachsende nukleare Fähigkeiten ma-
chen dies aus der Sicht vieler, vor allem
auch amerikanischer Beobachter, unab-
dingbar.Peking weigert sich indes beharr-
lich, sich zu beteiligen. China argwöhnt,
sein weiterer Aufstieg solle durch Rüs-
tungskontrolle behindert werden. Zu-
dem verweist Peking darauf, dass Russ-
land und die USA noch immer über weit
grössere Atomarsenale verfügen.

In Anbetracht des Krieges an den
Grenzen der Nato müssen die Verbün-
deten sowohl die konventionelle als
auch die nukleare Abschreckung stär-
ken. Das beim Nato-Gipfel in Madrid
im Juni zu verabschiedende strategi-
sche Konzept der Nato wird dies zum
Ausdruck bringen. Rüstungskontroll-
schritte, die die Glaubwürdigkeit der
Abschreckung zu beeinträchtigen droh-
ten, würden innerhalb der Nato sofort
Meinungsverschiedenheiten auslösen

und ihren Zusammenhalt untergraben.
Gleichzeitig birgt eine Stärkung der Ab-
schreckung ohne damit einhergehende
Rüstungskontrollmechanismen Risiken
für die Stabilität. Hinzu kommt, dass
die zunehmende Bedeutung von Atom-
waffen und das Bewusstsein über die
mit ihnen verbundenen Risiken in Tei-
len der europäischen Öffentlichkeit die
gegen Kernwaffen gerichtete Stimmung
verstärken könnten.

Gegenläufige Entwicklungen

In den letzten Jahren haben Enttäuschun-
gen über den mangelnden Fortschritt bei
der Abrüstung zu einem Erstarken der
Bewegung zur Abschaffung von Atom-
waffen geführt. In deren Mittelpunkt
steht der von 60 Staaten ratifizierteAtom-
waffenverbotsvertrag. Die ihn unterstüt-
zenden zivilgesellschaftlichen Organisa-
tionen greifen nun Putins nukleare Dro-
hungen als weiteren Grund auf, warum
weitere Staaten den Vertrag unterzeich-
nen sollten. Für die Nato ist er gerade
wegen der russischen Atomdrohungen
nicht sinnvoll, würde er doch das Funda-
ment einer glaubwürdigen nuklearenAb-
schreckung der Allianz untergraben.

Angesichts dieser entgegengesetz-
ten Trends, einerseits hin zu mehr Ab-
schreckung, andererseits hin zu Forde-
rungen nach mehr Abrüstung, bleibt für
Rüstungskontrolle wenig Raum. Den-
noch ist Rüstungskontrolle ein wesent-
liches Instrument zur Verhinderung
eines Atomkrieges; ohne sie würde die
Welt noch gefährlicher werden. Auch
wenn es schwierig ist, die Rüstungskon-
trolle an die neuen Begebenheiten an-
zupassen, bleiben Wege zur Deeskala-
tion in nächster Zeit notwendig, ebenso
wie Massnahmen zur Risikominderung.

Im Mittelpunkt können dabei fol-
gende Elemente stehen: Verbesserun-
gen beim gegenseitigen Verständnis
von Militärdoktrinen, Erhöhung der
Transparenz, Einrichtung von Kanä-
len zur Kommunikation in Krisen-
situationen, Massnahmen zur Verringe-
rung der Wahrscheinlichkeit eines ver-
sehentlichen Einsatzes. Der Krieg in der
Ukraine verdeutlicht, dass mehr Rüs-
tungskontrolle und bessere Präventions-
mechanismen notwendig sind. Sollte die
Rüstungskontrolle mehr oder weniger
für tot erklärt werden, hätte dies fatale
Folgen. Früher oder später könnten
Kernwaffen zum Einsatz kommen.

Ob eine Wiederbelebung der Rüs-
tungskontrolle gelingt, hängt von vie-
lerlei Faktoren ab. Der Ausgang des
Ukraine-Krieges ist einer davon. Sollte
es zu einer langanhaltenden Konfronta-
tion zwischen den USA und ihren Ver-
bündeten einerseits und Russland so-
wie China andererseits kommen, stehen
die Chancen schlecht. Dann bliebe nur
die Hoffnung auf dieselbe Erkenntnis
wie im Kalten Krieg – dass Atomkriege
nicht gewonnen werden können und da-
her in niemandes Interesse sind.

Névine Schepers forscht am Center for Secu-
rity Studies der ETH Zürich, hauptsächlich zu
Fragen der Diplomatie der Nuklearabrüstung.

ausgehandelt. Die Indopazifik-Idee be-
tont hingegen nicht die wirtschaftliche
Kooperation,sondern die Bedeutung der
Sicherheitszusammenarbeit, insbeson-
dere im maritimen Bereich, und stärkt
somit die Position der USA und weite-
rer Länder wie Australien und Japan,die
sich als maritime Staaten verstehen.

Das Indopazifik-Konzept steht auch
im Widerspruch zur Funktionsweise der
EU als integrativer, multilateraler Insti-
tution. Während der letzten zwanzig
Jahre bildete die Förderung eines effek-
tiven Multilateralismus die Grundlage
für ihr aussenpolitisches Handeln. An
der Asean, ihrem zentralen Partner in
der Region, der den asiatischen Multi-
lateralismus verkörpert, möchte die
EU gemäss ihrer gegenwärtigen Indo-
pazifik-Strategie denn auch festhalten.
Ein von europäischer Seite beworbener
Multilateralismus stösst indes bei regio-
nal ambitionierten Ländern wie Aus-
tralien auf Kritik, da ein solcher Ansatz
nicht auf ihre strategischen Herausfor-
derungen eingehe. Der Multilateralis-
mus ist somit unter Druck.

Neue Formen der Kooperation

Eine exklusive, gegen China gerichtete
Interpretation des Indopazifiks hielt
Europa von einer frühen, aktiven Über-
nahme des Konzeptes ab. Den Wende-
punkt stellte ein von der Asean 2019
verabschiedetes Grundlagenpapier zum
Indopazifik dar, das sich auf eine offene
und integrative Architektur der Region
beruft. Es bildete einen Gegenentwurf
zum dominierenden konfrontativen An-
satz. Die Indopazifik-Strategie der EU
will explizit alle Partner in der Region
einbeziehen.

Das Indopazifik-Konzept bietet
europäischen Staaten aber auch neue
Chancen.Von der Regionalordnung der

vergangenen Jahrzehnte blieb Europa
weitestgehend ausgeschlossen. Ein Vor-
teil «minilateraler» Zusammenarbeit ist
die neue Offenheit der Kooperations-
formate. Sie bieten ausserregionalen
Akteuren neue Anknüpfungspunkte für
ein Engagement in Asien im Hinblick
auf Partnerschaften und Themenfelder.
Die EU möchte beispielsweise ihre An-
strengungen zu Fragen wie jener der
Bekämpfung der illegalen Fischerei im
Indischen Ozean verstärken. Gegenüber
dem Quad signalisierte die EU Offen-
heit für eine Zusammenarbeit in Berei-
chen wie Klimawandel und Technologie.

Zu den Stärken der neuen Indopazi-
fik-Strategien gehört die Anerkennung
der sich ändernden sicherheitspoliti-
schen Landschaft in Asien. Sie werden
der wachsenden strategischen Bedeu-
tung Indiens sowie der zunehmenden
Vernetzung zwischen den Grossräumen
des Indischen und Pazifischen Ozeans
gerecht – eine Realität, die interessan-
terweise auch Chinas Belt-and-Road-In-
itiative widerspiegelt.

Die EU will ihre Anstrengungen zur
Stärkung ihrer Beziehungen mit der
Region in Bereichen wie der Infrastruk-
turfinanzierung vorantreiben. Auch der
Freihandel wird ein wichtiges Instru-
ment bleiben, gerade angesichts der
diesbezüglichen innenpolitischen Ein-
schränkungen der USA. Europas füh-
rende Seemächte sind Frankreich und
das Vereinigte Königreich – sie sol-
len beide ihre militärische Präsenz in
der Region verstärken und haben auch
schon Kriegsschiffe dorthin entsandt.

Europäische Staaten treffen in Asien
auf komplexe Konflikte und teilweise
divergierende Erwartungen bezüglich
einer Zusammenarbeit mit Europa, die
grundsätzlich begrüsst wird. Die USA
möchten gemeinsam mit Partnern die
eigene Vormachtstellung in der Region

sichern. Australien, Indien und Japan
teilen die amerikanische Wahrnehmung
der Bedrohung durch Chinas wirtschaft-
liche und militärische Expansion und
setzen sich in eigenem Interesse für eine
starke Präsenz der USA ein.

Gleichzeitig sichern sie sich durch
eine verstärkte Zusammenarbeit unter-
einander gegen einen möglichen schwin-
denden amerikanischen Einfluss in der
Region ab und suchen ihrerseits eine
neue, stärkere regionale Führungsrolle.
Kleinere und mittlere asiatische Staaten
finden sich hingegen zwischen amerika-
nischem Druck, sich der Konzeption des
Indopazifiks anzuschliessen, und star-
ker chinesischer Opposition wieder. Sie
fürchten sich vor einem polarisierenden
Effekt des Indopazifik-Konzepts.

Schwierige Interessenabwägung

Für europäische Staaten gilt es, eine un-
abhängige Position zu wahren, um als
glaubwürdige und verlässliche Partner
wahrgenommen zu werden. Die Ab-
wägung des europäischen Engagements
im Spannungsfeld von eigenen Interes-
sen und verfügbaren Ressourcen – ange-
sichts der Herausforderungen in der un-
mittelbaren Nachbarschaft – ist komplex.
Mit der zunehmend unübersichtlichen
Regionalarchitektur in Asien wird die
Konsensfindung schwieriger. Die feh-
lende integrative Kraft und die offenen
Legitimitäts- und Führungsfragen sind
dem Indopazifik-Konzept abträglich.
Allerdings ist zu erwarten, dass ange-
sichts der wachsenden Ambitionen Chi-
nas die Bedeutung des Indopazifik-Kon-
zeptes weiter zunehmen wird.

Boas Lieberherr und Linda Maduz forschen
am Center for Security Studies (CSS) der ETH
Zürich, hauptsächlich zu Fragen der Sicher-
heitspolitik Süd- und Ostasiens.

Angesichts der Bedrohung durch China intensivieren die USA ihre militärische Zusammenarbeit mit anderen Demokratien in der Region. Auf einem Stützpunkt in Honolulu wird ein amerikanisches Transportflugzeug beladen. IMAGO

China argwöhnt, sein
weiterer Aufstieg solle
durch Rüstungskontrolle
behindert werden.
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https://css.ethz.ch/publikationen/strategic-trends/details.html?id=/s/t/r/a/strategic_trends_2021
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Studie Sicherheit 2022
Aussen- , Sicherheits-  und Verteidigungspolitische 
Meinungsbildung im Trend

The annual study “Sicherheit”, which is published jointly by the 
Military Academy at ETH Zurich (MILAC) and the CSS, serves to 
identify long-term trends in the formation of opinion on foreign, 
security and defense policy in Switzerland. 

In January 2022, the Swiss continue to feel very secure and 
remain united and almost unanimous in their support for 
neutrality. In terms of foreign policy, the Swiss electorate’s 
low willingness to open up continues. Respondents continue to 
have a positive attitude toward the Swiss Army. Compared to 
2018, support for a mandatory orientation day for women has 
declined. However, a majority tends to be in favor. The data for 
the “Sicherheit 2022” study was collected between January 4 
and 20, 2022. Due to the war in Ukraine, a follow-up survey was 
conducted this year.

With the war in Ukraine, Swiss people are taking a more pes-
simistic view of the future. The war is leading to a more critical 
view of Swiss neutrality. At the same time, security policy 
cooperation with NATO or the EU is becoming more popular. 
In addition, Swiss people want to strengthen Switzerland’s 
defense capabilities. Therefore, good training and equipment 
of the army are demanded. This is shown by the results of the 
follow-up survey of the “Sicherheit 2022” study. The follow-up 
survey took place at the beginning of June 2022.

Author(s): Tibor Szvircsev Tresch, Andreas Wenger,  
Stefano De Rosa, Thomas Ferst, Jacques Robert, Patric Rohr 
Editor(s): Tibor Szvircsev Tresch, Andreas Wenger

Security Policy Functions of Neutrality. 
In: Follow-up survey of the “Sicherheit 
2022” study due to the war in Ukraine.

The publication is published in 
German and includes summaries 
in German, French, Italian and 
English. Onlineversion

https://css.ethz.ch/publikationen/studie-sicherheit/details.html?id=/s/i/c/h/sicherheit_2022
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ETH Workshop on Security Policy:  
“Implications of the War in Ukraine”
On June 3, 2022, the CSS hosted an ETH 
Workshop on “Implications of the War in 
Ukraine”. Four high-level panels dis-
cussed the following topics: Dynamics of 
war and conflict management, medi-
um- and long-term global and regional 
impacts, implications for Swiss security 
and defense policy, and assessments 
from policymakers. ■

ETH Workshop on Security Policy: “The 
Future of Swiss Crisis Management”
On June 24, 2022, the CSS hosted an ETH 
Workshop on “The Future of Swiss Crisis 
Management”. Four high-level panels 
discussed the following topics: the role 
of the federal government in Switzer-
land’s crisis management, cantonal crisis 
management, international cooperation 
in crisis management, and science and 
crisis management. ■

ETH Evening Talk: Book Launch: “No 
Shortcuts: Why States Struggle to De-
velop a Military Cyber-Force”
On June 22, 2022, the Center for Security 
Studies (CSS) at ETH Zurich hosted an 
ETH Evening Talk on the occasion of the 
launch of CSS Researcher Max Smeets’ 
new book. The discussion was moderated 
by Senior Lecturer for Security Studies 
and Deputy for Research and Teaching at 
the CSS, Myriam Dunn Cavelty. ■

ETH Evening Talk: “Building New Alli-
ances? US Policy in the Middle East”
On June 30, 2022, the CSS hosted an  
ETH Evening Talk on “Building New  
Alliances? US Policy in the Middle East”.
Michael Singh, Lane-Swig Senior Fellow 
and Managing Director at the Washing-
ton Institute and former Senior Director 
for Middle East Affairs at the National 
Security Council presented his views on 
US policy in the Middle East considering 
current challenges in the Middle East, 
such as the rapprochement between 
Israel and certain Arab countries or 
Iran’s influence on regional security and 
Tehran’s nuclear program. ■

ETH Evening Talk: “Great Power  
Conflicts and Domestic Security: The 
Importance of Critical Supply Chains”
As part of the ETH Evening Talks event 
series, the Center for Security Studies 
(CSS) invited Prof. Dr. Heribert Dieter, 
researcher at the Stiftung für Wissen-
schaft und Politik in Berlin and adjunct 
professor at the University of Potsdam, 
and Dr. Sophie-Charlotte Fischer, CSS 
Researcher in the Swiss and Euro-At-
lantic Security Team, on September 28, 
2022, to shed light on the U.S.-China 
global conflict from a political economy 
as well as security policy perspective. 
They focused primarily on the role of 
critical supply chains. ■

ETH Lecture Event: “The Consequences 
of the Russian Invasion of Ukraine for 
European Security”
On November 10, 2022, at the invitation 
of the Center for Security Studies (CSS), 
Ambassador (ret.) Dr. Christoph Heusgen, 
Chairman of the Munich Security Con-
ference, spoke about the implications of 
the Russian war in Ukraine for European 
security policy. According to Ambassa-
dor Heusgen, an important question is 
whether Europe has the capacity to stand 
together and cooperate militarily in con-
flicts on or at the edge of the continent. 
He stressed several times that the West 
must continue to support Ukraine, even 
though high (and rising) energy prices, 
inflation, and the upcoming recession are 
causing more and more people to criti-
cally question the support for Ukraine. ■

CSS Dialogue Platforms
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Kevin Kohler
One, Two, or Two Hundred  
Internets?: The Politics of Future 
Internet Architectures
Center for Security Studies (CSS), 2022

The Internet has grown massively since 
its commercialization and globalization 
in the 1990s. Yet, despite its success, 
the notion that the Internet could lose its 
global character looms large. The debate 
plays out in two variants. In the first, the 
Internet is evolving into a “splinternet” 
made up of multiple national Internets 
due to intentional access and connectivity 
restrictions imposed by governments. 
A second assertion that emerged with 
the onset of the U.S.-China “trade war” 
in 2018 is that we are moving toward 
a bifurcation between a Western and 
a Chinese Internet. This CSS Cyberde-
fense Report provides an overview of 
the discourse on the fragmentation and 
bifurcation of the Internet. ■

Andrin Hauri, Kevin Kohler, Benjamin 
Scharte
A Comparative Assessment of 
Mobile Device-Based Multi-Hazard 
Warnings: Saving Lives through 
Public Alerts in Europe
Center for Security Studies (CSS), 2022

While there are many different forms 
of public alert systems, those that use 
electronic communication services offer 
several advantages. For example, their 
reach is much greater because much of 
the population always has a cell phone 
with them. This report describes the 
challenges for such multi-hazard warn-
ing apps and based on that, presents 
several recommendations to address 
them. ■

Center for Security Studies (CSS)  
at ETH Zürich
Swiss Security and Defense  
Cooperation in Europe: Options  
for Further Development
CSS Briefing Paper, 2022

The Russian war against Ukraine has 
shaken the foundations of the European 
security order that has evolved since 
1989. European states are placing new 
priority on strengthening their military 
preparedness as well as their economic 
and social resilience. NATO is experi-

encing a renaissance as part of these 
efforts – see the accession of Sweden 
and Finland – and the EU, too, seems to 
be adapting its political priorities to the 
new situation. These upheavals affect the 
planning bases of Swiss security and de-
fense policy in a variety of incisive ways. 
One important aspect is multilateral se-
curity and defense cooperation. On behalf 
of the Federal Department of Defense, 
Civil Protection and Sport (DDPS), CSS 
has prepared a briefing paper. It shows 
how Switzerland can position itself ac-
tively and expediently in this increasingly 
important area of intergovernmental 
cooperation. ■

CSS Political Consultancy  
Selected Studies

In its advisory role, the CSS supports various public  
sector actors working in the field of security policy.

Spiez CONVERGENCE
Report on the fth conference
1, 2 and 11 – 14 September 2022

RISK AND RESILIENCE REPORT

Zürich, March 2022
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich

A Comparative Assessment of  
Mobile Device-Based Multi-Hazard 
Warnings: Saving Lives through 
Public Alerts in Europe
Andrin Hauri, Kevin Kohler, Benjamin Scharte 

 

CYBERDEFENSE REPORT 
 

One, Two, or Two Hundred 
Internets? 
The Politics of Future Internet 
Architectures 

Kevin Kohler  
 
 
 

Zürich, August 2022 
Center for Security Studies (CSS), ETH Zürich 

Spiez Laboratory: The Swiss Federal  
Institute for NBC-Protection
in collaboration with the Center for  
Security Studies
Spiez CONVERGENCE Report on 
the Fifth Conference
Center for Security Studies (CSS), 2022

In 2022, the report on the fifth Spiez 
Convergence Conference, in which partic-
ipants discussed new developments in 
science and technology and their poten-
tial impact on chemical and biological 
weapons interdiction regulations, was 
published: Online version. ■

https://css.ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/gess/cis/center-for-securities-studies/pdfs/SpiezConvergenceReport-2022.pdf
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Selected Hearings, Workshops and Courses

Course for Higher Cadres of the Swiss  
Security Network (LG SVS II / 2022)
On August 31, 2022, Prof. Andreas Wenger gave the 
opening lecture followed by a discussion at the SSN 
senior management course in Bern on “Switzer-
land’s security policy in a historical perspective”. ■

Autumn seminar with the management of 
the Federal Office for Civil Protection FOCP
At the invitation of FOCP Director Dr. Michaela  
Schärer, CSS Director Prof. Andreas Wenger partici-
pated as an external expert in a high-level workshop 
on strategic issues with the FOCP Executive Board 
on October 20, 2022. ■4+4 Discussion on Drones 

On August 25, 2022, a 4+4 discussion on 
drones took place with representatives  
of the DDPS Defense Group, in which  
Prof. Andreas Wenger, Niklas Masuhr,  
Dr. Dominika Kunertova and Constant 
 Despont participated on behalf of the 
CSS. The CSS provided substantive  
inputs on military drones, operational 
empirics, technology, and Swiss options 
in the field of drones against the back-
drop of the Armed Forces’ priorities, 
among other topics. Future contributions 
of the CSS, as well as the cooperation 
with the Swiss Drone and Robotics 
Center (SDRZ VBS) in Thun were also 
discussed. ■

DDPS Workshop on “Information Warfare”
Lennart Maschmeyer gave a presentation on the 
topic of influence activities and disinformation as 
an external expert at a workshop organized by the 
DDPS with high-ranking representatives from the 
General Secretariat of the DDPS, the Defense Group, 
the Federal Armaments Agency armasuisse, the 
Federal Intelligence Service and the Federal Office 
for Civil Protection. ■

Contributions to SCHWEIZ 2035: Lage- und Umfeldanal-
yse at the request of the Federal Chancellery:
Two CSS contributions were presented as part of the book publica-
tion “Schweiz 2035: Think Tanks beantworten 20 Zukunftsfragen” on 
May 25, 2022:

1  Will Switzerland have to fend off a cyberattack from another 
country on its critical infrastructures by 2035? 
Digitization, networking and the increasing complexity of IT offer 
cyber attackers opportunities to sabotage functional processes 
of critical infrastructures and thus, if necessary, also to exert 
political pressure. Dr. Myriam Dunn Cavelty and CSS Director Prof. 
Andreas Wenger expect more cyberattacks on critical infrastruc-
ture by 2035. They write in their article that these are unlikely to 
be destructive attacks of a warlike nature, however, but rather 
espionage activities or small acts of sabotage.

2  Will Switzerland still be neutral in 2035? 
As international relations continue to develop, the question  
increasingly arises as to whether it will still be possible for  
Switzerland to remain neutral in the future. According to  
CSS Director Prof. Andreas Wenger and CSS Think Tank Head 
Dr. Oliver Thränert, it will still be so in 2035. They explain the  
various functions of neutrality and classify the role of the  
concept in the current and future context of globalization and 
great power rivalries. ■

Participants of the Cyber Ceasefires Workshop.

Cyber Ceasefires 
On October 10–11, 2022, mediation, 
ceasefire, and cyber experts met in 
Zurich to discuss how best to integrate 
offensive cyber capabilities into peace 
processes. It was the first meeting on 
this topic and was co-sponsored by the 
United Nations Mediation Support Unit 
and the CSS. The workshop further 
developed ideas first presented in the 
CSS publication “Cyber Ceasefires”. The 
findings will inform new UN guidelines 
next year. ■
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Islamic Scholars Shape  
the Behavior of Armed Groups 
A webinar on “The Role of Islamic Jurists 
in Shaping Armed Group Behavior” in the 
context of conflict, negotiation, and gov-
ernance activities was organized on Feb-
ruary 1, 2022, by Culture and Religion in 
Mediation (CARIM, a joint program of the 
CSS and the FDFA) in partnership with 
the Cordoba Peace Institute (CPI). Fifty 
experts, government representatives, 
and peace practitioners from the UN, EU, 
Switzerland, Africa, and MENA gathered 
to discuss the preliminary findings of a 
pilot study of cases from Mali, Syria, and 
Iraq conducted by the CPI with support 
from the Templeton Charity Foundation 
Switzerland and the FDFA. ■

CSS Think Tank Political Consultancy Selected Hearings, Workshops and Courses

Impressions from the workshop in Kenya for the  
presentation of the book “Mediation and Governance”.

Blending Homegrown Peacebuilding Solutions to Overcome 
Protracted Pastoral Conflicts in Africa: Experience-sharing 
workshop for the East and Southern Africa Region 

Workshop on Dialogue in Kenya
Dialogue and trust are key to sustainable peace. In 2022, the 
Culture and Religion in Mediation (CARIM) program, a joint pro-
gram of the CSS and the FDFA, held several meetings in Kenya 
with the Swiss Embassy and UNDP to discuss the importance 
of and support for inclusive, locally led, and community-driven 
dialogues. ■

Peace Mediation Course
From July 3–15, 2022, the annual Peace Mediation 
Course took place in Saanen, Switzerland. The 
course once again brought together top-notch 
trainers and 25 motivated practitioners to deepen 
their understanding of peace mediation and acquire 
the necessary skills and knowledge to effectively 
support mediation processes. The course is offered 
by the Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) 
and organized jointly with the Mediation Support 
Project (CSS and swisspeace, funded by the FDFA). ■

Link to the video of the workshop

This workshop with mediation and peace 
practitioners from Kenya, Zimbabwe, 
Somalia, and South Sudan took place in 
Nairobi, Kenya, November 22–24, 2022, 
and was co-organized by the Mediation 
Support Project (CSS and swisspeace, 
funded by the FDFA) with the Swiss 
Embassy in Kenya, Garissa University 
and the Frontier Counties Development 

Council. “Mediation and Governance in 
Fragile Contexts: Small Steps to Peace” 
was launched and brought together 
representatives of governments and civil 
society working at the global, regional, 
and local levels to develop and achieve 
Sustainable Development Goal 16 
(promote peace, inclusiveness and end 
violence). Participants reflected on and 
improved their mediation and peacebuild-
ing practices and explored how Dekha 
Ibrahim Abdi’s insights on mediation and 
peacebuilding can be applied to current 
challenges. ■

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dX-nQsDFhhQ&feature=youtu.be
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CSS Education

The CSS education courses are a central part of the 
study programs of the Department of Humanities, 
Social and Political Sciences (D-GESS) of ETH Zurich 
and the Center for Comparative and International 
Studies (CIS) of ETH Zurich and the University of 
Zurich.
Our courses cover all aspects of security policy 
within the framework of ETH teaching, from theory 

to concepts and history to specific topics. The teach-
ing ranges from introductory lectures with tutorials 
to research-oriented seminars.
Prof. Andreas Wenger is program director for the 
Master of Advanced Studies ETH Mediation in Peace 
Processes (MAS ETH MPP).

CSS Education: Education Programs  
and Continuing Education

BA ETH
MACIS
STP
CIS PhD

DAS MILWISS
CAS/DAS in Cybersecurity
MAS ETH MPP
NADEL

Opening perspectives, 
understanding contexts, 
recognizing connections

Science in Perspective

CSS Continuing Education

CSS Education Programs
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CSS Education Programs
BA ETH in Political Science
The six-semester bachelor’s degree program BA 
Governmental Sciences is aimed at prospective 
Swiss professional officers. It comprises a curricu-
lum of humanities, social and political science sub-
jects, which are supplemented with military science 
courses. The program is a collaboration between 
the Department of Humanities, Social and Political 
Sciences (D-GESS) at ETH Zurich and the Military 
Academy (MILAK) at ETH Zurich. The students are 
at the same time graduates of the Bachelor Course 
(BLG) at MILAK.

Master of Arts in Comparative and  
International Studies (MACIS)

MACIS is a four-semester research-oriented grad-
uate program of the Center for Comparative and 
International Studies (CIS). The MACIS curriculum 
combines comparative and international political 
science to teach students about the complex inter-
relationships between national, international, and 
transnational political processes. Special emphasis 
is placed on methods, theories, and research-orient-
ed work. In this respect, the MACIS also sees itself 
as preparation for the doctoral level. Of the national 
and international applicants, about 20 students can 
be accepted each year.

The following courses were offered by CSS in 2022:

Lectures:

 › Schweizer Aussen- und Sicherheitspolitik seit 1945  
(Spring Semester 2022)

 › Weltpolitik seit 1945: Geschichte der Internationalen Beziehungen  
(Fall Semester 2022)

 › Die Rolle von Technologie in nationaler und internationaler Sicher-
heitspolitik (Fall Semester 2022)

 › Einführung in die Cybersicherheitspolitik (Fall Semester 2022)

Seminars:

 › Seminar I: Zunehmende Grossmachtkonkurrenz: Neue Macht-
konstellationen und ihre Auswirkungen auf internationale und 
regionale Sicherheit (Spring Semester 2022)

 › Seminar II: Zunehmende Grossmachtkonkurrenz: Neue Macht-
konstellationen und ihre Auswirkungen auf internationale und 
regionale Sicherheit (Fall Semester 2022)

The following courses were offered  
by CSS in 2022:

Seminars:

 › Ending Violence (Spring Semester 2022)

 › Political Violence (Fall Semester 2022)

 › Introduction to Security Studies (Fall Semester 2022)
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Science in Perspective /  
Science in Context

With the course program Science in Perspective 
/ Wissenschaft im Kontext, the D-GESS enables 
students at ETH Zurich to gain new perspectives on 
the content of their core subjects. SiP thus enriches 
studies at ETH Zurich and contributes to the uni-
versity’s unique profile. Various CSS staff members 
teach in this course program. In the lectures, polit-
ical contexts are conveyed without which science 
and technology would be inconceivable. The aim 
is to empower students to recognize and critically 
question connections between scientific knowledge, 
technical innovations, cultural contexts, individuals, 
and societies. In this way, they expand their reflec-
tive competence and are prepared for societal and 
global developments of the future.

CIS Doctoral Program
The Center for Comparative and Interna-
tional Studies (CIS) offers different ways 
to complete a doctoral program. The 12 
ECTS doctorates of the Department of 
Humanities, Social and State Sciences 
(D-GESS) at ETH Zurich specialize in one 
of the five core research topics – De-
mocracy, Market and Politics, Political 
Violence, Sustainable Development, 
and Security. It is possible to pursue a 
subject-specific or cross-disciplinary 
doctorate. The subject-specific doctor-
ate is intended for candidates who have 
completed a master’s degree in a subject 
area of a D-GESS professorship.

The following courses were offered by CSS in 2022:

Lectures:

 › Schweizer Aussen- und Sicherheitspolitik seit 1945 
(Spring Semester 2022)

 › Weltpolitik seit 1945: Geschichte der Internationalen 
Beziehungen (Fall Semester 2022)

 › Einführung in die Cybersicherheitspolitik  
(Fall Semester 2022)

 › Die Rolle von Technologie in nationaler und internationa-
ler Sicherheitspolitik (Fall Semester 2022)

(e.g. law, history, philosophy, political 
science, sociology, economics). The Mas-
ter’s degree should have a similar focus 
as the doctorate. The cross-disciplinary 
D-GESS doctorate is recommended for 
candidates who have obtained a Master 
of Science (MSc) in natural or technical 
sciences from ETH Zurich or another uni-
versity. The D-GESS doctorate requires 
cooperation with another ETH depart-
ment – e.g. in the form of co-referees 
from the natural or technical sciences of 
ETH Zurich.
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Master of Advanced Studies  
ETH Mediation in Peace Processes 
(MAS ETH MPP)
The CSS supports the Master of Advanced Studies 
ETH Mediation in Peace Processes. This program 
provides participants with the necessary knowledge, 
skills, and techniques to mediate in violent political 
conflicts. The MAS ETH MPP is currently the only 
MAS program for mediation in peace processes. 

The MAS ETH MPP is based on a close partnership 
between ETH Zurich, the Swiss Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs (FDFA) and the foreign minis-
tries of Germany and Finland. The program is also 
supported by international organizations such as 
the UN, the EU and the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE). 

In 2022, a total of three modules were conducted. 
Module 2 “Mediation Methods – Negotiation/Media-
tion Theories and Skills” in March provided students 
with the core concepts and techniques of negotiation 
and mediation. In June, Module 3 “Mediation Content 
– Substance of Peace Processes and Peace Agree-
ments” highlighted five key issues such as security, 
justice, power sharing, economics and the environ-
ment from a peace mediation perspective. Module 
4, “Mediation Process Design – Models, Theory, and 
Practice”, in November addressed key elements of 
process design such as inclusion, negotiation venue, 
mediation style, and mandate. 

In addition, the MAS ETH MPP program continued its 
“Mediation Exchanges” series of events open exclu-
sively to the program’s community of practice (i.e., 
current and former students, strategic partners, 
and the CSS). The following events were offered 
virtually: 

 › 1/2022 “Environmental Cooperation to Promote 
Peace in the Middle East” with ECOPEACE, a 
trilateral Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli 
environmental peacebuilding organization. 

 › 2/2022 “The War in Ukraine: Geopolitics and 
Prospects for Peace” with mediation and dialogue 
expert (and MAS ETH MPP lecturer) Denis 
Matveev, Dr. Christina Horváth Stenner, Mediation 
Support Officer at the OSCE in Vienna and MAS 
ETH MPP graduate, and Benno Zogg, former 
Senior Researcher and Head of the Swiss and 
Euro-Atlantic Security Team at CSS. 

 › 3/2022 “The Conflict in Myanmar: Narratives, 
International Norms, and Prospects for Peace” 
with Emma Leslie, founder of the Centre for Peace 
and Conflict Studies in Cambodia.

Modules:

 › Module 2: Mediation Methods – Negotiation/Mediation 
Theories and Skills (March 7 – March 18, 2022)

 › Module 3: Mediation Content – Substance of Peace 
Processes and Peace Agreements (June 13 – July 1, 2022)

 › Module 4: Mediation Process Design – Models, Theory, 
and Practice (October 31 – November 18, 2022) 

MAS students performing an exercise 
during a program module
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In June 2022, the MAS ETH MPP program held its 
first Alumni Meeting as part of the Strategic Adviso-
ry Board and Policy Forum meeting on “Innovating 
Peace Mediation: New Approaches and Strategies”. 
The event featured working groups on four major 
macro trends in armed conflict (geopolitics, worl-
dviews, technology, and environment) and their 
implications for professionalizing peace mediation, 
and concluded with a high-level panel discussion. 
The alumni meeting brought together current MAS 
ETH MPP students and alumni from the two previous 
cycles to explore various case studies presented 
by participants, as well as mediation research and 
skills.

The main results of the 
Policy Forum discussions 
were summarized in a report: 
Online version. In each case, 
insights are provided on the 
general implications of the 
field for armed conflict and 
peace mediation and on possi-
ble innovations. A reading list 
and a list of innovations for 
peace mediation, as well as a brief description of the 
Policy Forum methodology and participants, are also 
included.

Panel MAS ETH MPP Policy Forum (Heidi Hostettler)

https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/special-interest/study-programme-websites/mas-mediation-dam/documents/MAS%20ETH%20MPP%20Policy%20Forum%20-%20Report.pdf
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DAS ETH in Military Science

CAS / DAS ETH in Cyber Security

This program takes a multidisciplinary approach 
that examines both technical and strategic policy 
aspects of information and cybersecurity. In addition 
to an introduction to the subject and a seminar on 
a current cybersecurity topic, lecturers from the 
Department D-GESS offer a course on political, 
strategic, governmental and military aspects of 
cybersecurity.

NADEL Center for Development  
and Cooperation

On March 15, 2023, 35 graduates of the bachelor’s 
degree program (BSG19) and the diploma program 
(DAS21) of the Military Academy were graduated at 
ETH. For the first time since 2020, the graduation 
ceremony could again take place in the usual setting 
at ETH. In the presence of numerous invited guests as 
well as family members and friends, the graduates 
were bid farewell in a festive setting and were able to 
receive their diplomas as federally certified professio-
nal officers at the Audi Max.

The CSS cooperates with the NADEL on two courses,  
both of which took place in 2022:

 › Mediation Process Design – Supporting Dialogue and 
Negotiation

 › Fragile Contexts – The Nexus between Humanitarian 
Aid, Peace and Development

CSS employees taught in three courses during the  
2022 Fall Semester:

 › Realities of Cyber Conflict (Max Smeets)

 › Perceptions of Cyber Conflict (Miguel Gomez)

 › Attribution (Max Smeets)

The two-semester continuing education 
program Diploma of Advanced Studies 
ETH in Military Science (DAS MILWISS) 
is aimed at prospective professional 
officers who already have a universi-
ty degree or equivalent qualification. 
Admitted are Swiss, but also representa-
tives of friendly foreign armies who were 
simultaneously accepted into the Diploma 
Course of the Military Academy (MILAK) 
at the ETH Zurich (DLG). 

The DAS MILWISS program is accredited 
at the ETH School for Continuing Educa-
tion and includes selected military sci-
ence subjects supplemented by security 
policy. It is run in collaboration between 
the Department of Humanities, Social and 
Political Sciences (D-GESS) at ETH Zurich 
and MILAK.

The NADEL Center for Development and Cooperation 
combines empirical social science research with 
an interdisciplinary teaching program and various 
transfer programs for practitioners, pursuing the 
goal of contributing to effective and sustainable 
development cooperation.
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Alumni 
Former employees of the CSS are 
organized in the Alumni Fach-
gruppe CSS of the ETH Alumni. 
In addition to a wide range of 
benefits, they also receive regular 
information from the ETH Alumni 
Association and, in particular, invi-
tations to selected CSS events. ■

About the Center for Security Studies (CSS)

The CSS is committed to researching Swiss and international security issues. Its 
activities are structured into the pillars of research, teaching, and think tank. The 
CSS was founded in 1986 by Prof. em. Dr. Kurt R. Spillmann and has  
developed into a national center of competence for security policy with an interna-
tional impact. Its work is independent, of practical relevance, and based  
on solid academic inquiry. The CSS combines research with policy consultancy 
to bridge the gap between academia and practice. It trains highly qualified young 
talents and serves as a point of contact and source of information for  
the interested public. 

Management, employees 
Since 2002, the CSS has been headed 
by Prof. Dr. Andreas Wenger. He is 
professor for Swiss and International 
Security Policy at ETH Zurich and 
program director of the MAS ETH 
Mediation in Peace Processes. The 
CSS employs a total of about 60 staff 
members. ■

National Task 
Since 2021, the CSS represents an open- 
ended national task transferred to the ETH 
Domain by the Federal Council. Already since 
2004, the CSS of ETH Zurich has maintained 
a strategic partnership with the Federal 
Department of Defense, Civil Protection and 
Sport (DDPS). This was followed in 2012 by a 
further partnership with the Federal Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs (FDFA). The advisory 
boards, made up of representatives of the re-
spective sponsoring bodies, support the CSS 
management in the strategic orientation of the 
center. The CSS is located in the Department 
of Humanities, Social and Political Sciences 
(D-GESS) at ETH Zurich. Together with the 
political science professorships of ETH Zurich 
and the University of Zurich, it has formed 
the Center for Comparative and International 
Studies (CIS) since 1997. ■

Partner network 
The CSS has a large network of  
national and international partners 
from academia, administration, policy, 
the media, and the private sector. ■

CSS Internship 
Each year, CSS offers six-week intern-
ships for four students from master’s 
or bachelor’s programs who are in 
their final year of study. ■ 
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