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ABST RACT 
 

The primary aim of this course is to enhance the cultural sensitivity of the participants by 
introducing them to the richly diverse cultural and religious landscape of the Indian sub- 
continent while at the same time pointing to similarities and commonalities with more 
familiar western settings. Steering clear of exoticism or rigid cultural relativism, the course 
is designed to make students reflect on the interrelations between religion and politics and 
the processes of homogenisation and exclusion that go in tandem with religious commu- 
nity building. It provides a history of the Sikh religion that emerged as a distinct religious 
tradition between the early 16th and late 19th century in the north Indian Punjab and is now 
widely accepted as a “world religion”. This exemplary case study is used to illustrate a 
broader phenomenon, namely the kind of transformations religious communities undergo 
when faced with the challenges of modernity. The first part of the course offers a glimpse 
of the theology and liturgy of Sikhism, and explains why this particular Indian faith that 
was long perceived as part of Hinduism. The following sessions put the historical develop- 
ment of a religiously distinct Sikh community under scrutiny — from the days of founder 
Guru Nanak in the 15th to the multifaceted effects of the global migration of Sikhs in the 20th 

century and the rise of Sikh separatist terrorism in the 1980 and 90s. 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS 
 

 Regular presence (minimum: 80%) and active participation in the discussions. 
 Regular reading of the mandatory texts (a course reader with selected texts will be 

provided online). 
 Presentation 0f 20-25 minutes on a selected topic, based on at least four of the 

readings listed below each topic 
 Link to online reader: http://gruppe.elba2.ch/11620/4kQqTzdd2q 

Contact to the teaching assistant: cornelia.rueegg@gmw.gess.ethz.ch 
 
 
 
 

S E SS I O N P L AN  
( ✪ =m an d at o r y  r ead i n g s  a v ai l ab l e  i n  t h e  o nl i ne  R ead e r ) 

 
 
 

Session 1 (20. 02. 2014)  a) Introduction to the course 
b) Glimpses on the lived practice of Sikhism 
o MCLEOD, W. H., Sikhism , Harmondsworth 1997, pp. 134-62. ✪ 

o SINGH, I. J., Sikhs and Sikhism. A view with a bias, New Delhi 
1994, pp. 56-75 und 88-95. 

 
Session 2 (06. 03. 2014)   a) Historicising the founding father: The Sant movement 

and Guru Nanak (1469-1539) 
o MCLEOD, W. H., Who is a Sikh? The Problem of Sikh Identity, 

Oxford 1989, pp. 7-22. 
o MCLEOD, W. H., Sikhism , Harmondsworth 1997, pp. 87-102. 

http://gruppe.elba2.ch/11620/4kQqTzdd2q
mailto:cornelia.rueegg@gmw.gess.ethz.ch


b) From spiritual to worldly power: Militarisation of the 
Sikhs from the 17th to early 19th century 
o ALAM, Muzaffar, ‘Politics under the later Mughals’, in: BANGA, 

Indu (ed.), Five Punjabi Centuries. Polity, Economy,  Society 
and Culture, New Delhi 1997, pp. 61-83. 

o BANGA, Indu, ‘Formation of the Sikh State (1765-1845)’, in: 
Idem (ed.), Five Punjabi Centuries, pp. 84-111. 

o DEOL, Jeevan, ‘18th Century Khalsa Identity: Discourse Praxis 
and Narrative’, in: Shackle, Chr. et al. (eds.), Sikh Religion, 
Culture and Ethnicity, Richmond 2001, pp. 25-46. ✪. 

o FENECH, Louis E., ‘Maharaja Ranjit Singh (1780-1839): A dia- 
mond in the rough’, in Brittlebank, K. (ed.), Tall Tales and 
True: India historiography and British imperial imaginings, 
Clayton 2008, pp. 55-69. 

o GREWAL, J. S., The Sikhs of the Punjab, Cambridge 1990, pp. 
62-120. 

 
 

 
Guru Nanak the putative founder of Sikhism and his nine successors (miniature painting, Punjab c. 1820). 

 
 
 

Session 3 (20. 03. 2014) a) External Pressures: Transformations under British 
colonial rule (1849-1920) 

o CATON, Brian, ‘Sikh Identity Formation and the British rural Ide- 
al’, in: Pashaura Singh/Barrier, N. G. (eds.), Sikh Identity. Conti- 
nuity and Change, New Delhi 1999, pp. 147-74. 

o KERR, Ian, ‘Sikhs  and State: Troublesome  Relationships and a 
Fundamental Continuity with Particular Reference to the Peri- 



od 1849-1919’, in: Pashaura Singh/Barrier, N. G. (eds.) Sikh Identi- 
ty. Continuity and Change, New Delhi 1999, pp. 147-74. 

o KHUSHWANT SINGH: A History of the Sikhs, Vol. 2., Princeton 1966, 
pp. 82-120. 

o METCALF, Thomas, ‘Sikh Recruitment for Colonial Military and 
Police Forces, 1874-1914’ in: Idem, Forging the Raj: Essays on Brit- 
ish India in the Heyday of Empire, New Delhi 2005, pp. 250-81. 

o Talbot, Ian,  ‘British  Rule  in the  Punjab: Characteristics  and 
Consequences , Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth History, 
19 (2), 1991, pp. 203-21. 

 
 

b)  Internal  reforms:  the  Singh  Sabha’s  ‘Purification’  of 
Sikhism (1875-1914) 

o BARRIER, N. G., ‘The Singh Sabhas and the Evolution of Modern 
Sikhism, 1875-1925’ in: Baird, R. D. (ed.), Religion in Modern India, 
New Delhi ²1994, pp. 189-220. 

o JONES, Kenneth W., ‘ “Ham Hindu Nahin”. Arya-Sikh Relations 
1877-1905'; in: JAS, XXXII (1973), p. 457-75. 

o MCLEOD, W. H., ‘The contribution of the Singh Sabha Movement 
to the Interpretation of Sikh History and Religion’, in: Idem, Ex- 
ploring Sikhism: Aspects of Sikh Identity, Culture, and Thought, 
Oxford 2000, pp. 91-102. 

o OBEROI, Harjot Singh, The Construction of Religious Boundaries. 
Culture, Identity and Diversity in the Sikh Tradition, Oxford 1994, 
pp. 305-77. ✪ 

 

 
Session 4 (03. 04. 2014) a) Sikh migration and the end of colonial loyalty (1913- 

1920) 
o FRASER, T. G., ‘The Sikh Problem in Canada and its Political Con- 

sequences, 1905-1921’, in: Journal of Imperial and Common- 
wealth History, 7 (1), 1978, pp. 35-55. 

o GOULD, Harold A., Sikhs, Swamis, Students and Spies: The India 
Lobby in the United States, New Delhi etc., 2006, pp. 98-132. 

o PURI, Harish K., ‘The Ghadar Movement: A new consciousness’, 
in: BANGA, I. (ed.): Five Punjabi Centuries. Polity, Economy, Society 
and Culture, New Delhi 1997, pp. 156-77. 

o RAMNATH, Maia, ‘Two Revolutions: The Ghadar Movement and 
India's Radical Diaspora, 1913-1918’, in: Radical History Review, 92 
(2) 2005, pp. 7-30. ✪ 

 
b) ‘The third Sikh war’: Militant Sikh politics (1920-1947) 

o FENECH, Louis E.: Martyrdom in the Sikh Tradition: playing the 
"Game of love", New Delhi 2000, pp. 226-86. ✪ 

o GREWAL, J. S., The Sikhs of the Punjab, Cambridge 1990, pp. 157- 
80. 

o MOHINDER SINGH, ‘Akalis and the Nationalist Politics’, in: Banga, 
Indu (ed.): Five Punjabi Centuries. Polity, Economy, Society and 
Culture, New Delhi 1997, pp. 220-41. 



o TAN Tai Yong, ‘Assuaging the Sikhs: Government Responses to 
the Akali Movement, 1920-1925', in: Modern Asian Studies, 29 
(3), 1995, pp. 655-703. 

 
 

Session 5 (17. 04. 2010) a) Linguistic nationalism & autonomy Politics in independ- 
ent India (1947-1966) 

o BAL, S. S., ‘Towards the Punjabi speaking State’, in: Grewal, J. S./ 
Banga, I. (eds.), History and Ideology. The Khalsa over 300 Years, 
Delhi 1999, pp. 200-10. 

o BRASS, Paul, Language, Religion and Politics in North India, Cam- 
bridge 1974, pp. 277-366. 

o NARANG, A. S. ‘Movement for a Punjabi speaking state’, in 
Banga, I. (ed.): Five Punjabi Centuries. Polity, Economy, Society 
and Culture, New Delhi 1997, pp. 243-66. 

o PETTIGREW, Joyce, ‘The Growth of Sikh Community Conscious- 
ness, 1947-66’; in: South Asia, (3) 1980, pp. 42-62. 

 
 

b) Fighting for Khalistan : Militant Sikh-separatism and 
civil war in the Punjab (1973-1992) 

o OBEROI, Harjot Singh, ‘Sikh Fundamentalism: Translating Histo- 
ry into Theory’; in: Marty, M./Appleby, R. S. (eds.), Fundamental- 
isms and the State, Chicago 1993, pp. 256-85. 

o PUREWAL, Shinder, Sikh Ethnonationalism and the Political Econ- 
omy of the Punjab, New Delhi 2000, pp. 119-63. ✪ 

o SHANI Giorgio: ‘The Construction of a Sikh National Identity’ in: 
South Asia Research, 20 (1), 2000, pp. 1-17. 

o STUKENBERG, Marla, Der Sikh Konflikt. Eine Fallstudie zur Politisie- 
rung ethnischer Identität, Stuttgart 1995, pp. 79-141. 

o VAN DYKE, Virginia, ‘The Khalistan Movement in Punjab, India, 
and the Post-Militancy Era: Structural Change and New Politi- 
cal Compulsions’, Asian Survey, 49 (6), 2009, pp. 975-97. 

 
 

Session 6 (15. 05. 2014) a) ‘Imagined Homelands’: The role of the global Sikh Dias- 
pora (1920-2000) 

o DUESENBERRY, Verne. A., ‘A “Sikh Diaspora”? - Contested Identities 
and Constructed Realities’, in: Idem, Sikhs at Large: Religion, Cul- 
ture and Politics in Global Perspective, New Delhi: Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 2008, pp. 92-117. 

o HELWEG, A. W., ‘Ethnic Dynamics within a Transnational 
Framework. The Case of the Sikh Diaspora’, in: Pashaura 
Singh/N. G. Barrier (eds.), Sikhism and History, New Delhi 2004, 
pp. 230-47. 

o MC LEOD, W. H., ‘The first  40 Years of Sikh Migration. Problems 
and some possible solutions’ in: Idem, Exploring Sikhism: As- 
pects of Sikh Identity, Culture, and Thought, Oxford 2000, pp. 
237-53. 

o TATLA, Darshan Singh, The Sikh Diaspora. The search for state- 
hood, London 1999, pp. 41-62. ✪ 



 
 

o ——, ‘Imagining Punjab: Narratives of Nationhood and Home- 
land among the Sikh Diaspora’, in: Shackle, Christopher u.a. 
(eds.): Sikh Religion, Culture and Ethnicity, Richmond 2003, pp. 
161-85. 

 
b) Caste and Gender in Sikhism 
o JAKOBSH, Doris R., “The Construction of Gender in History and 

Religion: The Sikh Case”, in Mandakranta Bose (ed), Faces of the 
Feminine in Ancient, Medieval and Modern India, New Delhi 
2000, pp. 270-86. ✪ 

o JODHKA, Surinder S., ‘Sikhism and the Caste Question: Dalits and 
their politics in contemporary Punjab’, in: Contributions to Indi- 
an Sociology, 38 (1&2), 2004, pp. 166-92. 

o MCLEOD, W. H., ‘Sikhs and Caste’, in Ballantyne, Tony (ed.), Tex- 
tures of the Sikh Past: New Historical Perspectives, New Delhi 
2007, pp. 83-104. 

o MCLEOD, H.: Sikhism, London 1997, pp. 234-50. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
‚Counterflows of empire‘: Sikhs in Britain (1962 and 2004) 
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