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Abstract Zurich holds huge scientific collections. They contain objects from around the world, some 

of them dating back to the 18th century. In this interdisciplinary seminar, students will visit and 

explore the histories of these collections, and present some of their findings on film. 

 

Objectives Firstly, students will become familiarized with how historical collections in Zurich yield 

surprising new insights into the Global History of Science, Zurich, and Switzerland. Secondly, students 

will learn how old collections can produce new insights for current scientists working, e.g., on 

questions of ecology. Thirdly, the seminar will explore new ways of presenting historical narratives, 

namely on film. To this end, students will be supported by ETH communication experts in producing a 

short film on the Global histories of the Zurich collections.  

 

Requirements Students are expected to engage with historiographical readings and historical source 

materials, participate in discussions with curators, and produce a film-script by the end of the term. 

 

Readings can be downloaded here: https://polybox.ethz.ch/index.php/s/GPHNy2UrIsNG1Ib 

Contact regarding readings: martina.andermatt@gmw.gess.ethz.ch  

 

  

20.9.17 Introduction 

Global Histories of Science - The Zurich Collections 

 

27.9.17 Introduction into Video Production  

Reading 

Farber, Paul Lawrence. Finding Order in Nature : The Naturalist Tradition from 

Linnaeus to E.O. Wilson. Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science. 

Baltimore, Md: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000, Chapter 1 and 2 

 

4.10.17 Visiting the Botanical Collection  

With Dr. Reto Nyffeler & Dr. Alessia Guggisberg 
Zollikerstrasse 107,  8008 Zürich 
http://www.bg.uzh.ch/en/besucherinformation.html  

Reading 

mailto:martina.andermatt@gmw.gess.ethz.ch
http://www.bg.uzh.ch/en/besucherinformation.html


Farber, Paul Lawrence. Finding Order in Nature : The Naturalist Tradition from 

Linnaeus to E.O. Wilson. Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science. 

Baltimore, Md: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000, Chapter 3 and 4. 

 

11.10.17 Readings (Self-Study & Assignment) 

Farber, Paul Lawrence. Finding Order in Nature : The Naturalist Tradition from 

Linnaeus to E.O. Wilson. Johns Hopkins Introductory Studies in the History of Science. 

Baltimore, Md: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2000, Chapter 5 and 7. 

Delbourgo, James. „Sir Hans Sloane’s Milk Chocolate and the Whole History of the 

Cacao“. Social Text 29: 71–101, 2011.  

Haraway, Donna. „Teddy Bear Patriarchy: Taxidermy in the Garden of Eden, New York 

City, 1908-1936“. Social Text 11: 20–64, 1984. 

Boscani Leoni, Simona. „Men of Exchange: Creation and Circulation of Knowledge in 

the Swiss Republics of the Eighteenth Century“. In Scholars in Action. The Practice of 

Knowledge and the Figure of the Savant in the 18th century, Eds. André Holenstein, 

Hubert Steinke & Martin Stuber, 507–33. Leiden: Brill, 2013. 

 

18.10.17 Major Themes in Collection History 

Discussing your assignments 

 

25.10.17 Readings on the History of Geology 

Greene, Mott T. „Geology“. In The Modern Biological and Earth Sciences, 6: 167–84. 

The Cambridge History of Science. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009. 

Optional:  

Westermann, Andrea. „Inherited Territories: The Glarus Alps, Knowledge Validation, 

and the Genealogical Organization of Nineteenth-Century Swiss Alpine Geognosy“. 

Science in Context 22: 439–61, 2009.  

 

01.11.17 Visiting the Geological Collections 

With Dr. Andreas Müller  

Entrance Clausiusstrasse 
Building NO 



Clausiusstrasse 26 
ETH Zentrum 
 
You can wait inside the building and have a look at the geological models by Heim. 

 

8.11.17 Visiting the Entomological Collection ETH 

 
Main entrance 
Building WEV 
Weinbergstrasse 56/58 
ETH Zentrum 

 

15.11.17 Entomology Readings 

Harries, Patrick: Butterflies and Barbarians: Swiss Missionaries in South-East Africa. 

Oxford: James Currey, 2007, p. 123-54. 

Watanabe, Myrna E. ‘International treaty poses challenges for biological collections’. 

BioScience XX:1-8. 2015. 

 

22.11.17 How to find a topic for your screencast or film 

 

29.11.17 Self-Study 

Work on your case studies 

 

6.12.17 Self-Study 

 

13.12.17 Self-Study 

 

20.12.17 Presentations, Final Discussions 
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