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ABSTRACT 

Each session of this series of lectures focuses on a particular commodity and explores 
how its production, trade and consumption was enmeshed in important political, social 
and cultural developments. Taken together, the case studies (ranging from agricultural 
crops, via chemically produced drugs to mechanical marvels of the early 20th century, 
such as the gramophone) provide a picture of major global transformations in the past 
300 years. On one level, the course thus aims to familiarise students with a currently 
much debated approach to the writing of global history, namely the history of commod-
ities. Each case study is used to deepen the participants' understanding of complex his-
torical developments by telling seemingly simple stories in a global frame. Thus, for in-
stance, the session on sugar explores plantation economies in the Caribbean and the 
transatlantic slave trade as well as shifting patterns of diet and consumption in Europe. 
The session on rubber focuses on botanical expeditions in Latin America, the deployment 
of Chinese coolies on Malaysian Rubber farms and the rise of the automobile mass pro-
duction in the USA. By linking the familiar to the unfamiliar and 'exotic', the intercultural 
sensitivity of the students will be enhanced. On a second level, the analysis and under-
standing of these complex interconnections, it is hoped, will help students to get a more 
nuanced understanding of the complex historical processes that are currently referred 
to as 'globalization' and overcome the Eurocentric perspective that still structures many 
scholarly and media writings on this topic. 
 
 

 

REQUIREMENTS  
 Regular presence (minimum:  80% recommended) 
 Regular reading of the mandatory texts (a course reader with selected texts will be 

provided via Polybox); a 1,500 word summary of one of the texts marked with   ۞ 

has to be submitted to my teaching assistant Martina Andermatt  by May 2nd 2018. 
 Passing of final exam (28 May)  >50% 

 Link to online reader:  
https://www.polybox.ethz.ch/index.php/s/HxLcwTtgCP428Ag 
PW: Commodities_FS18 
 

Contact to the teaching assistant: martina.andermatt@gmw.gess.ethz.ch 
  

 
SESSION PLAN 

o  = m a nd a t o r y  r e a d i ng s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  P o l y b o x  r e a d e r )  

 

Session 1 (19. 02. 2018) a) Global history of commodities: a new historiograph-
ical paradigm 

  b) Introduction to the course 

o APPADURAI, A. ‘Introduction’ (ED.)., The Social Life of Things, 
Cambridge 1997, pp. 3-62. ۞ 

o GREWE, Bernd-Stefan, ‘Wie verortet man eine globale Ver-
flechtungsgeschichte? Global Commodity Chains und die 
Verkettung lokaler Kontexte’, in: Boris Barth, B., Gänger, S. 
and Petersson, N.P. (eds), Globalgeschichten: Bestandsauf-
nahme und Perspektiven, Frankfurt and New York 2014, pp. 
41-74. ۞ 

https://www.polybox.ethz.ch/index.php/s/HxLcwTtgCP428Ag
mailto:martina.andermatt@gmw.gess.ethz.ch


F U E L I N G  M O D E R N I T Y  
 

Session 2 (26. 02. 2018)  COAL: the black gold of industrialization  

o OSTERHAMMEL, Jürgen, The Transformation of the World: A 
Global History of the Nineteeth Century, Princeton 2014, pp. 637-
672. ۞ 

 
 

I M B I B I N G  M O D E R N I T Y  

 
     Session 3 (05. 03. 2018) SUGAR: the bittersweet Taste of Modernity  

o  HIGMAN, B.W., ‘The Sugar Revolution’, The Economic History Re-
view, 53 (2), 2000, pp. 213-236. ۞ 

 

Session 4 (12. 03. 2018)  TEA: a Thirst for Empire  

o CLARENCE-SMITH, William, G., ‘The global consumption of hot bev-
erages, c. 1500 to c. 1900’, in: Nützenadel, A. and Trentmann, F. 
(eds), Food and Globalization: Consumption, markets and politics 
in the modern world, Oxford 2008, pp. 37-55 

 

 

C L O T H I N G  M O D E R N I T Y  
 

Session 5 (19. 03. 2018) COTTON: the Fibre of Fortune 

o RIELLO, Giorgio, ‘Cotton: The Making of a Modern Commodity’, 
East Asian Journal of British History, 5 (1), 2016, pp. 135-149. ۞ 
 

  

Session  6 (26. 03. 2018)  RUBBER: the Devil’s Milk   

o TUCKER, R., ‘Rubber’, in: McNeill, & J.R. Pomeranz, K. (eds), The 
Cambridge World History, Vol. VII. Pt. 2, Cambridge 2015, pp. 423-
443.  
 

 

 

I N T O X I C A T I N G  M O D E R N I T Y  
 

Session  7 (09. 04. 2018)  OPIUM:  the Oriental Scourge? 

o MCALLISTER, WILLIAM B., ‘Drugs in the modern Era’, in: McNeill, & 
J.R. Pomeranz, K. (eds), The Cambridge World History, Vol. VII. Pt. 
2, Cambridge 2015, pp. 444-466. 

 

 

Session  8 (23. 04. 2018)  COCAINE:   Medical Marvel or Modern Menace?  



o GOOTENBERG, P., ‘Cocaine in Chains: The Rise and Demise of a 
Global Commodity, 1860–1950’, in: TOPIK, S., MARICHAL, C., and 
FRANK, Z. L. (eds), From Silver to Cocaine: Latin American Commod-
ity Chains and the Building of the World Economy, 1500–2000 
Durham-London, 2006, pp. 321-351.  ۞ 

 

 

E N T E R T A I N I N G  M O D E R N I T Y  
 

Session  9 (30. 04. 2018)  The GRAMOPHONE: the h a r d w a r e  of global mass en-
tertainment  

o LUBINSKI, C., ‘Traveling Entrepreneurs, Traveling Sounds: The 
Early Gramophone Business in India and China’ Itinerario, 41 (2), 
2017, pp. 275–303. 

 

 

Session  10 (07. 05. 2018)  JAZZ: the s o f t w a r e  of global mass entertainment 

o MULLER, C., ‘South Africa and American Jazz: Towards A Poly-
phonic Historiography’, in: History Compass, 5 (4), 2007, pp. 
1062–1077. 

 

 

Session  11 (14. 05. 2018)  The MODERN GIRL: the c o n s u m e r  of global mass en-
tertainment 

o BARLOW, Tani E. (et al.), ‘The Modern Girl around the World: A 
Research Agenda and Preliminary Findings’, Gender & History, 
17 (2), 2005, pp. 245-294. ۞ 

 

 

Session  12 (28. 05. 2018)   FINAL EXAM 

 

 

            The pleasures of conspicuous consumption:  a gramophone beach party in California (1940s) 



SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER READING 
 

  

SESSION 1    Global history of commodities 

BERG, Maxine, ‘In pursuit of luxury: global history and British consumer 
goods in the eighteenth century’, Past & Present, 182 (1), 2004, pp. 85-
142. 

CHAUDHURI, Supriya et al (eds), Commodities and Culture in the Colonial 
World, London 2017.  

CLUNAS, Craig, ‘Modernity Global and Local: Consumption and the Rise of 
the West’, American Historical Review, 105 (1), 1999, pp. 1497-1511.  

CURRY-MACHADO, Jonathan, Global Histories, Imperial Commodities, Local In-
teractions, Houndmills and New York 2013. 

 
GERRITSEN, Anne and RIELLO, Giorgio, The Global Life of Things: The material 

Culture of Connections in the Early Modern World, London and New 
York 2016. 

HAZAREESINGH Sandip and Jonathan CURRY-MACHADO, ‘Editorial – Commodi-
ties, empires, and global history’, Journal of Global History, 4 (1), 
2009, pp. 1-5.  

POMERANZ, Kenneth and TOPIK, Steven, The World That Trade Created: Soci-
ety, Culture, and the World Economy, 1400 to the Present, 3Armonk, 
NY 2013. 

RIELLO, Giorgio, 'Things that Shape History: Material Culture and Historical 
Narratives', in Karen Harvey (ed.), History and Material Culture, 
2009, pp. 24-47. 

TOPIK, S., MARICHAL, C., and FRANK, Z. L., ‘Introduction: Commodity Chains in 
Theory and in Latin American History’, in: Idem (eds), From Silver to 
Cocaine: Latin American Commodity Chains and the Building of the 
World Economy, 1500–2000 Durham-London, 2006, pp. 1-24.  

 
TRENTMANN, Frank, ‘Materiality in the Future of History: Things, Practices, 

and Politics’, Journal of British Studies, 48 (2), 2009, pp. 283-307. 
 

 SESSION 2    Coal  

BALDERSTON, Theo, ‘The economics of abundance: coal and cotton in Lanca-
shire and the world’, The Economic History Review, 63 (3), 2010, pp. 
569-590. 

BARAK, On, ‘Outsourcing: Energy and empire in the age of coal, 1820-1911’, 
International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 47 (3), pp. 425-445.  

FREESE, Barbara, Coal: A Human History, London 2006.  

GRAY, Steven, Steam Power and Sea Power: Coal, the Royal Navy, and the 
British Empire, c. 1870-1914, Houndmills and New York, 2017. 

http://www.routledge.com/books/History-and-Material-Culture-isbn9780415459327


KAUR, Amarjit, ‘Hewers and Haulers: A History of Coal Miners and Coal 
Mining in Malaya’, Modern Asian Studies, 24 (1), 1990, pp. 75-113.  

MITCHELL, Timothy, ‘Carbon Democracy’, Economy and Society, 38 (3), 2009, 
pp. 399-432. 

POMERANZ, Kenneth, The Great Divergence China, Europe, and the Making of 
the Modern World Economy, Princeton 2001.  

SHULMAN, Peter A, Coal and Empire: The Birth of Energy Security in Industrial 
America, Baltimore and London, 2015.  

THOMPSON, Roger, ‘ “If Shanxi’s Coal is lost then Shanxi is lost!” Shanxi’s 
Coal  and an emerging National Movement in Provincial China, 
1898-1908, Modern Asian Studies, 45 (5), 2011, pp. 1261-1281. 

VRIES, P. H.H., ‘Are Coal and Colonies Really Crucial? Kenneth Pomeranz and 
the Great Divergence’, Journal of World History, 12 (2), 2001, pp. 407-
446. 

WU, Shellen Xiao, Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the Modern 
World Order, 1860-1920, Stanford 2015. 

 
SESSION 3    Sugar  

ABBOTT, Elizabeth, Sugar: A bittersweet History, London and New York, 
2009.   

BOSMA, Ulbe, The Sugar Plantation in India and Indonesia: Industrial Produc-
tion, 1770–2010, Cambridge 2013. 

—— et al. (eds), Sugarlandia Revisited. Sugar and Colonialism in Asia and 
the Americas, 1800-1940, Leiden 2007. 

ENGINEER, Urmi, ‘Sugar revisited: Sweetness and the Environment in the 
Early Modern World’, in: GERRITSEN, Anne and RIELLO, Giorgio, The 
Global Life of Things: The material Culture of Connections in the 
Early Modern World, London and New York 2016, pp. 198-220. 

GALLOWAY, J.H., ‘Sugar’, in: Kiple, K.F. and Cornelas, K.C. (eds), The Cambridge 
World History of Food, Vo. II., pp. 437-448. 

MINTZ, Sidney, Sweetness and Power: The Place of Sugar in Modern History, 
New York, NY 1985. 

MOORE, Jason W., ‘Sugar and the Expansion of the Early Modern World-
Economy: Commodity Frontiers, Ecological Transformation, and In-
dustrialization’, Review of the Fernand Braudel Center, 23 (3), 2000, 
pp. 409-433. 

ORTEGA, J.G., ‘Machines, modernity, and sugar: the Greater Caribbean in a 
global context, 1812–50’, Journal of Global History, 9 (1), 2014, pp. 1-
25 

RÖNNBÄCK, Klas, ‘Consumers and Slavery: Diversified Markets for Plantation 
Produce and the Survival of Slavery in the Nineteenth Century’, Re-
view: A Journal of the Fernand Braudel Center, 33 (1), 2010, pp. 69-88. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/F66901DCAAE139C762313AB4435C181E
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/F66901DCAAE139C762313AB4435C181E


TOMICH, Dale, ‘Small Islands and Huge Comparisons: Caribbean Planta-
tions, Historical Unevenness, and Capitalist Modernity’, Social Sci-
ence History, 18 (3), 1994, pp. 339-358. 

WENDT, Reinhard, ‘Zucker ― zentrales Leitprodukt der Europäischen Ex-
pansion’, Zeitschrift Für Agrargeschichte und Agrarsoziologie, 61 (2), 
2013, pp. 43-58. 

WOLOSON, Wendy A., Refined Tastes: Sugar, Confectionery, and Consumers in 
Nineteenth-Century America, Baltimore and London 2002.  

 

 

 

 
 
 

SESSION 4    Tea  

BAYER, Kristin, ‘Contagious Consumption: Commodity Debates over the 18th 
and 19th Century China Trade’, International Journal of Asia-Pacific 
Studies, 8 (2), 2012, pp. 73-94. 

BEHAL, Rana P., One Hundred Years of Servitude: Political Economy of Tea 
Plantations in Colonial Assam, New York 2014. 

ELLIS, Markman, COULTON, Richard and MAUGE, Matthew, Empire of Tea: The 
Asian Leaf that conquered the World, London 2015.   

GRIFFITHS, John C., Tea: A History of the Drink that changed the World, Lon-
don and New York, 2011. 

GUOTOU, Zhuang, ‘Tea, Silver, Opium and War: From Commercial Expan-
sion to Military Invasion’, Itinerario, 17 (2), 1993, pp. 10-36. 

LAWSON, Philip. ‘Tea, Vice and the English State, 1660-1784’, in: Idem (ed.), A 
Taste for Empire and Glory: Studies in British overseas Expansion, 
1660-1800, Aldershot, VT, 1997. 

            Colonial proto-industrialisation:  a sugar refinery in Trinidad  c. 1820 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/485118C39E10C5730EE44147C8C24755
https://www.cambridge.org/core/product/485118C39E10C5730EE44147C8C24755


LIU, Andrew B., ‘The Birth of a Noble Tea Country: on the Geography of Co-
lonial Capital and the Origins of Indian Tea’, Journal of Historical So-
ciology, 23 (1), 2010, pp. 73-100. 

MILLER, Ian. 2013. ‘'A Dangerous Revolutionary Force Amongst us': Concep-
tualizing Working-Class Tea Drinking in the British Isles, c. 1860-
1900’, Cultural & Social History, 10 (3): 419-438. 

PALMER, Robin, ‘The Nyasaland Tea Industry in the Era of International Tea 
Restrictions, 1933-1950’, Journal of African History, 26 (2), 1985, pp. 
215-239. 

RAPPAPORT, ERIKA, A Thirst for Empire How Tea Shaped the Modern World, 
Princeton 2017. 

SHARMA, Jaeeta, ‘'Lazy' Natives, Coolie Labour, and the. Assam Tea Industry’, 
Modern Asian Studies, 43 (6), 2009, pp. 1287-1324. 

——, ‘British Science, Chinese Skill and Assam Tea’, in: Indian Economic and 
Social History Review, 43 (4) 2006, pp. 429-455.   

WENZLHUEMER, Roland, From Coffee to Tea Cultivation in Ceylon, 1880-1900: 
An Economic and Social History, Leiden 2008.   

 
 

  SESSION 5    Cotton  

BAILEY, RONALD, ‘The other side of slavery: Black labor, cotton and textile in-
dustrialization in Great Britain and the United States, Agricultural 
History, 68 (2), 1994, pp. 35-50. 

BECKERT,   Sven, Empire of Cotton: A Global History, New York, 2014. 

——, ‘Emancipation and Empire: Reconstructing the Worldwide Web of 
Cotton Production in the Age of the American Civil War’, in:  Ameri-
can Historical Review, 109 (2004), pp. 1405-38. 

——, ‘From Tuskegee to Togo: The Problem of Freedom in the Empire of 
Cotton’, Journal of American History, 92 (2), 2005, pp. 498-526. 

DEJUNG, Christof, ‘The Boundaries of Western Power. The Colonial Cotton 
Economy in India and the Problem of Quality’, in: Idem and N. Pe-
tersson (eds), Foundations of World-Wide Economic Integration. 
Power, Institutions and Global Markets, 1850-1930, Cambridge and 
New York 2013, pp. 133-157. 

MENON, Meena, A Frayed History: The Journey of Cotton in India, New Delhi 
2018. 

OLMSTEAD, Allan L. ‘Antebellum US Cotton Production and Slavery in the In-
dian Mirror’, Agricultural History, 91 (1), 2017, pp. 5-38.  

PANZA, Laura, ‘De-industrialization and re-industrialization in the Middle 
East: Reflections on the cotton industry in Egypt and in the Izmir re-
gion’, Economic History Review, 63 (1), 2014, pp. 146-169. 

RIELLO, Giorgio, Cotton: The Fabric that made the Modern World, Cambridge 
2013. 



SAXONHOUSE, Gary R. and WRIGHT, Gavin, National Leadership and Compet-
ing Technological Paradigms: The Globalization of Cotton Spinning, 
1878-1933’, Journal of Economic History, 70 (3), 2010, pp. 535-566. 

ZIMMERMANN, Andrew, “Cotton Booms, Cotton Busts, and the Civil War in 
West Africa,” Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, 10 (2011), 
pp. 454-463. 

——, ‘A German Alabama in Africa: The Tuskegee Expedition to German 
Togo and the Transnational Origins of West African Cotton Grow-
ers’, American Historical Review, 110 (5) 2005, pp. 1362-1398.   

VRIES, Peer, ‘Cotton, Capitalism, and Coercion: Some Comments on Sven 
Beckert's Empire of Cotton’, Journal of World History, 28 (1), 2017, pp. 
131-140. 

 

 

 

  SESSION 6    Rubber  

ASE, Michitake, Rubber and the Making of Vietnam: An Ecological History, 
1897-1975, New York 2018.  

CLARENCE-SMITH, William G., 'Rubber cultivation in Indonesia and the Congo 
from the 1910s to the 1950s: divergent paths.' In: Frankema, Ewout 
and Buelens, Frans, (eds.), Colonial exploitation and economic devel-
opment: the Belgian Congo and the Netherlands Indies compared, 
London 2013, pp. 193-210. 

——, ‘The Portuguese Empire and the “battle for rubber” in the Second 
World War’, Portuguese Studies Review, 19 (1-2), 2011, pp. 177-196.   

FINLAY, Mark J., Growing American Rubber: Strategic Plants and Politics of 
National Security, New Brunswick 2009.  

            Booming periphery:  British and Indian Cotton traders in Bombay (1869) 

https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/18226
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/18226
https://eprints.soas.ac.uk/18226


GAMSON, Joshua ‘Rubber Wars: Struggles over the Condom in the United 
States’, Journal of the History of Sexuality, 1 (2), 1990, pp 262-282.   

HARP,   Steven L., A World History of Rubber: Empire, Industry, and the Every-
day, Malden-Oxford-Chichester, 2016. 

HEIM, Susanne, ‘Pflanzentransfer unter Gewaltbedingungen — Eine kurze 
Geschichte des Kautschuks’, Zeitschrift für Agrargeschichte und Ag-
rarsoziologie, 61 (2), 2013, pp. 59-74. 

JACKSON, Joe, The Thief at the End of the World: Rubber, Power and the Seeds 
of Empire, London 2008.  

MITMAN Gregg and ERICKSON, Paul, ‘Latex and Blood: Science, Markets, and 
American Empire’, Radical History Review 107 (2010), pp. 45-73. 

TUCKER, Richard P., Insatiable Appetite: The United States and the Ecological 
Degradation of the Tropical World, Berkeley 2000, pp. 226-282.  

TULLY,   John, The Devil’s Milk: A social History of Rubber, New York 2011. 

VOS, Jelmer, ‘Of Stocks and Barter: John Holt and the Kongo Rubber Trade, 
1906–1910’, in: Curry-Machado, J., Global Histories, Imperial Com-
modities, Local Interactions, Houndmills and New York 2013, pp. 77-
99.  

YACOB, Shakila, ‘Model of Welfare Capitalism? ― The United States Rubber 
Company in Southeast Asia’, Enterprise and Society, 8 (1), 2007, pp. 
136-174.  

 

  SESSION 7    Opium 

AHMAD, Diana L., The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws, Reno-Las 
Vegas 2007. 

AURIN, Marcus, ‘Chasing the Dragon: The Cultural Metamophosis of Opium 
in the United States, 1825-1935’, in: Medical Anthropology Quarterly, 
14 (3), 2000, pp. 414-441.  

BERRIDGE, Virginia, Opium and the People: Opiate Use and Drug Control Policy 
in Nineteenth and Early Twentieth Century England (rev. ed.), New-
York-London 1999. 

BEWLEY-TAYLOR, David R., The United States and International Drug Control, 
1909-1997, London New York 1999, pp. 16-53.   

BOOTH, MARTIN, Opium, A History, London 1996. 

BROOK, T. / WAKABAYSHI, B.T. (ed.), Opium Regimes, China, Britain and Japan, 
1839-1952, Berkeley-Los Angeles-London, 2000. 

DIKÖTTER, F./LAAMANN, L./XUN, Z., Narcotic Culture. A History of Drugs in China, 
London 2004. 

KINGSBERG, Miriam, Moral Nation: Modern Japan and Narcotics in Global His-
tory, Berkeley etc. 2014.  

MILLS, James and BARTON, Patricia, T., ‘Introduction’, in: idem (eds) Drugs and 
Empires. Essays in Modern Imperialism and Intoxication, Houndmills-
New York, 2007 



PADWA, Howard, The Culture and Politics of Opiate Control in Britain and 
France, 1821-1926, Baltimore 2012. 

RICHARDS, John F., ‘Opium and the British Empire: The Royal Commission of 
1895’, in: Modern Asian Studies, 36 (2), 2002, pp. 375-420. 

——,‘The Opium Industry in British India’, in:  Indian Economic and Social 
History Review, 39 (2-3), 2002, pp.  149-180.  

TROCKI, C.A., Opium Empire and Political Economy: A Study of the Asian Opium 
Trade, 1750-1950, London-New York, 1999, pp. 33-87. 

YANGWEN, Zheng, The Social Life of Opium in China, Cambridge 2005. 

 

 

 

SESSION 8    Cocaine 

COURTWRIGHT, David T., ‘The Rise and Fall and Rise of Cocaine in the United States’, 
in: J. Goodman et al. (eds), Consuming Habits. Global and Historical perspec-
tives on How Cultures define Drugs, Histories, London - New York 22007, pp. 
215-237. 

GOOTENBERG, Paul:  ‘A Forgotten Case of „Scientific Excellence on the Periphery”: 
The Nationalist Cocaine Science of Alfredo Bignon, 1884-1887’, in: Compar-
ative Studies in Society & History, 49 (1), 2007, pp. 202-232.  

——, ‘Talking about the Flow: Drugs, Borders, and the Discourse of Drug Control’, 
Cultural Critique 71 (2009), pp. 13-46. 

FRIMANN, Richard H., ‘Germany and the transformations of Cocaine’, in: Gooten-
berg, P., (ed.), Cocaine: Global Histories, New York-London 1999, pp. 83-104. 

            The ‘Oriental scourge’ as a tourist spectacle:  a postcard from French Indochina (c. 1910) 



KARCH, Steven B., A History of Cocaine: The Mystery of Coca Java and the Kew Plant, 
London 2003. 

——, ‘Japan and the Cocaine Industry in Southeast Asia’, in:  Gootenberg P., (ed.), 
Cocaine: Global Histories, New York-London 1999, pp. 146-161.  

KOZMA, Lia, ‘White Drugs in Interwar Egypt: Decadent Pleasures, Emaciated Fella-
hin and the Campaign against drugs’, Comparative Studies of South Asia, 
Africa and the Middle East, 33 (1), 2013, pp. 89-101.  

MILLS, James H., ‘Cocaine and the British Empire: The Drug and the Diplomats at 
the Hague Opium Conference, 1911–12’, The Journal of Imperial and Com-
monwealth History, 4 (3), 2014, pp. 400-419. 

 ——, ‘Drugs, Consumption, and Supply in Asia: The Case of Cocaine in Colonial 
India, c. 1900-c. 1930’, in: Journal of Asian Studies, 66 (2), 2007, pp. 345-362.   

SPILLANE, Joseph, Cocaine: From Medical Marvel to Modern Menace in the United 
States, Baltimore-London 2000, pp. 67-104. 

 

 
SESSION 9    Gramophone 

BENG, ‘Negotiating ‘His Master’s Voice’: Gramophone Music and Cosmo-
politan Modernity in British Malaya in the 1930s and Early 1940s’, 
Journal of the Humanities and Social Sciences of South-East Asia, 169 
(4), pp. 457-494.  

FARRELL, Gary, ‘The Early Days of the Gramophone Industry in India: Histori-
cal, Social and Musical Perspectives’, British Journal of Ethnomusi-
cology 2 (1993), pp. 31-53. 

GRONO, Pekka, SAUNIO, Ilpo, An International History of the Recording Indus-
try, London-New York 1998.  

HUGHES, Stephen P. ‘The 'Music Boom' in Tamil South India: gramophone, 
radio and the making of mass culture’, Historical Journal of Film, Ra-
dio & Television, 22 (4), 2002, pp. 445-473. 

——,‘Music in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction: Drama, Gramophone, 
and the Beginnings of Tamil Cinema’, Journal of Asian Studies, 66 
(1), 2007, pp. 3-34. 

——,'Play it Again Saraswathi: Gramophone, Religion and Devotional Mu-
sic in Colonial South India', in: Booth, Gregory D. and Shope, Brad-
ley, (eds.), More Than Bollywood: Studies in Indian Popular Music, 
New York 2014, pp. 114-141. 

JONES, Andrew F., Yellow Music: Media Culture and Colonial Modernity in 
the Chinese Jazz Age, Durham-London 2001.   

JONES, Geoffrey, ‘The Gramophone Company: An Anglo-American Multina-
tional, 1898-1931’, Journal of Business History, 59 (1), 1985, pp. 76-100. 

LUBINSKI, Christina, ‘Die nationalistische Note. Westliche Grammophone 
und indischer Nationalismus vor dem Ersten Weltkrieg." Historische 
Anthropologie, 24 (1), 2016, pp.27-49.  



MILLER, Karl Hagstrom, ‘Talking Machine World: Selling the Local in the 
Global Music Industry, 1900-1920’, in: A. G. Hopkins (ed.), The Uni-
versal and the Local in Global History, London 2006, pp. 160-190. 

MCNEIL, Adrian, ‘Making Modernity Audible: Sarodiyas and the Early Re-
cording Industry’, South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies, 27 (3), 
2004, pp. 315-337. 

VAN DER MERWE, Schalk D., ‘Kruger's lost voice: Nation and race in pre-World 
War 1 Afrikaans music records’, Historia, 60 (1), 2015, pp. 110-128. 

WICKRAMASINGHE, Nira, Metallic Modern: Everyday Machines in Colonial Sri 
Lanka, New York 2014, pp. 81-91.  

 

 

 

SESSION 10   Jazz 

ANSELL, Gwen, Soweto Blues. Jazz, Popular Music & Politics in South Africa, 
New York-London 2014. 

ATKINS, E. Taylor, Jazz Planet, Jackson, MS 2003. 

            Entertainment without borders:  German and Japanese advertisements for gramophones, c. 1925 



BALLANTINE, Marabi Nights: Jazz, 'Race' and Society in Early Apartheid South 
Africa, Scottsville 2012. 

BÉTHUNE Christian, ‘Le jazz: globalisation ou cosmopolitisme?, in: Cohen-
Avenel, Pascale (ed.) Jazz, pouvoir et subversion de 1919 à nos jours, 
Berne 2014, pp. 333-347.  

BRAGGS, Rashida K., Jazz Diasporas: Race, Music, and Migration in Post–
World War II Paris. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2016. 

DORIN, Stéphane, ‘The Global Circulations of Jazz’, in: Jazz Research Journal, 
10 (1-2), 2016, pp. 5-12.  

——, ‘Swingin’ India: Circulations coloniales et postcoloniales du Jazz en 
Inde’, in: L’Homme, 202 (2012), pp. 169-192. 

FRY, Andy, Paris Blues. African American Music and French Popular Culture, 
1920 – 1960, Chicago/London 2014. 

KROIER, Johann, ‘Music, Global History and Postcoloniality’, International 
Review of the Aesthetics and Sociology of Music, 43 (1), 2012, pp. 139-
186. 

NICHOLSON, Stuart, Jazz and Culture in a Global Age, Lebanon, NH 2014.  

SHOPE, Bradley, American Popular Music in Britain’s Raj, Rochester 2016.  

———, ‘The Public Consumption of Western Music in Colonial India: From 
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