














1 INTRODUCTION

This document contains important information for a successful completion of your Master’s Pro-
gram in Computer Science at ETH. It comprises a short description of the master’'s program struc-
ture, the majors and minors and other essential information on how to plan your studies. Please
read this document carefully, as it will help you to choose your courses and plan your personal study
program. It is your responsibility to fulfill the requirements of the program in time. Do not hesitate
to contact one of the persons below for further advice.

1.1 Study Administration and Student Advisory Services

For questions not covered by this study guide, the Department of Computer Science (D-INFK) offers
various services. For names and addresses of the following officials see the inside front cover.

— The Director of Studies is responsible for the degree programs, examination regulations, and
for the validation of examination results. All requests addressed to the Director of Studies should
be handed in at the Studies Administration Office in written form.

— The Studies Administration Office can help you with most issues, in particular with administra-
tive concerns. In any case, the Studies Administration Office can refer you to the right person.

— For questions concerning the military service (for Swiss citizens only) the Studies Administra-
tion Office can be consulted as well.

— For questions on planning your studies, please contact the Student Advisor.

— Students interested in studying abroad, please contact the Mobility Advisor of the Department of
Computer Science and the Student Exchange Office (see section Students Exchange Programs)

— The Psychological Counseling Service offers a variety of services for confidential assistance with
personal and academic problems, for example how to deal with competitive situations such as
examinations. It is of great advantage to seek help early. The Psychological Counseling Service
is free of charge for all students enrolled at ETH Zurich.

The ,Verein der Informatik Studierenden”(VIS] is the computer science student union at ETH Zur-
ich (www.vis.ethz.ch). One of its valuable services is to collect and provide previous examination
papers for the purpose of exam preparation. VIS also organizes a couple of events, such as barbe-
cues and a ski camp in winter. Furthermore, VIS helps networking, organizes excursions to compa-
nies and provides contacts for internships.

The VIS is part of the VSETH, the overall student’s association. As such, once you become a regis-
tered VSETH member (check the VSETH box on the registration form), you are automatically a VIS
member as well. You are encouraged to also become a member of the organizing committee, as the
VIS requires the active assistance of students. Pass by the VIS office (CAB E 31) for a coffee and make
new acquaintances!



MOEB Committee (Committee for Master’s students without an ETH Bachelor’s degree). The MOEB
Committee is a section of the VIS. MOEB has been founded to support Master’s students without an
ETH Bachelor’s degree by representing their interests within the Department and by offering activ-
ities to integrate new Master’s students into the students” community. Further information can be
found on the following website: www.vis.ethz.ch/en/about/committees/moeb.

1.2 General Information

1.2.1 Course Catalog

All courses are listed in ETH’s course catalog: www.vvz.ethz.ch. There you will find information
about objective, content, teaching language, time schedule, and localities of the courses as well as
details about the examination and the amount of credits awarded after successful completion of the
courses. Please note that classes always start 15 minutes past the full hour. If the class is scheduled
from 10-11, it will actually start at 10:15 and end at 11:00.

Beware: The rule above applies only to courses. Examinations and meetings always start at the time
stated sharp.

1.2.2 Credits

All study programs at ETH are based on the European Credit Transfer System (ECTS). For a master’s
degree the acquisition of 120 ECTS credits is required. The number of credits assigned to a course
is determined by the number (#) of weekly hours spent in lectures (V], in exercises (U], in lectures
combined with exercises (G, in laboratories (P), and additional self-studying (A).

#credits =#V + #U + #G + #A + #P + 1

1.2.3 Assessments

Any method to evaluate the achievements of students in a course can serve as an assessment. Most
courses, however, rely on examinations. The examinations may either take place at the end of the
semester (end-of-semester examinations) or at the end of the semester break (session examina-
tions).

End-of-semester examinations are organized by the department. You will be informed about the
dates by the lecturers themselves or by the Studies Administration Office. The session examinations
are organized by the ETH Examinations Office and you will be informed via myStudies and e-mail.
Repetition of a failed examination is only possible after re-enrollment and full participation in the
corresponding course. Every examination may only be taken twice.

The type of examination (end-of-semester/ session examination] and the examination mode
(oral/written form) as well as the duration of examination are described in the course catalog
(www.vvz.ethz.ch]. For further information on examinations, please contact the Studies Administra-
tion Office of D-INFK.

1.2.4 Preparing for Examinations

Solving the exercises accompanying a given course is not always mandatory. Nevertheless, we
strongly encourage you to do so, as it is the best way to prepare for the examination. The Student
Union (VIS, CAB E31] offers a collection of old examination papers. In general, the style of examina-
tions does not change much from one year to another, especially if the course is taught by the same
professor. Therefore, it is worth taking a closer look at the past examinations.



1.3 Grading System

The grading scale at ETH ranges from 1.0 to 6.0 in quarter grade steps (0.25). The pass grade is 4.0,
and the maximum grade is 6.0. The numerical grades correspond to the following predicates:

Grade Meaning
6 Excellent (the best possible grade)

Good
Sufficient (the lowest passing grade)

Insufficient (fail)

Poor
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Very poor (the lowest possible grade)

For some courses the pass/fail rating is used instead of grades. Credits are awarded only if the
course requirements have been fulfilled and associated examinations have been passed success-
fully. If a course has been completed successfully, the full amount of credits is awarded inde-
pendently of the grade obtained.

1.3.1 Students Exchange Programs

International experience, cross-cultural competence and language skills are becoming increasingly
important in today’s business world. The Student Exchange Office organizes study placements for
ETH students, who hold a bachelor’'s degree issued by ETH Zurich, at partner universities in Swit-
zerland and abroad in the framework of the student exchange programs and various bilateral agree-
ments. The individual study plan for the master’s in computer science can include credits taken at
an exchange university amounting to 20 credit points. Students interested in studying abroad should
contact the Mobility Advisor of D-INFK and the ETH’s Student Exchange Office.

The list of courses to be taken at the exchange university must be approved by the D-INFK Student
Mobility Advisor in consultation with the Director of Studies of the Computer Science Department
prior to the exchange. The necessary forms are available at the Studies Administration Office of D-
INFK.

1.3.2 Military Service

For Swiss citizens only: Official requests for deferral or dispensation of military services have to be
completed and handed in 14 weeks prior to the commencement of the military service. The forms
necessary are available at the Studies Administration Office or can be downloaded from the following
website: www.zivil-militaer.ch.



https://mail.ethz.ch/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.zivil-militaer.ch/

