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The role of alternatives and trade-offs

Acceptance of energy
infrastructure in Switzerland
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Survey data in the media

What technologies does the population 
want?
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 Relevant for the crucial political challenge: Citizens’ opposition to 

renewable energy infrastructure as a central obstacle for the energy 

transition

 An important distinction:

 Socio-political acceptance

 Market acceptance

 Community acceptance

 Moreover and this is my focus today: We need to consider 

alternatives and trade-offs!

How to «measure» what people want
The scientific challenge



1. Do you support the use of the following 

technologies?

 Wind

 Nuclear

2. In your neighborhood a new infrastructure is 

constructed. You are allowed to chose the 

technology to be used. Which one do you want, 

nuclear or wind?

The role of the «reference category»
A tiny bit of theory
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Status quo as

reference, no is

an option

Status quo is not 

an option, choose

the «better» 

option



Framing as alternatives – the case of hybrid 

high voltage lines

Does it make a difference?
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Yes or no? Which one?



Now, what (“second-best”) technologies do 
citizens really prefer?
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Spending public money on “second-best” 
options
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 Data from 

Switzerland

 Collected April-

June 2024

 Focus of the 

survey: 

seasonal 

thermal storage

 Panel data



 It is important to understand what the population wants or is ready to 

accept: opposition as crucial barrier for renewable energy targets

 But consider

 52% general support in a survey is likely not enough

 More and more specific data, including inherent trade-offs, are 

needed

 The political implication: Let’s talk about alternatives!

 To learn about relative preferences

 To make clear that “doing nothing” is not an option

Conclusions
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Thank you for your attention!
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