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Epileptic Fits, Earthquakes
Are Found to Sha e:éPa terns -

NEW SCIENTIST—JAN. 12

Epileptic fits exhibit some of the same pat-
terns as seismic shocks, new research sug-
gests, raising doubt about the longstanding be-
lief that seizures occur randomly.

The research, led by neurologist Ivan Oso-
rio of the University of Kansas, found patterns
of “waiting times” between epileptic fits that
are similar to those of earthquake occur-
rences. Also, just as earthquakes are preceded
by tiny tremors imperceptible to humans, epi-
leptic fits are preceded by neural spikes detect-
able only on brain scans. The analysis, not yet
peer reviewed, compared the brain activity of
more than 16,000 epileptic seizures with seis-
mological data from 300,000 earthquakes.

The researchers say these and other pat--

terns might eventually hold the key topredict-

ing and possibly preventing epileptic fits. Mat-
thew Walker, who researches epilepsy at Uni-
versity College London, says the work sounds
promising, but he cautions that the researchis
in its early days.
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