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SPIE Gold Medal 2020 awarded to
Ursula Keller

13.11.2019

The In ter na tional Society for Optics and Photonics, SPIE, awards the
2020 Gold Medal, the highest honour the society be stows, to Ur sula
Keller, Professor of Ultra fast Laser Phys ics at the De part ment of
Phys ics, for her "career-long pioneer ing con tributions in ultra fast sci-
ence and technology".

The SPIE Gold Medal has been
awarded since 1977 in re cog ni tion
of outstand ing engin eering or sci -
entific accomplish ments in op tics,
photonics, electro op tics, or ima ging
tech no lo gies or ap plica tions. The
so ci ety has named Ursula Keller the
2020 re cip i ent of the SPIE Gold
Medal Award, in re cog ni tion of "ca -
reer long pi on eering con tri bu tions in
ul tra fast sci ence and tech no logy, in-
clud ing the devel op ment of prac tical
ul trashort pulse lasers, the study of
fun da mental mech an isms and limits
to mod e locking and optical pulse
forma tion, the in ven tion of tech -

niques for fre quency comb gen era tion and sta bil iza tion, and ground break-
ing stud ies of the phys ics of light matter in ter actions on atto second times-
cales".

Ursula Keller has been a ten ured pro fessor of physics at ETH Zurich since
1993. She is also a director of the Na tional Centre of Competence in Re -
search (NCCR) Mo lecu lar Ul tra fast Sci ence and Tech no logy (MUST). Her
re search in terests are exploring and push ing the fron ti ers in ul tra fast sci -
ence and tech no logy. Former awards she has re ceived in clude the IEEE
Edison Medal (2019), the European In ventor Award for life time achieve -
ment (2018), the IEEE Photon ics Award (2018), ERC ad vanced grants
(2012 and 2018), the OSA Charles H. Townes Award (2015), the LIA Ar -
thur L. Schawlow Award (2013), the EPS Senior Prize (2011), the OSA
Fraunhofer/Burley Prize (2008), the Leibinger In nova tion Prize (2004), and
the Zeiss Re search Award (1998).
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