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Programme

 Welcome – who we are

 Agricultural Sciences @ ETH Zurich

 Departement and Institute

 Structure of the Master 

 Students and extracurricular activities

 Admission requirements and process

 Student‘s perspective and experience

 Contact



Department of Environmental Systems Science (D-USYS)

 6 Research Institutes
 Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IAS)
 Institute for Atmospheric and Climate Science (IAC)
 Institute of Biogeochemistry and Pollutant Dynamics 

(IBP)
 Institute of Integrative Biology (IBZ)
 Institute for Environmental Decisions (ITES)
 Institute of Terrestrial Ecosystems (IED)

 2 system-oriented study programs
 Agricultural Sciences BSc & MSc
 Environmental Sciences BSc & MSc

 More 50 professors, over 400 lecturers and research 
assistants, approx. 400 doctoral students and approx. 
990 UMNW, 380 AGRW students 

03.11.2022Departement Umweltsystemwissenschaften 3



Institute of Agricultural Sciences (IAS)

• Recommendation: 
Own Youtube-Channel 
of the USYS (english)
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Master in Agricultural Sciences @ ETH

 Students gain knowledge about relevant research questions and findings from both 
fundamental and applied research. 

 The Master’s degree programme in Agricultural Sciences offers a wide range of choice in 
lectures and opportunities for research collaboration with world-class level groups.

 Graduates from the Master’s degree programme are equipped with high-level theoretical and 
methodological competence and with social and personal skills to take up challenging 
professional work or an academic career.
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MSc in Agricultural Sciences @ ETH: Structure

 2 years (120 ECTS) – max. 4 years

 Majors - Specialisations
 Agricultural Economics
 Animal Sciences
 Plant Sciences

 Minors
 Professional internship
 Master-Thesis
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Major - Agricultural Economics 

 This major deals with decisions made by farmers, actors in the agri-food sector (such as up-
and downstream companies), and consumers. Focus on interactions between policies and 
production and risk management decisions.

 Students learn and apply latest concepts from economics and policy evaluation (e.g. 
econometrics, optimization and simulation models).

 This knowledge is key to contribute to the development of resilient and sustainable 
agricultural and food systems worldwide.
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Major - Animal Sciences 

 This major consists of biology, genetics, breeding, physiology, nutrition, husbandry and 
behaviour of farm animals. 

 It covers different topics relevant at individual animal, farm, national and global levels, thus 
ensuring a comprehensive education for a career both in Switzerland and abroad. 

 Subjects in Animal Sciences address different scales ranging from cellular and molecular 
mechanisms to the management of entire populations in order to provide knowledge on the 
interaction between feeds, animals and the environment.
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Major - Plant Sciences

 This major deals with arable and forage crops, cultivation systems, plant nutrition, plant 
protection, plant breeding, plant genetics, entomology and the interaction between crop 
production and the environment. 

 Camera-assisted monitoring of crop performance, interactions of crops with pests and diseases 
as well as analyses of trace gas emissions from agricultural fields and of global carbon or 
nutrient cycles are further focus topics.



External Research Campus: AgroVet-Strickhof and Plant Research Station (Eschikon, Lindau)
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Minors (10 ECTS) and electives (10 ECTS)

With the minor(s) the students add further 
specialisation to the Master's studies.

Departement Umweltsystemwissenschaften 1103.11.2022



Professional internship (30 ECTS)

 Compulsory component: encompasses preparatory tasks, a work placement in an 
agriculturally-related professional context (16 weeks minimum), and a follow-up phase.

 During the internship, students can deepen their theoretical knowledge, develop their 
interpersonal and communication skills, and have the opportunity to demonstrate their 
methodological competencies.
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Master’s Thesis (30 ECTS)

The Master’s thesis is an academic work written independently in the thematic area of the 
student’s chosen specialisation. 

The Master's thesis includes a
scientific written work, an oral presentation 
and a poster.
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More Information about the Masters Programme
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Course Catalogue - An updated Course Catalogue, with 
all information on content, objectives, performance 
assessments, etc. relating to all courses offered at ETH 
Zurich can be accessed via this link. 
www.vorlesungsverzeichnis.ethz.ch

D-USYS website – Study programme Agricultural Science 
a range of general information on the study programme 
https://usys.ethz.ch/en/studies/agricultural-sciences

http://www.vorlesungsverzeichnis.ethz.ch/
https://usys.ethz.ch/en/studies/agricultural-sciences


Students and extracurricular activities at ETH Zurich

 Around 300 students in Bachelor‘s and Master‘s programmes

 Central campus with a roof terrace – access to several research sites spread over Switzerland

 Student jobs

 Student association with lots of activities

 Large offer of sports and recreational activities (ASVZ)
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MSc in Agricultural Sciences @ ETH: Requirements

 BSc title recognised
 Language requirements fulfilled (only English)
 Good grades
 Strong and relevant letters of recommendation (from faculty)
 Fulfillment of requirement profile: 

 A: Applicants from BSc in Agriculture – if admitted, often additional classes in 
Biology, Chemistry, Maths, Economics 

 B: Applicants from related Sciences (Biology, Geography) – if admitted, additional 
classes in general Agricultural Sciences
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https://ethz.ch/content/dam/ethz/common/docs/master-profile/englisch/systemorientierte-wissenschaften/MSc-Agricultural-Sciences-Appendix.pdf


MSc in Agricultural Sciences @ ETH: Requirements (Plant/Animal Sci) 
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MSc in Agricultural Sciences @ ETH: Requirements (Ag Economics) 
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Prerequisites & Additional Requirements – form

Good example

Study programme in Enviromental Sciences 03.11.2022 19

Bad example



How to apply:

14.03.2022 20

1. Online application
Details regarding requirements and
link to the online application process

2. Application Deadlines

International Bachelor's degrees: 
1 November -15 December 2022
Swiss Bachelor's degrees: 1 April –30 
April 2023

3. Admission decision
You will be informed by end of 
March
 Rejected

 Admitted with additional requirements
(5-15 ECTS complementary courses)

 Admitted without additional requirements

https://ethz.ch/en/studies/master/application/international-bachelor.html


• About me.

• Why I choose ETH Zurich?

• What expectations I had?

• My experience.

Students experience and perspective:



MY EXPERIENCE

Learning at ETH Zurich Life at ETH Zurich

Other student services….



What ETH actually offers you?

OPPORTUNITIES
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Thank you for your attention!



Further information and contact
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Further information

Study programme coordinator

Emma Lindberg
emma.lindberg@usys.ethz.ch

Tel. +41 44 632 38 93

https://usys.ethz.ch/en/studies/agricultural-sciences/master.html
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