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WOMEN PROFESSORS FORUM

To the chief editors of SRF, Sonntagszeitung, NZZ

We, as members of the ETH Women Professors Forum (WPF), are addressing this open
statement to you regarding the recent articles in several Swiss newspapers' that are based
on results of the study “Leaky Pipeline in der Wissenschaft”, which was carried out under
the leadership of Prof. Margit Osterloh and Prof. Katja Rost.

We are astonished at the representation of the results in your media outlets and
newspapers in several regards.

First, it seems predictable that your articles would precipitate an intensive discussion among
the public. For a transparent, open and fact-based discussion, it is necessary that the article
or report and the underlying data be publicly available. We therefore encourage you to delay,
in the future, the publication of such articles until the sources are available. In this particular
case, this would have been a few months until the end of the review process (provided that
this study successfully passes the peer review process). We are preparing a private letter
to the authors of the study, where we urge them to openly publish their report and data
immediately.

Second, we urge you to review information critically before publishing it. Not every study
meets the minimum standards of academia, hence the importance of waiting until the study
has been peer-reviewed or asking for outside expertise. Prioritizing rigorous peer review
processes and encouraging critical evaluation of methodology and findings can safeguard
against the perpetuation of biased studies or interpretations.

Third, while some findings of the study were certainly surprising, and also represented rather
one-sidedly by Prof. Osterloh herself in several interviews with news media, we call on the
media to draw a clear distinction between facts/data, on the one hand, and
opinions/interpretations, on the other, and to seek only nuanced interpretations. We support
the publication of controversial findings if they adhere to these principles. This approach is
inherent to the advancement of science. The authors explicitly state in their study that they
“cannot determine the direction of causality”. In particular, the study does not determine
whether study participants would answer otherwise, if gender stereotypes and norms were
different. This essential limitation of the study is not reflected in the media contributions that
were published by your houses. Best practices should have compelled you to seek expert
opinions on the article from other scientists in Switzerland on the merits and validity of the
article.

1 https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/die-meisten-studentinnen-wollen-lieber-einen-erfolgreichen-mann-als-
selber-karriere-machen-165723834136;

https://www.nzz.ch/meinung/ld.1737057 ?reduced=true;
https://www.srf.ch/audio/news-plus/studie-studentinnen-wollen-lieber-reichen-mann-als-
karriere?id=12384079



https://eth-wpf.ch/
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/die-meisten-studentinnen-wollen-lieber-einen-erfolgreichen-mann-als-selber-karriere-machen-165723834136
https://www.tagesanzeiger.ch/die-meisten-studentinnen-wollen-lieber-einen-erfolgreichen-mann-als-selber-karriere-machen-165723834136
https://www.nzz.ch/meinung/ld.1737057?reduced=true
https://www.srf.ch/audio/news-plus/studie-studentinnen-wollen-lieber-reichen-mann-als-karriere?id=12384079
https://www.srf.ch/audio/news-plus/studie-studentinnen-wollen-lieber-reichen-mann-als-karriere?id=12384079

We call for a multi-faceted and critical discussion of the subject. In this regard, we appeal
to you to offer ample space to such a discussion in your media as soon as the article
and data are openly published by the authors by producing supplementary analyses
of this study that review critically the methods applied and the complete results,
strengthen the fact-based interpretation of the results, and set them in context with
other research results on this subject.

This statement was endorsed by a positive vote of 88 from 96 women professors, who
participated in our voting survey.

Below you find the listing of ETH Domain professors, who form members of the WPF, and
who chose to further explicitly undersign this letter.
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