
Guidelines on Authorships of the Grassland Sciences group 
 

 The first author of a paper is the person who wrote the paper.  

 Co-authorships are based on intellectual involvement.  

 No honorary authorships are given.  

 Potential co-authors should be contacted as early as possible (maybe even 

before data are collected) to avoid bad feelings at a later stage.  

 A co-authorship is justified, if data sets or data analyses represent a major part 

of a paper. 

 In certain cases, data sets are provided freely (e.g., met data, raw data) or are 

available in open-access data bases (e.g., flux data), maybe no co-authorship 

is expected. To clarify such cases, communicate openly to the data provider. 

 If the PI(s) or the advisor(s) are not involved in a certain (typically additional) 

project, Ph.D. students can publish on their own. 


