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by S. Marivel 

This second batch of stu-
dents will be in Seychelles 
for three weeks to work 

with UniSey students on an in-
depth analysis of waste sorting. 

On Wednesday 18 July, a final 
presentation will be made by the 
students with their tentative re-

sults of the analysis process. 
Much like in 2016 when the 

first batch of students arrived 
from ETH Zurich, this batch will 
work in co-ordination with their 
UniSey counterparts to interview 
various stakeholders, request 
information from government 
bodies, and collect and analyse 
the data so it can be ready for dis-
semination. 

Dr. Pius Krütli and his teaching 
team comprising of Jérôme Har-
lay, who also leads the team, and 
Danny Nef and Marius Waelchli, 
gave some insightful presenta-
tions so students benefit from an 
overview of what to expect. 

Students were also paired up 
into the groups they will be work-
ing in, and it is hoped that they 
will benefit not only from their 

by J. Malbrook

It is believed the violence 
against women and chil-
dren is costing Seychelles 

around US$65 million per 
year but there has been so far 
no accurate way of measuring 
this. A report on the subject 
was launched by the Common-
wealth Secretary-General Patri-
cia Scotland on her first official 
visit to the country.

“Seychelles has put itself for-
ward as being one of the coun-
tries that is willing to lead the 
way, to look at how we can stop 
this terrible scourge that is af-
fecting the whole world. And I 
really think everyone is so proud 
of what Seychelles is trying to 
do and succeeding in doing,” 

says Rt Hon Patricia Scotland.
Rt Hon Scotland arrived in 

Seychelles on Thursday 28 June 
and during a visit to President 
Danny Faure at State House she 
also handed over the Common-
wealth Charter also known as 
the blue economy roadmap.

The road map has been devel-
oped in partnership with the 
Commonwealth and outlines 
the directions for future invest-
ment and sustainable ocean 
based economy.

“The Charter was signed in 
2013. It is the embodiment of 
all our values and our aspira-
tions. It contains 16 clauses 
which mirrors the 16 clauses 
of the sustainable development 
goals that were signed in 2015,” 
she explains.

The Charter summarises the 
link between Commonwealth 

nations and Rt Hon Scotland 
is handing over a copy of this 

of the public can deposit their 
glass bottles for recycling to receive 
50 cents back still need to be iden-
tified and confirmed, as PS Deco-
marmond states that these jobs 
have to be tendered out. 

The aim of the levy is to encour-
age recycling while also creating 
alternative means to fund environ-
mental initiatives within the min-
istry. 

“Seybrew will obviously be ex-
empt from this tax because their 
bottles are manufactured here, 
which means they don’t import,” 
PS Decomarmond further told 
TODAY. “However, we will have 
to devise another plan for them to 
ensure that bottles of Seybrew left 
on the road and on the beach are 
collected and brought back. They 
do their own recycling anyway,” he 

“We sold all the 50,000 tick-
ets we had and even ran out 
of tickets as people wanted to 

buy more. We would like to 
thank everyone who bought 
the tickets to support the Na-

studies but also the sharing of 
cultures. 

ETH Zurich has 20,600 stu-
dents and 530 professors from 
over 120 countries. It has a signed 
agreement with Seychelles in or-
der to facilitate this type of stu-
dent exchange and research basis. 

Principal Secretary for the min-
istry of Environment Alain de 
Comarmond stresses that this 

type of work by students is vital to 
Seychelles because it helps collect 
data that is currently lacking at a 
national level. While he did high-
light current measures adopted 
by government on the issue of 
waste management and sorting, 
he notes that electronic waste is 
a “fast growing issue for us” and 
that “we need a change in behav-
iour” to tackle pollution. 

document to each head of gov-
ernment on her visits.

The Seychelles’ engagement in 
the protection of small island 
states is another important top-
ic discussed during this meet-
ing. It is important to note that 
Honourable Scotland may have 
a personal attachment to this 
topic as she also comes from the 
Dominica, in the Caribbean.

“All the way through for the 
past two years, Seychelles has 
been progressive in supporting 
the rights of small nation states 
and their people. It was great to 
be able to say thank you to the 
President for the great contri-
bution that he and Seychelles 
have made,” she affirms.

She also spoke of various 
other engagements and discus-

sion made by Commonwealth 
members, such information is 
available on the organisations 
official website www.thecom-
monwealth.org, namely a UK £ 
25 million fund for young inno-
vators to be launched soon.

During her visit Honourable 
Scotland also met with other 
government officials such as the 
cabinet of ministers. She has 
also visited the National As-
sembly and met with the Chief 
Justice Mathilda Twomey of the 
Judiciary. Rt Hon Scotland was 
also the special guest for the 
42nd Independence Day cele-
brations and National Show. Rt 
Hon Patricia Scotland left Sey-
chelles on Sunday for Mauritius 
claiming Seychelles looked like 
home, felt like home”.

added. 
As to comments about import-

ers threatening to import more 
plastic and cans due to the levy on 
glass bottles, PS Decomarmond 
says both are problematic and that 
“glass is what we are tackling for 
now, but it doesn’t mean plastic 
will be ignored. I hope importers 
will use their good conscience to 
make the right choice.” 

tional Show and congratulate all 
the winners. We will communi-
cate soon with all the winners 
on when they will receive their 
awards.” 

The lottery draw was held in 
the presence of the public and 
two police officers amid other 
National Day Celebrations Com-
mittee members.

Waste management

Gender-based violence: The cost

UniSey and ETH Zurich team up again

US$ 65 million dollars true cost of violence against women and girls 

“I thought it was a joke… I am 
elated,” says first prize winner

Glass bottle levy enforcement postponed 
to October

A group of students from the ETH Zurich University in Switzerland is working with students from the University of 
Seychelles to conduct an analysis of waste sorting and post sorting processes.  This is a follow up to their 2016 study 

aimed at understanding the waste management process in Seychelles.

Helping Seychelles to detect and reduce the cost that violence on women and children has on the country is one of the main topics on the agenda of Rt Hon Patricia 
Scotland, Secretary General of the Commonwealth, here in Seychelles on her first official visit last week and as the official guest of honour during the country’s 42nd 

Independence Day celebrations.

UniSey students meeting the ETH Zurich students and breaking 
into their relevant work groups yesterday

Designated Minister Macsuzy Mondon received the worrying report 
from Commonwealth Secretary General Patricia Scotland on her 

first official visit to the country last week

by C. Ouma

The new aircraft was of-
ficially handed over to 
President Danny Faure in 

New Delhi on 26 June, 2018 in a 
ceremony during the President’s 
official visit to India.

“We are very excited to see one 

more aircraft join our fleet of 
three patrol aircrafts. This shows 
the commitment of our govern-
ment towards expanding the Air 
Force, remarked Lt. Col. Michael 
Pouponneau, adding that the air-
craft will be based on one of the 
outer Islands of Seychelles.

The aircraft under the com-

mand of the SAF crew, Captain 
Donn Du Preez, Lt. J. Hoareau 
and Lance Corporal Christian 
Bau, left the Indian Naval Station 
on 26 June and had a stopover in 
Bangalore, India then transited 
through the Maldives before ar-
riving in Seychelles on Thursday 
at 12.30 p.m. local time.

Speaking to the media after 
their arrival, Lt. J. Hoareau high-
lighted that the time for flying 
the aircraft to Seychelles was 15 
hours, adding that he is looking 
forward to flying the new Dornier 
aircraft again.

A short ceremony was held to 
bless the new aircraft following 

its arrival and was later followed 
by a tour of the new aircraft be-

fore it officially begins its opera-
tions. 

The Dornier Aircraft will be used for maritime surveillance and will 
be based on one of the outer islands

Donation

New Dornier aircraft lands in Seychelles
“This newly acquired Dornier aircraft from the Government of India to the Republic of Seychelles will be used 
particularly for the undertaking of maritime surveillance on our territory. It will help facilitate departures to 

and from various locations consequently helping us save on costs,” explained Lt. Col. Michael Pouponneau, the 
Commanding Officer of Seychelles Airforce (SAF) during an interview with TODAY, shortly after the arrival of 

the new Aircraft on Thursday June 28,2018 at SAF Hanger at Seychelles International Airport in the presence of 
representative from the Seychelles People’s Defence Forces.
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